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ADVERTISEMENT. 

'TpHE Author of thefe Effays, having 
been led, during a pretty long ftay in 
the Auftrian Netherlands, to inquire as 
well into the antient hiftory as into the 
preferir-iiftate: of ".tedfe- Provinces, has 
thought thkt**it : mij*ht not be unacceptable 
to prefeiit # mefe* 'Views, though imperfedt, 
of a Country, which of late has much en- 
gaged the public attention. 
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SECTION I. 

THE Low Countries, or Netherlands, 
fo named from their low fituation 
with refped to the higher land of Germany i 
are enclofed between France, Germany, 
and the, Ocean, Of the feventeen Pro- 
vinces contained in the Low Countries, 
which, antiently the rich poffeffion 
of the houfe of Burgundy, were after- 
wards more completely united under the 

, laws of the houfe of Auftria, only the Pro- 
vinces that are included in the Auftrian 
Netherlands belong to the Prince who is 
the heir of Jthofe great houfes. The Pro- 

. t B vince* 
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vinces that may be faid properly to compofe 
the Auftrian Netherlands are thefe : Flan- 
ders, Brabant, Mechlin, Haynault, Namur, 
limburg, and Luxemburg. ~Geiderland, 
and the marquifate of Antwerp, are alfb 
ranked among the Auftrian Provinces: bat 
the marquifate of Antwerp has long fince 
been incorporated with Brabant; and of 
Geld§rland, fharcd between four different 
powers, only a ilender and inconfiderable 
part now belongs to the houfe of Auftria. 

Even of thofe Provinces that properly 
compofe the Auftrian Netherlands, if we 
except the finall province of Mechlin, 
which, befides'the city of that name, con- 
tains only a few villages, and is enclofed 
-dn all fides by Brabant, not one province 
remains entire, and unimpaired, to that 
family Whofe name they bear. France, 
which has added Attois to her Monarchy, 
has alio taken irito her dominicMi a pattof 
the adjacent countries- of Fknders, iH^y- 

nault, 



hault, Namur, and Luxemburg. jHollan^ 
which has United feVeri* or more properly 
Vight, provinces ilito her Republic, hail 
likettife advanced her frontier into Flaflf 
iters, Prabant, arid Limbiirg. 

The Auftriau Netherlands* though thj^ 
difmembered, and though feparated froQX 
j the other .Stated of the Low Countries* 
With which they were once united* $rp 
yet on tjiany accounts worthy of xp- 
gard In antient tidies* thefe Provinces* 
Jay far the moft coniiderable of the Lo^r 
Countries* and diftinguiihed by their tipii- 
lence atjibng the nations 0f Europe* wei;e 
f the eaHy feats of commerce and of arts* 
Which from thence were trdnfplanted injft 
Other regions. In the pfcfent times, though 
Reclined, fronitfeeir antient greatnefs, thcgf 
ftill exhibit the view of a fair and flourifhidg 
tountryi whofe poptjloufnefs pan fcarce ^e 
equalled in any part in Europe of the l$c 
extent f and whofe ftate, already profper- 

B Z QVOp 
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ous, promifes ftill to advance to higher 
profperity. 

fc The fituation and fruitful foil of thefe 
'countries, with the induftrious chara&er 
of the inhabitants, have in part contributed 
to their flourifhing ftate ; but the principal 
'caufe of their antient opulence, as well as 
of their prefent profperity, is to be found 
in thofe privileges, and that liberty, 
which during fo many centuries they have 
pofleffed. In this refpeft the Auftrian Ne- 
therlands merit' particular attention, that • 
they have fo long preferved a free conftitu- 
* tion, not only in ages when thefe Provinces, 
"independent States, were governed each 
by its own Sovereign, princes of no exten- 
five power, but alfo in later times, when they 
hzve become the inheritance of mighty 
Monarchs, who in other parts of their 
wide dominion have ruled with abfolutc 
; command. 

SEC- 
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S E C T I O N II. 

THE mighty Empire, which Charle- 
magne formed in the beginning of the 
ninth century, and which embraced fb 
large a part of Europe, did not long main- 
tain itfelf in the fame extent under the 
fucceffors of that Prince. In the Low 
Countries which compofed a part of that 
Empire, Charlemagne had eftablifhed Go- 
vernors, who with the title of Duke, 
Marquis, or Count, ruled under him ia 
the different provinces. During the reign 
of Charlemagne, and for fome time after 
his death,, while the reverence of his name 
lafted, thofe Governors kept themfelves 
within tfre bounds of duty ; But in Suc- 
ceeding times, when the reins of empire 
were flackened in thp hands of his feeble 
defendants, and when the Empire that he 
Jiad formed was weakened by its divifioh 
B3 into 
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into diftin& monarchies, the Governors i$ 
the Netherlands by degrees withdrew them- 
felves frpm obedience^ and, paying only 
vain marks of homage to, the Kings pf 
!prance and Germany, affumed to them- 
lelves, and tranfmitted to their defcendants, 
the fovereignty of thofe provinces which 
they pad before governed only with a dele* 
gated fway. Thus arofe the Dukes of Bra- 
pant, the Counts of Flanders and Haynault, 
and the other Princes of the Low Coun- 
tries, already in the eleventh cehtury poif- 
Jefled of independent power. 

The Provinces of the,Netherlands, wlncfy 
were $ius formed into fmall and diftinft 
Principalities, governed by their refpedtive 
Sovereigns, preserved that form for fomc. 
fges ; aiid during that period wiepe acquir- 
ed thofe important privileges, which have 
Snce remained to the Autfriah tsfetherlandst 
^he Princes of thefe countries, that they 
mutbt'ttic better m^taw iWt bew ac» 

*~ . . • • « 
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quired authority, admitted to a (Kara of 
their power the Nobles, and the Prelates or 
Abbots, who pofleffed the largeft part of 
the lands. The People, depreffed at firft 
in the Netherlands, as in other countries of 
Europe in that age, yet icon rofe here into 
confideration. Collected in cities, the/ 
betook themfelves to commerce, for which 
their fituation was favourable, and. to arts, 
to which their genius was well adapted. 
The Princes became fenfible of the advan- 
tages that they might derive from the com- 
mercial fpirit of their fubjefts, and encou- 
raged their induftry by numerous privi- 
leges. The People readily admitted the 
princes to a fhare of their wealth; but, 
whilft they beftowed their riches, fecured 
to themfelves in return new franchifes and 
immunities. Thus by degrees a free con- 
v #itution was formed, The Cities in- 
creafing in inhabitants* and not eafily qoo- 
^rouled by princes whofe dominions were 
S* °f 



of (mall extent, became as it were fmall 
Republics, that were governed by their own 
Magift rates, and whofe voice had a mighty 
influence in the State, Liberty fpread it* 
fplf from the Cities into the Country; 
Thfe pride of the Nobles was reft rained % 
the power, of the Prince was circumfcribed ; 
anil the tyranny of the feudal fyftem di£ 
appeared fooner in thefe countries than in 
BQoft parts of Europe. 

The wealth and greatnefs of the Pro- 
vinces kept pace wijrh the privileges ac* 
qiiired by the People. . . So early as in .the 
thirteenth and. fourteenth, centuries, when 
moft nations of Europe, and .England in 
particular, wei;e deftitute of trade or in- 
duftry, commerce and manufadures flou* 
riftied in . the Netherlands, and proved to 
that country a plentiful fource of riches; 
Above all, thefe Provinces, now. known 
by the name of the Auftrian Netherlands* 
were .diftinguiflied by their, induftry and 

opu* 
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opulence. Flanders and Brabant were fille4 
with large and crowded citi&, the abodes 
.of wealthy merchants and * bufy artifans. 
-The woven fabrics of Louvain, of Ypres, 
and other cities, employed the labour of 
multitudes, and drew into this country th$ 
gold of diftant nations. Bruges was noted 
for its commerce, and the principal traffic 
of Europe was carried on at its port, 
Ghent furpaffed all the cities of the 
Low Countries in extent and populoufnefe. 
The riches that flowed into this region 
from the traffic and ingenuity of the peo- 
ple, were far greater than might be con- 
ceived from the rude ftate of Europe in 
thofe sges. The gold acquired by mer- 
thandife was employed in the improve- 
ment of the lands, and Agriculture made 
here its earlieft and moft vigorous advances. 
The Princes of the Netherlands, while 
their power was limited by the privileges 
which they bid beftowed, found their im- 
portance 
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portance incieafe by the fplendor of their 
Jetties, and the wealth of their fubjefts. 

Jn the beginning of the fifteenth cen*. 
ttiry, a reiharkabk aera in the hiftory 
of the Netherlands, all the Province* 
of the Low Countries, with a fmafl 
exception, were, from various caufes* 
and by various means, united under the 
dominion of the Dukes of Burgundy, 
a younger branch of the royal family of 
France. Thefe opulent and flourishing 
Provinces, which feemed to have been 
deflaned by their 'Situation to form one 
Monarchy, now united under the, fame 
^Government, formed to the Pukes of Bur* 
gundy the richeft domain in Europe. The 
Court of thefe Princes difplaycd a magni- 
ficence that^was iiot equalled ^n the Cpufts 
of Kings : their alliance was fought by the 
greateft Monarchs^ and they we^e often 
able to controul 'the* jpo^r df the elder 
"branch of thfeir family, the Kings of 

France* 
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France, Under the Princes of this h<ro%, 
the Provinces of the Netherlands, 4cnit 
together in union, and purfuing their arti 
of induftry, attained to a greater degree of 
profperity than! in any former peripd* 
Their appearance at this time was fo flou- 
rifhing, that it was likened by a celebrated 
fftftorian* of that age, to the plenty of 
the Land of Promife. The privileges of 
the People, the foundation of their opu* 
lence, were refpedled. If inftances occur* 
in which the Sovereign, now become t 
powerful Prince, may feem to have fhewfi 
joo flight a regard to thefe privileges, thefe 
Ji&s were tranfient, and wrought nogreat 
effeQ:, and were compen fated by a 'general 
pare to advance the interefts of the People, 
The marriage of Mary of Btirgundy, in 
^he end of the fifteenth century, to the 
^Vrchduke Maximilian, carried the rich in* 

J PUQip deComataei. 
t heritance 
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hftitftnoc of the Dukes of Burgundy into 
the fcoufe of Auftria. This houfe, which 
bad fbrfome time poffeffed the Imperial 
dignity, but which- had yet reached no 
Jligh degree of power s acquired a great 
elevation .from the pofleffion of the . Low 
Countries, which this fortunate marriage 
beftowed ; and having not long after, by 
another fortunate marriage, acquired the 
greaf Monarchy of Spain, that family 
fuddenly became the firft power of Europe, 
poflefling a. greater extent of dominion than 
had belonged to any Empire, fince the 
days of Charlemagne*. Undsr the firft 
Princes of the line of Auftria, Maximilian, 
Philip the Fair, and Charles the Fifth, the 
Low Countries, maintained in their privi- 
leges; continued in a ftate no lefs profper- 
ous than under the Dukes of Burgundy. 

* 'ThiS good fortune of Auftria gave occafion to the fa- 
mous diftich, 

Bella gerant alii, tu felix Auftria- ntibe ; 
Nam quae Mars aliis, fert tibi regna Venus. 

li 
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If the beginning of the reign of Maxi- 
milian was troubled by 'tumults, the public 
peace was foon reftored by the prudence of 
that Prince, The commerce of the Fle- 
mings was extended by the difcovery of 
that New World, 6f which fo large a part 
belonged to their fbvereigns. The glory 
of Antwerp arofe, and furpaffed that of 
'Bruges. , That part of the Low Countries, 
which had not fallen under the dominion 
of the houfe of Burgundy, was gained by 
the Auftrian Princes*. The Netherlands, 
though now a fmall part of a mighty 
Monarchy, yet confiderable by their in- 
duftry and opulence, engaged the atten- 
tion, and often enjoyed the prefence, of 
their Princes. The v Emperor Charles the 
Fifth, who was born at Ghent, viewed 
thefe Provinces with a particular favour, 
and applied his care to the improvement of 

* Utrecht, with OveryfTel, and Groningen, the fovc- 
reignty of the Bifhop of Utrecht. ' 

the 
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Jfche Netherlands, which be gladly vi^tedj 
^nd whofe natives pofleffed a high ihare of 
Jfc^is confidence. 

On the abdication of Chaflei the Fifths 

: the powerful houfe of Auftria was divide^ 

jtnto two branches, t;he Spanifli and thp 

t German branches* Spain with the States ia 

£taly ^nd the Indies defcehded to Philip the 

Secpnd* the fon of that Prince ; and the 

^Lpw Countries were united to this gre# 

JMonarchy* Auftria, and , the States in Ger* 

many, with the Imperial dignity* paffed to 

^be brother of Chajles, the Emperor Fer- 

^dinand, who pofleffefi atfb Hungary anil 

.Bohemia, and whpfe defendants were de- 

>£tined atlaft to reap the fticce$op, though 

.diniinilhed, of the, Low Countries. 

WJth tfce reign of ?ftjip the g?<»xjcl 

:flSWBf cl W* the,difaft?rs qf ;thefe. Provinces, 

Ktfcflfcted Joutffhed . & Joftg* ifl4 the. my*- 

£bn of thofe privileges which fo many 

"Princes bad refpedled ; $n inyafion which 

Wtoughf 
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wrought almoft the entire fall of theSpa&Uk 
Monarchy, whilft it drew manifold calx* 
mities on the Netherlands. The do&rines 
-of the Reformed Religion having fpread 
into the Low Countries, and the fevere 
edi&s by which Philip ibught to fiippreft 
this herefy, as it was called, havipg ex>. 
xited infurxe&ions ; that Prince, prompted 
by a tyrannic fpirit and by religious bigotry, 
determined to enlarge the bounds of his 
authority in the Netherlands, and to re- 
duce the People to a compliance with his 
will by force of arms. A powerful army 
puffed from Spain into the Low Countries* 
under the Duke of Alva, a fit inftrument 
of defpotifm. All the antient privileges 
4>f the Erovinpes were then openly vkh 
Hated. Newt Courtis of Juftice were ere&ed, 
and Nobles iwere condemned byrthat.trU 
bunal, fitly named the Council of Blood. 
iOdious taxes were impofed, and ware la- 
vied by ;ways repugnant to thtfConflittt- 

tion # 
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tion. The tyranny of Spain was intro* 
<Iuced in place of the mild government of 
the Netherlands, whilft the unrelenting 
Inquifition exercifed her dark and fevere 
perfecution. The inhabitants of the Low 
Countries, roufed by repeated injuries^ 
took up arms to defend their privileges, 
and confpired in a general revolt from the 
-authority of Spain, 

i Then enfued thofe memorable wars of 
the Netherlands, in the fixteenth century, 
fo well known in the hiftory, of Europe* 
The fpirit of a people animated with the 
love of liberty, prevailed againft the ty** 
ranny of Philip ; but the event of the 
xonteft was not the fame in all the Pro 
vinces. Whilft the Northern Provinces, 
more, zealoufty attached to the Reformed 
-Religion, m and determined, to admit no 
conciliation with Spain, formed that con- 
federacy from which arofe the Republic of 
-Holland ;- Jthafe Provinces that now com- 
• •.: pofe 
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pofe the Auftrian Netherlands, with the 
Province of Artois, more devoted to the 
Catholic faith, and gained by the prudence 
of the Prince of Parma, or fubdued by 
his arms, after a war of twenty years,, 
returned again into the obedience of Phi- 
lip : but, when they confented to obey, 
they ftipulated alfo, that all thofe privi- 
leges, which had been tranfmitted through 
£o many ages, fhould be reftored in their 
full extent, and for the future fhould be 
preferved inviolate ; a condition to which 
Philip, now fallen from his pride, wil- 
lingly acceded, A mighty change was 
then wrought in the Low Countries. 
That union which the Provinces of Bur- 
gundy had formed in joining the Provinces 
of the Netherlands into one dominion, 
was diflblved ; and a lading feparation took 
place between the Northern Provinces, or 
the Republic of Holland, and the Southern 
Provinces, which now reconciled to Spain, 
C and 
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and eftabliftiing the Catholic religion, bfc- 
gan to be diftinguifhed by the name of thq 
Spanifli, or Catholic, Netherlands. Philip, 
having gained this part of the revolted Pro- 
vinces, unwifely diverted the arms of the; 
Prince of Parma from the purfuit of his coa- ; 
quefts in the Low Countries, and exhaufted. 
in vam enterprifes againft England and, 
France, thofe treafurcs and forces which 
might have been more fuccefsfuljy em- 
ployed to reduce that part of the Nether- 
lands which refufed to own his authority. 

The reign of Albert and Ifabella fucceed-. 
ed in the beginning of the feventeenth cen- 
tury* The Provinces, which had returned to. 
the obedience of Spain, were for fome tim$. 
difmembered from that Monarchy, to form 
a diftinft Sovereignty; and the two 
branches of the houfe of Auftria were 
united, Co give to this State its Sovereign* 
An interval of peace, during the reign of 

thefe, 
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thefe Princes, compofed a little the ftate of 
thofe countries, convtilfed by long war. 

After the death of Albert and Ifabella. 

* 

' the Catholic Provinces, that had formed 
fh.eir principality in the Netherlands, were 
re-united to Spain, and remained a part of 
that Monarchy under Philip the Fourth, 
and Charles the Second \ the laft Princes of 
the Auftriafl Upe that fat on the throne of 
Spain, lender thefe Princes, their fub- 
je£t;s in the Netherlands were not difturbed 
in t;he enjoyment of their privileges ; and 
by t,heir fidelity to their Sovereigns they 
merited well that diftin&ion : but, whilft 
in the poffefljon of their privileges, they re- 
tained a, ftrong pledge of public fafety. Many 
circumflances confpjred, during this period, 
to reduce the Catholic Provinces to a d,e- 
prefled and decaying ftate. The wars* be- 
gun in the reign of Philip the Second, had 
infli&ed a deep wound on thefe countries. 
.In that conteft, their richeft 4ii.4 mpft,com- 
C 2 mercial 
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-mercral cities had been plundered, many 
of the inhabitants had carried their wealth 
and induftry into other lands; and wfeen 
this part of the Netherlands, returned to 
the obedience of Spain, and eftablifhed the 
Catholic worlhip, a ftill greater migration 
had enfued. Thefe difafters were aggra* 
vated by other diftreffes during the reigns of 
Philip the Fourth and Charles the Second. 
Holland, whofe infant republic had ac* 
quired great ftrength from the Flemings, 
who migrated into her States, now lifted 
up to mighty power, and gaining an en- 
tire triumph over Spain, after a war of 
eighty years, not only effe&ed her own 
independency, but wa$ able alfo to impofe 
hard terms upon the Spanifh Provinces in 
the Low Countries, By the treaty of 
Munfter, the bounds of thefe Provinces 
were diminifhed, their commerce was re- 
strained, and Antwerp felt deeply the jea- 
Joufy of her fortunate rival, Amfterdam. 

France, 
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France, rifing togreatnefs under a young and 
afpiring Prince, and intent on humbling 
•the houfe of Auftria, declared war againft 
Spain, and turned the force of her arms 
againft the dominions of Spain in the Low 
Countries* A flourifliing part of that do- 
minion was reduced under the power of 
Louis the Fourteenth; and the Spanifli 
Netherlands^ fq long haraffed by war, be- 
came again the fcene of continual wars, 
kindled by that powerful and ambitious mo- 
p^rch. Spain, finking and exhaufted, drew 
her Provinces along with her in her fail; 
and the ill management of the affairs of that 
kingdom, under weak princes and mini* 
fters, extended itfelf to her States in the 
I^)w Countries, where the adminiftration 
ijra* frufted to rulers feeble and unfkilled 
in tji$ af ts of gosrernmentf* Amidft thefe . 

com- 

f Don Inigo dc Velafco, Goaftable of Caftilc, ruled the 

Spaoifit Low Countries for fame time during this period. 

This Governor pafftdhiBtiaiein^ayixigQQthehaipfichordy 

Cj and 
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complicated difafters, the Catholic Pro* / 
vinces experienced a fatal decline. Com- 
merce and the Arts ' withdrew to (hores.r 
where they were mofre chfcrtfhed, and left 
difturbed; the Cities, deferted, ftetfred 
only in their wide extent the remains 6f 
their former greatnefs; the People were. . 
difpirited ; and whilft the Provinces of Hol- 
land, formerly the mail inconfiderable m 
the Low Countries, attained an uncommon 
elevation, the Spanifh Netherlands fell, 
from their antient profperity into an- 
humiliating weaknefs and decline. . 

Charles the Second, King of Spain, 
having long languifhed* died in the firft', 
year of the prefent century ; and with him 
ended the race of the Auftriah Princes who 
had filled the Spanifh thron6. The deatfr 
of Charles the Second gave rife to a war 
that became general in Europe; whilft. the 

and corivcrfing with hiS%>varfk. - To thofe whb*wetfe im- 
pertinent enough to trouble him with ftaie affairs, he was 
accuftomed to fay, that they had a roind to kill him, 

younger 
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younger branch of the houfe of Auftria, 
that traced back its defcent to the Emperor 
Ferdinand, brother of Charles the Fifth, 
and that had retained the Imperial dignity in 
- Germany, aflerted its title to the poffeffioiis 
of the elder branch of its family againfl: the 
houfe of Bourbon, whofe pretenfions were 
fortified by the will of Charles the Second. 
The Spatiifh Netherlands, now uncertain 
what mafter they were to obey, became the 
theatre of a long war, in whicji Britain, 
with fuccefs and glory to her arms, ftrove 
to maintain the rights of the houfe of 
Auftria againft the pretenfions of France. 
The vi&ories of Ramillies, Oudenarde, 
Malplaquet, record the fuccefles of Britain 
at this time in thefe Provinces, and the im- 
portant fervices which (he rendered to her 

any- . 

The treaty of Utrecht, which redored 

the tranquillity of f Europe, gave the 

Spanifti poffeffions in the Low Countries 

C 4 to 
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to the German branch of the houf? of 
Auftria; and thefe Provinces, no>y taking 
the name of the Auftrian Netherlands, 
pafied under the dominion of the Emperor 
Charles the Sixth, to whofe defendants 
they have fince remained. Under the German 
Princes, this country, which had been 
harafled during almoft two centuries by 
continual wars, has enjoyed the bleffings 
of peace with little interruption. On the 
death of Charles the Sixth, the laft male 
fovereign of the houfe of Auftria, the pof- 
feffions of that monarch defcending to his 
daughter, the Princefs Maria Therefe, mar- 
ried to Francis Duke of Lorraine ; the 
ambition of many princes in Europe, and , 
among others of Louis XV* King of France, 
yvho afpired to fhare the rich inheritance of 
the houfe of Auftria, kindled a war, that 
extended itfelf to the Auftrian Netherlands, 
and in which Britain, fupporting the rights 
of a magnanimous princefs, coqabated 

again, 
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9gah}, though with lefs fuccefs, the^rmsof 
France in the Low Countries, The treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle corppofed this war, 
which was of no long continuance, and 
gave to thefe Prpyinces a tranquillity that 
has not fince been difturbed. By the con- 
tinuance pf long peace under Charles VL 
and the Emprefs Maria Therefa, combine^ 
with the cares of a more vigilant govern- 
ment, and with that free cpnftitution which 
has been maintained, a happy revolution has 
been wrought in the affairs of the Auftrian 
Netherlands. Since the pe?tce of Utrecht, 
but pqiose particularly fince the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, even aihidft the hard reftraints 
which the jealoufy or ambition of neigh- 
bouring powers has impofed, this country 
has made rapid a4yances to improvement of 
every kind. That languor, which from 
many difaftrous events had overfpread this 
part of the Netherlands, gives way to jl 
rifing (pirit of induftry, that carries its ac- 
tivity 
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tivity on all fides. The Arts occupy again 
a people noted of old for their ingenuity : 
the Cities affume a more animated appear- 
ance: Agriculture flourifhes, andCommerce 
Returns to vifit thefe regions, her early feat. 
l*o the Emprcfs Maria Therefa has fuc- 
ceeded her fbn, the Emperor Jofeph ll- 
In this prince f in whom the illuftrious 
houfe of Lorraine, that ruled fo long on 
the borders of the Low Countries, is united 
to the houfe of Auftria, commences pro- 
perly a new family, the family of Auftria - 
Lorraine, The felicity of this country ha£ 
gained no filial! acceffidn under this mo- 
narch, whofe attention has been happily 
turned towards this antient pofleffion of his 
family; and many fignal benefits' rendered 
to the Auftrian Netherlands, have diftin- 
guifhed the reign of Jofeph II. 

SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

THE • Auftriah Netherlands are cota- 
pofed of Provinces, which in'antient times',* 
governed each by itsownfovefeign, formed 
independent States, and pofleffed diftinft 
laws and a diftinft government. Thefe 
Provinces^ united in later times, under the 
dominion of the fame fovereign, have yet 
retained their original independence on each 
other, ' and preferved their particular laws 
andconftitution, acknowledging their prince 
by no other title than that which belongs 
to him as the fovereign of each diftind 
State, Duke of Brabant, Lord of Mechlin, 
Count of Flanders or Namur. Though 
the conftitution of thefe States is not in all 
refpe&s the fame, yet as they have had the 

fame 



fame original, and are founded on the fame 
principles, a general refetnblance may be 
found in the conftitutiou of all* 

Among the Provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries, Brabant has always held the pre* 
1 eminence. The Dukes of Brabant, in an- 
tient times, under the fucceflbrs of Charle- 
magne, feem to have exercifed an authority 
over the Princes of many of the other Pro- 
vinces, from which thefe Princes gradually 
withdrew themfelves, as they became more 
powerful. When the Low Countries were 
united under one dominion, Brabant be- 
came the feat of government, and the re- 
fidence of the Sovereign. When the General 
Affembly of the States of the Provinces was. 
convoked, thefirft place and voice belonged 
to the Deputies df Brabant. In tracing fome 
of the principal lines of the conftitution oB 
Brabant, we may behold the main lines o£ 
the conftitution of thefe Provinces. 

The 
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The great charter of the liberties of this 
Province is named the Ely the or JoyouS 
Entry of Brabantfr; fo nanied becaufe the 
Sovereign, whfen he enters on his. govern- 
ihent, binds himfelf by an bath to goverii 
according to this great charter, on which 
are founded the happittefs andfecurity of his 
&bj6&s. The Joyous Entry may be re- 
garded as a compa& between the Prince 
and the People. The rights and privileges 
claimed by the People are exprefled in nu- 
merous articles, and the conditions are 
declared on which the People . confent 
to yield obedience, and on which the 
Prince is willing to reign. In this great 
inftrument of liberty, the powers of the 
-States of the Province are afcertiined ; the 
Conftitution of the tribunals and courts of 
juftice is determined ; the magistrates and 
great officers of the State are defcribed ; the 
general rights and franchifes of all the citi- 

f Blyde Inkomfie van Brabandt. 

zens 
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zens arc recited in many important parti- 
culars ; even their exercifcs and amufement* 
are not omitted. A remarkable claufe is 
added, that if the Sovereign (hall infringe 
any article of the Joyous Entry, his fubjc£U 
ihall be releafed from fervice and duty un^ 
til due* reparation be made +. 

The Joyous Entry was obtained in thofc 
early times, when Brabant, yet. a fepatate, 
State, was governed by ijts own princes, the 
Dukes of Brabant : fome important addi-j 
tions were afterwards gained under the 
Princes of Burgundy and Auftria. The So'a 
vereigns of this State, during a longcourfe of 
ages, have, at thfi beginning of their reign, 
entered into folemn engagements to goyern 
according to the Joyous Entry. Thcfe en- 
gagements are made publicly, at Bruffels at 
the inauguration of the prince, andv in pre- 

f The Prince of" Orange availed himlelf of this* privi- 
lege of Brabant, in his declaration agajnft Philip II. 

fence 



TH« AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 31 

fence of the States of the Province. The 
cerempnies that accompany th^s folemn a& 9 
are fuch as recall to the prince the natural 
equality of, men, and the conditions on 
which a free people are willing to admit the 
rule of a fovereign. 

The States form an effentialand important 
part of the conftitution of Brabant, and a 
great fupport of its liberty. The States are 
compofedof the three orders, the Clergy, the 
Nobles, and the Third Eftate, as it is called, 
or the Commons. Two prelates and eleven 
abbots form the order of the Clergy, which 
is efteemed the firft order in the States. 
The Nobles make thp fecond order. The 
entry into the States is not open to all with- 
out diftin&ion whoare noble by birth, nor 
is it in the power of the pritace to introduce 
thofe whom he ennobles into this aflembly* 
The Nobles who enter into the States, muft 
exhibit proofs that their family has been 
noble during four defcents on both fides, 

and 
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and muft alfo poffefe eftdtci in Brabant df 
a certain yearly value in proportion to their 
rank, 4s Duke, Count, or Baron. The No- 
bles that enter into the States, according to 
this defcription, do not exceed at prcfent 
the number of thirty. TheThirdEftate,or 
the Comntons, are reprefented by deputies 
chofen from the magiftrates of the thred 
principal cities of Brabant, Bruffels, Louvain, 
and Antwerp. Thefe reprefentatives are in 
all feven. Antiently other cities in Bra- 
bant have exercifed their right of fending 
reprefentatives alfb. 

The States are aflembled at Bruffels. It 
is the important privilege of the States, that 
no tax can be impofed, or fubfidy granted, 
without their confent and authority. The 
care with which the conftitution has pro- 
vided, that the gift of public money ftiould 
not be too raflily made, deferves to be re- 
marked. When the Sovereign requires a 
fubfidy, his requifitioh is j^fcfented to the 

x States 
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States in the refpe&ful form of a petitioq. 
The States deliberate ; and the Clergy, and 
the Nobles, if they gjve their ponf^nt, con- 
fent in thefe terms, " provided that the 
Third Eftate fhallalfo confent." But the De- 
puties of the cities can give no confent, 
till they have collected the fenfe of the 
cities which they reprefent. For this pur- 
pofe, in eachi of the three principal cities is 
affembled the great Chamber of tfye City, 
compofed, as at Bruffels, of the Magistrates, 
of the antient Council, confifting of thofe 
who hay^ formerly been Magiftrates, and of 
the Rulers, or Deans, as they are called, of 
the Communities of Arts and Trades, which 
are divided into nine bands or nations. 
To this affembly, which is numerous, the 
Deputies report the requeft of the Prince, 
and the confent of the Clergy and Nobles. 
The Chamber deliberates on this propofi* 
tion, and the plurality of voices decides ; 
though this constitution partakes fo largely 

D of 
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of the republican fpirit, that it has fome* 
times been contended, that the confent of 
the Chamber is not duly obtained unlefs the 
Voices are unanimous. The Deputies make 
their report fo the States ; and if the three 
principal cities are unanimous in their con- 
fent, the fubfidy is granted ; but their com- 
mon confent is required. With fuch care 
the conftitution of Brabant has provided, 
that the People (hall not be too raftily 
loaded with oppreflive taxes, and that the 
Reprefentatives of the Commons fhall not be 
too lavifli and complaifant in their'grant of 
public money. When the fubfidy is 
granted, it ftill belongs to the States to im- 
pofe and colled the taxes that are to yield 
this fubfidy ; and thefe taxes are not to be 
impofed unequally, or arbitrarily, but 
fhared among, the different parts of the 
province, according to a juft and determined 
proportion. . ' , 

PerfoqaJ 
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Perfonal liberty aud fecurity, a? well as 
property, are well guarded by the CQnftitu- 
tion of Brabant. - No arbitrary mandate can 
deprive a citizen of *his liberty : his dwell- 
ing is facred: if he is fufpe&ed of a crime, 
the officers of juftice are not permitted to 
enter his houfe for the purpofe of appre- 
hending him, unlefs two magiftrates are 
prefent. He cannot be detained in prifon 
without juft caufe : within a fhort and li- 
mited fpace after his confinement, he has a 
right to call on his judges, that they may 
determine whether there are fufficient 
grounds for his detention. No foreign ju- 
rifdi&ion has any power over him. The 
Joyous Entry declares, that no native of 
Brabant fhall be drawn out'of his own pro- 
vince, to appear before the tribunal of ano- 
ther country ; neither can he be tried by 
any other than his natural judges, and thole 
tribunals, which the laws of Brabant have 
appointed 

Dz In 
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The Magiftrates of cities, and the. Ma- 
giftrates of bourgs and villages, judge in 
civil as well as in criminal caufes. In 
criminal caufes their fentence is final, and 
cannpt be reverfed : in civil caufes, there 
lies an appeal to the great tribunal of the 
Province, the Council of Brabant. 

The Council of Brabant, the fovereign 
tribunal of the Province, took its origin 
under the ftrft Dukes of Brabant, and after- 
wards received an ihcreafe of dignity under 
the Dukes of Burgundy. The Joyous 
Entry has by many articles regulated the 
conftitution of this tribunal, which it has 
juflly efteemed of high confequence to the 
liberties of the State. A President, named 
by diftin&ion Chancellor of Brabant, and 
fixteen Judges compofe this tribunal. The 
undue intrufion of ftrangers is guarded 
againft with laudable jealoufy. The Chan- 
cellor, if he is not a native of Brabant, 
muft poffefs eftates. of a certain yearly 

value 



THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 39 

Value in the Province. The other judges, 
with the exception of two, muft be natives 
©f Brabant. The judges, in cstfe of vacancy* 
are named by the Sovereign, out of a lift 
prefented by the Council of three coun- 
fellors learned in the laws for each judge* 
and when named are not to be difplacecL 

The jurifdi&ion of this tribunal, as 1 
court of juftice, is exteiifive. All civil 
caufes that have been litigated before the „ 
Magiftrates of cities and villages, may be 
heard by appeal in the Council of Brabant* 
Many caufes alfo fall under the cognizance 
of this tribunal in the firft inftance; in par-* 
ticular, all accufation on the fcote of fedition 
and treafon under its varioijs branches. All 
who are of the rank of Noble, Magiftrates, 
Counfellors, and others of the profeflion of 
the law, are fubjedt to the jurifdidtion of 
this court, in criminal as well as in civil 
Caufes.; The fentence of this tribunal is 
final, and admits no appeal* 

D 4 But 
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But the authority 6f the Council of fira- 
, fcant is not confined to the adminiftrationof 
juftice. The conftitution haS repofed ^n 
important truft with refpe& to legiflation 
in this tribunal, which is an intermediate 
power plated between the Prince and the 
People. The States of Brabant do not con- 
cur with the Sovereign in enacting of laws, 
otherwife than by the remonftrances which 
* they may addrefs to him ; but the Joyous 
Entry ordains, that no edidt or decree of 
the Sovereign (hall obtain the force of a 
law in Brabant, till it has been examined 
and approved by the Judges of this tribu- 
nal, and fubfctibed by the Chancellor of 
Brabant. Thus the legiflative power of the 
J^rince, already limited by the provifions 
of the Joyous Entry, is ftill further limited 
by the. controul which the conftitution 
has placed in the Council of Brabant. In 
the edi&s of the Prince that are fubmitted 

to 
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to this court, the Judges are bound to re- 
fpe& the difpofitions of the Joyous Entry; 
and it is a part of their oath, that they 
ihall fubfcribe no edi& which is in oppo* 
fitidn to this great charter. 

The Gouhcil of Brabant, which exercifes 
this high charge with refpe£t to legiflation, 
in antient times poffeffed a ftill greater 
power. At the acceffion of the houfe of 
Burgundy, it was ordained, that when the 
iPrince was abfent from the Province, the 
government flvould be vefted in the Council 
of Brabant. The jealoufy which the State 
entertained of the powerful houfe of Bur- 
gundy, beftowed this important charge on 
the Council of Brabant; but that privilege 
has not remained. 

This is a faint delineation of the conftitu- 
tion of Brabant, of the limits within which 
the power of the Sovereign is circum- 
fcribed, iand of the privileges (hat the Peo- 
ple 
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pie poffefs in fome important articles. With 
fuck limited powers governed antiently the 
Dukes of Brabant and Burgundy* and 
with fuch limitations in later times have 
governed the Auftrian Princes of Spain^ or 
of Germany. This description agrees alfo 
in the moft eflential points with the con- 
stitution of the other Provinces, where the 
Prince binds himfelf alfo, at his inatigu ra- 
tion, to govern according to the antient 
laws and uCages* where the States poffefs 
the power of impofing and levying taxes, 
and where the People are in like manner 
judged by the Magiftrates and the Council 
of the Province. Yet it is to be remarked, 
that the privileges of Brabant have been 
more accurately defined, and are more am- 
ply extended, than thole of any ■ other 
Province* • 

The 

* Strada relates, that pfegtiant wbmen frequently pafled 
from the other Provinces into Brabant, that their chil- 
dren 
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The Auftrian Netherlands enjoy the be* 
nefit of that wife conftitution which they 
have eftablifhed and maintained. Governed 
according to their own laws, fecured in 
their property and perfonal liberty, and 
charged only with moderate taxes impofed 
by themfelves, the Flemings enjoy the 
beft gifts of a free conftitution ; nor have 
they caufe to repine, in comparing their 
fituation with that of other countries, when 

drcn might partake the more extended privileges of that 
Province. 

Among the particular privileges of Brabant, is to be 
mentioned that noted privilege granted by the Emperors, 
and named the Golden Bull of Brabant, by which it is for- 
bidden to all Princes of the Empire, within or without 
their dominions, to exerciie any jurifdidipn over the na- 
tives of Brabant, uniefs juftice fhould be denied by the 
Duke of Brabant. The Council of Brabant was entrufted 
with the execution of this Bull, and was empowered to put 
to the ban of the Empire any Prince who fhould venture 
to infringe it. An article was inferted in the treaty of 
Weftphalia, to correct the abufes that had fprung from the 
Golden Bull of Brabant. 

they 
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they behold around them either nations 
that are fubjeS to arbitrary fway, or na- 
tions t^at, enjoying liberty, ire yet op- 
prefied with burthenfome taxes, from 
tohicjh thefe Provinces are happily ex- 
empted. 



8 EC- 
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SECTION -IV, 

FLANDERS, that Province, bywhofe 
name other nations commonly diftingiiifh 
all thofe countries, as they beftow on their 
inhabitants in general the name of the 
Flemifh, is the richeft and moll: populous 
Province of the Auftrian .Netherlands. 
Flanders; noted for fruitful lands and nu- 
merous cities, fpreads itfelf into a wide 
and extended plain, that is little interrupted 
by any eminence. The fea, which wafhes 
the ihore of Flanders, has reared a rampart 
againft itfelf, in hills of land raifed along 
the coaft, and, as it is faid, continues {till 
to retire from thofe rich plains, which it 
formerly covered, though in ages beyond the 
reach of hiftory. The noble river of the 
Scheld, which riling pa .She frontier of 

France, 
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France, takes its way through the Low 
Countries to the ocean, paffes through 
Flanders, and, navigable in all its courfe 
through that Province, wafhes Tournay, 
Ghent, and other citiesf. The Lys and 
other fmaller rivers join their ftreams. 
^.The Count of Flanders, from the power 
mid opulence of his State, held a high place 
-among the Princes of the Low Countries ; 
thevaflal,'" and one of the twelve Peers of 
France, and, like the other great vaflals of 
*hat kingdom, often formidable to its So 
vereigns ; conrie&ed for the moil .part im 
intimate league with England, whofe al- 
liance fupplied many advantages to the early 
indufhy of his fubje£ts # The family of 
Burgundy, which, introduced, into the Low 
Countries in the end of the fourteenth 
ceritury, with fo<rapid a progrefs fpread its 

f Our Englilh Poets have not fucceeded weH in defcribing 

the Scheld. One Poet ha.s unjuftly degraded , this nohje 

river, the Thames of thofe regions, by the appellation of the 

* lazy- beheld, wbilftjanother T?oet oot more happily has fung 

ofthc"japid Scheld's defcending wave." 

fway, 
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fway, in little more than half a century, 
over alraoft all the Netherlands, and by 
whofe title the houfe of Auftria has fince 
inherited thefe Provinces, firft entered into 
the Low Countries by the Province of 
Flanders. Philip, the firft Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and the fourth (on of John, King of 
France, having married Margaret, the 
heirefs of Flanders, daughter of Louis of 
Male, Count of Flanders, by virtue of that 
marriage acquired the Province of Flanders, 
and, with Flanders, Artois. Theacceflion of 
thefe rich Provinces to the Burgundies, 
which had been beftowed on Philip by 
King John, his father, in reward of his 
valour difplayed againft the arms of Ed- 
ward the Third, under the Black Prince, 
in the field of Poi&iers, gave a great fplen- 
dour to the new houfe of Burgundy, and 
foon drew ^long a wider dominion. Philip 
tranfmitted his States to his fon John, fur- 
pamedStins-Peur,or theFearlefs, thefecond 

Duke 
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Duke of Burgundy ; a prince memorable in^ 
the hiftory of France by the influence w]bich 
he acquired in the government, during the 
troubled reign of Charles the Sixth, when 
the enmity of {he houfes of Burgundy and 
Orleans divided that. unhappy kingdom, 
and prepared the w^y for the fuccefTes of the 
'Englifh under Henry the Fifth. 

Brabant, fwelling into hills of a gentle 
afcent, prefepts a more diverfified country 
than Flanders, as, in the greatefl; part of its 
extent, it yields little in fertility and po^ 
puloufnefs to that Province. -The rivers of 
Brabant, the Senne, the Dyle, the Demer, 
on whofe banks its antient cities are built, 
unite to form the Rupel, and pour their 
mingled ftreams into the Scheld, which, as 
it draws nearer to the fea, wafhing the walls 
of Antwerp, divides Flanders from Bra- 
bant. The Meufe, whofe fources are in 
Lorraine, one of the nobleft rivers of Europe, 
and navigable in a long courfe, having vi- 

fited 
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(ifgd many Proving, $H?u*l4$ $rtb*nt oj\ 
the N^rfh, and in pvt Qft fh<? Ij^tf* Th$ 
fliQUt of th? Br?b*r»4?r$ of qld, or the day 
tftettte* g^ve %o._tibkfir Pufc? thq title of 
the rich Puke; an 3ppellafip« tP which hq 
W^b enticed, as well op ^ccoujit of his rich 
&tO$inef 9 a? on gecovnt ef the opulence of 
his cities. . 

9rabant pjak^ it her head to have beea 
fh* original feat pf the tatty of Charle- 
magne; that mighty monarch, who fowaded 
fo vaft an empire, out of whqfe ruins fo 
many kingdoms Vd .principalities have 
arifen, Uader the fucceiTors of Charle- 
magne, the Dufee? of Brabant for fometiow 
f*ej:cifed an authority over a large part of 
the Low-Cpuntrie?* wifh the title of Dukes 
ofthekaww Lorraine, ojr Lothier. The title 
of Duke of Lqthier, which ftill remains 
annexed to Brabant, recalls the memory of 
that antient dignity. Before the acceflioa 
of the houfe of- Burgundy, the houfe. of 
E Lou vain, 
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Lou vain, whofe Counts were alfo County 
f>f Bruflels, gave Dukes tp Brabant for three 
perituries; a race of prince?, diftinguiflied 
as well by their martial as pacific virtues, 
tod under whom were acquired thofe im- 
portant privileges, that were afterwards the 
ramparts of* liberty againft the powerful 
houfe of Burgundy. The freirefs of 
Flanders, by whofe title that Province wa? 
obtained .to the houfe of Burgandy, opened 
alio to that family the .entrance into Bra- 
bant, by her defcent from the Dukes of 
, Brabant. Antony, the fccohd foil of Philip 
the firft Duke of Burgundy, and fhe brp- 
ther of John, furnamed the Fearlefs, was 
firft called to the fucceflion of Brabant ; and 
jthe race of Aptony,, who was flam at the 
battle of Agincourt, having fooh failed, the 
inheritance of Brabant devolved to his ne- 
phew Philip, furnamed the Good, the third 
Duke of Burgundy ; an able and fortunate 

prince. 



prince, who united the largeft part of the 
Netherlands under his command J. 

Mechlin, with its fmall diftrift, ftitl 
claims the honour to be a diftirift Province. 
The Lords of Mechlin antiently poflefled a 
wider State, and were fometimes formidable 
to the Dukes of Brabant. A remarkable 
inflance of this kind occurs in the twelfth 
century. Berthold, Lord of Mechlin, ta- 
king advantage of the tender years of God- 
frey theThirid, Duke. of Brabant, who was 

X The firft Prince of the family of Louvain was Godfrey 
the Bearded ; fo named from a vow which he had made, 
that be wppld permit his beard to grow, till he had regained 
tfre antient rights of the Dukes of Brabant* 

There is a whimfical remark, that the number three by 
fome fa&lity fwayed the houfe of Louvain, which reigned 
in Brabant for three centuries. an£ of whofe Princes three 
in fucceffion were named Godfrey, three were named 
Henry, and three were named John* The laft Trince of 
this family left alfo three daughters. The eldeft. Joanna* , 
was married to WenceUaus, Duke of Luxemburg, who 
reigned with her in Brabant. The fecond, Margaret of 
Brabant, was married to Louis of Male, Count of Flanders ; 
and from that marriage was dqrived the title by which the 
pukes of Burgundy entered into Brabant. 

E2 'yet 



|2 sezTCHZ* ariju kwxohy or 

ytt ad iftfant in the tfacBe, invaded Brahant ? 
and laid wafte the country around Bruffels, 
.The Regent, who governed during the mi* 
aority of Godfrey, <ftew together the force 
4)f Brabant to oppofe the Lord of Metihlm, 
and a fierce conteft etifoed. When the ear 
gageruent had been renewed two days, and 
♦i&ory was yet in fyfpenfe, the Regent on 
the third day, that lie might encourage his 
troops, commanded that the cradle in 
which the young Puke was laid IhcKjld be 
brought forth, and fhould be fufpended 
from the boughs of a tree in the fight of 
the two armies. At tin* fpe^taeie, the Bra- 
banders were fo animated, that they at- 
tacked the enemy with redoubled vigour, 
and gained ia complete vi£tory. A vale, 
where three fountains fpring, not far -from 
Bruflels, marks the place of this engage- 
ment. Godfrey afterwards, when he ftN 
tained to manhood, made war -on Berthold, 
faking the caftles that belonged to" him in 
' " l ^ " JJrabant, 
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Brabant, and compelling Berthold to take 
ah oath bf fealty; Mechlin annexed to 
Flihders canie, with that Province, into the 
.hands of the Dukes of Burgundy. • 

Haynault takes its name from the river 
Haine, that waibes Mon£ its capital t i 
country varied with hill and vale, with 
woodlaii4 and open field, planted with 
many cities and numerous villages* an4 
tanked among the mOft fruitful and pot 
ptilotos Provinces of the Netherlands Th* 
Covets of Haynault, Counts alfc of Hoi* 
Jand, Iceland, and Friefland, wene power- 
fill pripjces in that age in which the Duke* 
ofBurguntly entered into the Low-Coun* 
trie?, and added this State* to their other 
dominion Queen X&t>el of England, 
mid Edward her jfon, afterwards Edward 
the Thircjl, whofehiftory u fo much mingled 
* with that of the Netherlands, repaired to the 
Govt tf haynault, at the time when the 
E 3 Spenfers, 
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Spenfers, unworthy favourites, governed 
England under a weak Prince. Queen Ifabel 
obtained here ' the fuccours that (he fought. 
The Knights of Haynault, whofe names 
and families ftill remain in this country, 
• accompanied Edward into England, and by 
their arms contributed not a little to over* 
throw the Spenfers, and place the young 
Prince on the throne. During his ftay in 
Haynault, Edward became enamoured with 
the Princefs Philippa, daughter of the 
Count of Haynault; a lady of a rtiartial 
spirit, ; whom he took for his Queen. Af- 
terwards, when Edward determined to fet 
up his title to the crown of France, - and 
undertook thofe wars more glorious to the 
arms of England, than advantageous to her 
State, he fought, by means of the Count of 
Haynault, to draw the Princes of the Low- 
Countries into* his alliance. An Atobaf- 
fador paffed over from England to Hay- 
nault 
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fiauItxHi that cammiffibn, in whofe tritin* 
as Frbiffart related* ivere Englifh Knights 
who veiled one eye^ according to a vow* 
which, in the fpirit of chivalry of that age; 
they had made to theic miftreffes, ladies of 
England* thus to keep one eye covered* till 
they had wrought fome . notable exploit i& 
arms againft France* Edward and, his 
Queen often reforted to the Netherlands, 
Their. ions* Lionel*., by whofe title thfe 
houfe of York claimed the throne of Eng*- 
land in the war of the two Rofes, and John* 
commonly named John of Ghent* from 
whom fprang the royal branch of Laneafter, 
were born in that country* 

The Province of Nanui* is high and 
mountainous, yet not unfruitful, and con- 
tains rich mines bf lead, iron, and other 
metallic and mineral fubftarices* The 
river Meufe, increafed by the Satnbre, 
waters this Province, andgivesa commu- 
oicatioh with t Holland and France, The 
£ 4 banks 
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banks of the Meufe, rifing> in iofty and 
ftupendoufe rocks, naked, ot covered with 
thick woods, prefent a wild and romantic 
fceseiy. Villages climb up the fides if the 
fodcs, and caftles arc feen that ire built 
high upon the funuqit df the cliff. Her* 
ittitages and convents, fuiting well with 
the* hide and frtlemn appearance t>£ the 
banks, prefent themfelvtes in folitacy fpaces; 
Between thfcfe pi&ufrefque fcenes thte.Meuie 
keeps a fmooth and gentle courfe. The 
goocf fortune of thte houfe of Burgundy 
tfreto ah advantage from the prodigal hu* 
<iriotfr and neceffitids of the Count of Na- 
mur, to gain the pofleffion of that Pro- 
vince. The Count of Namun, the Lord 
of a Province not the moft opulent* having 
exhaufted his revenui in vain expenccs, was 
conftrained to fell his principality to Philip 
the Good, with this ftipulation, that he 
ihould retain the fovereignty during his life. 

. Xiiniburg, 
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Limburg, a land of green pafhires, k 
fituated beyond thfe Meufe. This Province 
was governed antiently by its own Dukes. 
In the thirteenth centuty, the Dukeof Lim»- 
burg dying Without male iffue, the fuccef- 
lion was cfifputed between the Dukes of 
Brabant and Luxemburg. The chance 
bf war, and the battle of Woring, famous 
in the annals of Brabant, decided in fa- 
vour of the Duke *of Brabant. Solemn 
festivals, and monuments that ftill remain 
*t Bruffels, celebrated this great vidtory, 
which gave a large acceffion to Brabant. 
A Poet of that age and country dedicates 
his poem, entitled The War of Woring, to 
a Princefs of England, daughter of Ed- 
ward the Ift, marriefd to John the lid, 
Duke of Brabant, that m learning the 
Flemish language, as he expreffes himfelf, 
ihe might alio become acquainted with the 
gallant deeds of that family into which 
flfc-had^nteYed. Since that time, the. Pre*- 

vince 
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vince of Limburg, "though it retains itt 
fliftin& aflerably of States, has remained 
ilri&ly united to Brabant, and the priyile* 
ges of the Joyous Entry have been aiikfc 
-extended to both countries* Limburj; 
paffed with Brabant under the ftvay of the 
houfe of But-gundy* 

Luxemburg is the moft . extensive* but 
*heleaft fruitful, and leaft populous, Pro- 
vince af .the Auftriafi Netherlands ; pre* 
fenting in its . wide bounds,, many ttidje 
mountains, undeir wliofe fiirface are yet Con- 
cealed valuable mines. The feudal- vaffalage, 
and the tyranny of the great Lords, remain- 
ed long in this Province,: not happily faul- 
ted for commerce, and containing few targe 
.cities. The Mofelle, whofe banks fup- 
-ply the only: vineyards that are found in 
the Netherlands, waflies the PfovihGe 
of Luxemburg. The Ardennes, that grdat 
foreft, which formerly from the banks of 
•the Mofelle extended itfelf over the Low- 
Countries 
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Countries as far as to the fhores of the 
Ocean, and of whofe woods there are ftill, 
many remains in thefe regions, retain their 
antient name in the Province of Luxen** 
burg,, and overfpiead . a great part of its 
extent, The Ardennes* gave the firft title 
to the Princes of Luxemburg, who antiently 
were ftyled Counts of the Ardennes. Among 
the Princes of Luxemburg is renowned 
that Prince in the fourteenth century, by 
right of marriage alfoKing of Bohemia, who 
fought againft the Englifh in the field of 
Crefly. Froiffart relates of this Prince, 
that, having loft his fight, he commanded 
his Knights to lead him into the hotteft 
part of the combat, where he might be 
fure' to ftrike a blow with effeft. His 
Knights obeyed his commands, faftening 
together the reins of his horfe and of 
their own horfcs, that they might not be 
fepara^ed from him by the croud* When 
the fight was ended, the Prince, who 

had 
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had advanced fat into the EnglHh rank*; 
was found lifelds oil the fields with his 
band of faithful Knights (lain around 
him, the reins of their horfes ftill fattened 
together The houfe of Luxemburg attain- 
ed afterwards to, great consideration in 
"Germany* Among the illuftrious families 
Df Europe, whofe Princes were advanced 
to the Empire, from the failure of the 
race of Charlemagne, till the imperial 
crown became as k ^rere hereditary in 
the family of Auftria, the houfe of 
Luxemburg form* one dynafly. The Pro- 
vince of Luxbmburg came to the family 
« of Burgundy from the ceflion of its fove* 
reign Elizabeth. That Princefs* affatied by 
her kinfmen, Princes of Saxony, who dif- 
puted her title, and unable to maintain h$r 
dominion, transferred her rights to Philip 
the Good, who was better able to fcpptft 
them* A revenue was ftipukted by Eliza- 
beth, as the price of the ceflion of hefr 

State •, 
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State ; but the Puke of Burgundy did not 
$uly fulfil his engagements t<? this Princcfs, 
who retired tQ Triers, where ihe ended her 
life in great obfcurity, 

Gelderland can fcarc? be accpunted an 
Auftriart Province. Of that large cpuptry, 
watered by the Rhine aqdMeufe* and with 
which i? incorporated Zutphen, alfo one of 
the Seventeen Provinces, only a fmall diftrift 
in the higher Gelderland, containing the 
city of Rurernond, belongs to the houfe 
of Auftria. Gelderland, laftof thdfe Pro* 
yinces, fell under t^e power of the houfe of 
JBurgundy f annexed by Charles the Bold, 
fori of Philip tjie £aod. The title by t 
which this Province was acquired, refle&s 
honour on Charles the Bold* Arnold* 
puke of Gelderland, that he might (hew 
his gratitude to that Prince by whom he 
had bfeen relieved from Jthe persecution of his 
unnatural ion Adolphus, by his; will her 
aueathed Gelderland and Zutphen to 

Charles, 
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Charles, excluding Adolphus and his de- 
scendants from any part of the fucceflion. 
The (on of Adolphus did not tamely fub- 
mit to a will, by which he was excluded 
from the patrimony of his anceftors*. 

A remarkable diftin&ion prevails between 
the Provinces of the Auflrian Netherlands, 

* Tne fifteenth century, in which tl^e Low-Countries 
were <Jrawn into one dominion by the houfe of Burgundy, 
is raernorabie in Europe by the union of Principalities, and 
the aggrandifem$nt of Monarchies, the different King- 
doms in Spain were then united into one powerful Mo- 
narchy under Ferdinand and Ifabeila ; the great fiefs o| 
France were annexed to the crown by Lbuis the Xlth and 
Charles the VTIIth : the houfe of Auftria, that reaped the 
fruits of the punbition of the Dukes of Burgundy, and of 
thepolicy of Ferdinand the Catholic, completed the fabric 
of its greatnefs at the clofe of the century. Europe, which 
had been divided into finjall Sovereignties, fince the fall of 
the empire of Charlemagne, now formed into great Mo- 
narchies, aflumed a new appearance. The fall of the 
great Bacons, in {he war of the two Roles, gave pecafion to 
Henry the Seventh at this time alfo to enlarge the regal 
power, and to advance England nearer to an equality with 
the great Monarchies that arpfe on the continent. 

The afpelfc of Europe in the eighteenth century may be 
thought to indicate the aggrandifement of the powerful 
Monarchies, and the duTolutipn of the fmailer States. 

that 
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that fome are properly Flemiih, while 
others are known by the name of Wal- 
loon Provinces. The difference of Ian* 
guage gives rife to this diftin&ion. The 
Walloon tongue, which is fpoken in the 
Provinces that bear that name, eflentially 
different from the Flemifh language, 
fpoken in the other Provinces, is that an* 
tient French language, which arofe out of 
the ruins of the Latin tongue in the age of 
Charlemagne, and was fpoken In France, 
as well as in the Walloon Low-Countries, 
in the ages fucceeding the reign of that mo- 
narch. This old language was named Ro- 
mance, or Gaulois ; and from the word 
Gaulois, corrupted into Wallois, has arif^n 
the name Walloon.. Whilft France, by 
gradual refinement, has improved the old 
Gaulois into thW fofter and more elegant 
tongue, which is now fpoken in that. king* 
jlom, theWallooh Provinces in the Low- 
Countries 



£ouii£ri?a have retainc4 their aqtie&ft 
language, more rude^ but ia its rudenefs 
bold ami t&eigetict 

: ^ Hayuault; apdNamur* with Artqss, nmy 
bo longer an Auftrian. Province* oampafe 
the Walloon Gauntry, The Walloon 
pspno and language are alio extended into 
the adjacent diftrifts of the neighbouring 
Provinces. A large part of Brabant, where 
that Proviirce borders on Haynault and 
JJamur, is named the Walloon Brabant. 
The affinity of language Teems alfo on fbmc 
eccafions to have wrought a nearer relation* 
In the wars kindled by the tyranny of 
Piiifip the Second, the Walloon Countries, 
more attached to the antient religion, firft 
feparated themfelves from the other Pro*. 
vinces, and, embracing the terms propofejl 
by the Prince of Parma, were reconciled to 
Spain. The Walloon troops, drawn from 
Provinces where .commerce was lefs gene- 
rally 
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tally pra&ifed, and whole terri to ry r border- 
ing on France, hall often been the feat of 
War, were noted for their martial fpiriti 
and coropofed afterwards the flower of 
the armies of f hilip* 



> 
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SECTION V. 

AT Bruges, and at Antwerp, are ftill 
to be feen the monuments of that ancient 
traffic which flouriflied in thofe cities. 

While the Flemings, poflTefled with a 
commercial fpirit, and encouraged by their 
Princes, were led to trace the feas at aa 
early time, that induftry which foon grew 
up in their country, with the prote&ion 
that was beftowed on traffic, drew alfb the 
traders of other nations to the fhore of 
Flanders*. Bruges in the fourteenth cen- 
tury 

* The early attention of the Princes of thfe country 
to commerce, appears from many inftances. In the ele- 
venth century, the Duke of Brabant waged war with the 
Count of Holland, on account of a fortrefs which the Hoi* 
lander had built on the banks of the Meufe, where Dor- 
drecht now flands, by which the traffic of the Brabanders 
with Britain was obftracted. In the twelfth century, Henry 

the 



tury was- the principal jnart of Europe* 
The fortunate fituatiqn of that city con- 
fpired with other sircuipfl^nces tp render 
it the center of commerce in tfyat agf. 
The merchants of Venice deported ap 
Bruges the rich cprpmodities of Italy ancj 
the Leyant, wjiile the traders of th^ 
Hanfe Cities tranfported thither the ruder 
produfitipn? of the North. Bruges holding 
a middle place between t;he nations of 
Northern and Southern Europe that firf^ 
applied themfejyes to commerce, and fup- 
plying 2l free port, the traders from Jtl^e 
fliorcs of the Baltic, and the Mediterra- 
nean, chpfe rather to ftore their merchan- 
dife in the warehouses of Bruges, than 
to undertake long voyages in an age in 

ttieFHt* Duke of Brabant, obtained for the merchants 
of his country an exemption from duties through the courfe 
of the Rhine, and afterwards through all the bounds of 
Ggrppny. The Counts of Flanders, in their treaties 
with England, feldom failed to flipulate articles favourable 
to the commerce of thefr fubje&s. 

F 2 which 
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which navigation was as yet fo imperfeft. 
This city attained its height of commercial 
fame under the Dukes of Burgundy* 
Moft European nations had at that time 
their Confuls refiding at Bruges, where 
the houfes are ftill (hewn that they inha- 
bited. In the end of the fifteenth trentury, 
when the Low-Countries firft paffed under 
.the power of the Auftrian Princes, the 
peace of Flanders being much fhaken by 
inteftine tumult, Bruges began to decline, 
and the feat of commerce was tranfported 
to Antwerp. That city of Brabant, aug- 
mented by the decay of Bruges, an^l 
happily feated.on the banks of a navigable 
river, whole deep and capacious bed fup- 
plied a port for veflels of the greateft bur- 
den, fbon became fo eminent in trade, and 
attracted fo much the refort of merchants, 
that, in the phr;afe of a writer J of that 

J Gtiicciardini. 

. . . age, 
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age, Antwerp, where all languages were 
fpoken, feemed to be the common city of 
all nations. The Scheld was covered with 
, numerous fleets, that kept their courfe to 
this celebrated port; and the multitude of 
ihips was fo great, that veflels were long 
detained, before they could Approach to 
the quays to difcharge their rich freight, 
A New World added to the Old incrcafed 
the commerce of this city, which fupplied 
the principal articles of traffic with the 
new-difcovered regipns. The English, who 
in that age had made only feeble eflkys ia 
commerce in which they have fince (b 
much excelled, and whofe fhips fcarce 
vifited any ports befides thofe of the Ne- 
therlands, had eftabliflied a factory at Ant- 
werp. Thofe quays and canals fb fitly 
pcinftru&ed for trade, that exchange which 
gave to J^ondoii the model of a like build- 
ing, and that magnificent ftru&ure built 
for the reception of the Eafterlings, fo the , 
F 3 merchants 
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merchants from the Baltic were named/ 
Recall to mem6ry the ancient pride of this 
commercial city. 

The reign of the Emperor Charles the 
Fifth was the sera of the fplendor of 
Antwerp. The inaufpictous reign of 
Philip the Second wrought a fatal change. 
Pillaged by the Spanifh foldiefy, befieged 
afterwards by the Prince of Parma, and de- 
ferted by many of the inhabitants when 
>ediiced by the arms of that Prince, Ant- 
werp declined faft, and by htr "decay added 
to the rifing greatriefs of Amftefdam. But 
the entire overthrow of the commerce of 
Antwerp was referved for the reign of 
Philip the fourth, and the treaty of Muii- 
fterl In that treaty, Holland, triumphant 
in arms, gave the law ; and that republic, 
now beholding thefe Provinces from which 
fhe was feparated with the eye of a jealous 
and imperious rival, arid afpiring to fecure 
"to her ovvn ports all cortifti'ertfe-mthe Low- 
Countries, 



Countries, extorted this 4»nceffion frdm the 
weaknefs of Spain, That Antwerp, whofc 
competition §ie dreaded, Should no longer 
hold any communication with the Ocean 
by the navigation pf the Scheld. Thus the 
Jboafted port of Afltwerp jfras rendered 
^vain: the numerous branches by which 
the Scheld difcharges itfelf into the fea, 
feized to the fole dominion of Holland, were 
no longer open to the veflels of other 
nations, nor gave to * the (hips of Antwerp 
a paflage to the main. The commerce of 
this qity, languifhing before, was now at 
once extinguished ; her exchange was for- 
saken, her warehoufes were empty ; and the 
«§6held, -formerly vifited by numerous fleets, 
now wafted no other veflels to her port, 
befides trading barks fromT the rivers and 
canals of Holland. 

The fall of Antwerp gave a mighty blow 
to the .commerce of the Auftrian Nether- 
lands; yrhilft Holland/ remembering the 

'""•' ?4 antie 

n 



antiept celebrity of Bruges, extended alfr 
her jealoufy to that city. The calamities 
tkat enfued, and the weak government of 
Spain, added to the decline of trade. The 
commerce of the Flemings, which had beea 
Jo flourifhing under the firft AnfUiaa 
PriAces, futik almpft entirely at the clofe 
of the laft century, under the laft Prince? 
of that hoafe* wfcp filled the throne of 
%aip. :, 

Since the fovereignty has been tran£. 
ported to the Auftrian Prindes of the Ger- 
pianlifrc* the commercial fpirit, though re* 
preffed by many, difficulties, ha$ revived 
by flow degree?. Not long after the- afc- 
feffion of the German Sovereigns^ an at* 
tempt was made to animate the languiflnng 
taaflje of thjs country, . \>y opening a trade 
to the Eaft Indies ; an4 3 campapy was 
^re<5le4 at Offend, Xhfi principal port of the 
&uftrian Flanders, by the authority of the 
J*$pwriaL Qourt, for. the purppjfe of prpfq T 
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cuting that commerce. ; The jeatoufy of? 
{ioliand, infrifing into England and other.' 
patkm? a lrke jealoufy of the: Company of 
jOfiend, defeated this undertaking in* its* 
infancy, and excluded the Catholic Ncthet* 
lands fmrn air commerce with that Afiatic 
region^ yrhich to ; Holland, herfelf Had 
opened 4uch ftores of. wealth. Though, by 
this exclufion,; a new reftraint was added to 
the former reftraints impofed on traffic^ 
yet the natives of the Auftrian Provinces, 
enjoying the fweets of long peace, and; 
aided by a more a&ive Qovernment, havp 
fought, to avail themfeivesof the advantage? 
that (till renjfin for the profecution of 
commerce • Inhabiting a fruitful region, 
whofe coaft is walhed by the Ocean, and 
^trhich, formerly abounding in raanufao 
fures, is yet not deftitute of them, th^jr 
Jiavd thought that they might juftly afpire 
tp partake, in fome degree, the benefits of 
tr^ffic ? although the competition of many 

powerful 
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powerful nations, who, fihce the declen- 
iion of this country, have entered into the 
tirfcer of commerce, . forbids them ever to 
afpire to that eminence which they for* 
nrerly poffefled. 

But the.progrefs of commerce has been 
chiefly forwarded by the cares of the pre- 
fer Sovereign, and by the events of his 
Tfcign. When this Prince fucceeded to the 
«fovereigtity, "the Auftrian Netherlands 
enjoyed a profound peace/ while the com^ 
tnerckl'Powers in their neighbourhood were 
engaged in fharp war. This favourable 
moment was not loft. The refpeft that 
was paid to the Imperial colours, while the 
flags of other nations were molcfted, en- 
*couraged the Flemings to engage in more 
"fexttnfive enterprifes of trade. At the fame 
^irme Oftend*wa$ declared a free port. The 
Veflels of all countries were induced to carry 
: thih merchandife to this port, which be- 
came a ftaple ■ of commerce ; and a large 

part 
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part of the traffic df-fhfe nations thtft wejte 
at war* was carried 6a under Iittperitfl Cft- 
16urs, and by the pott 'of CHteiid. *Fhb 
harbour <jf that city was enlarged, thfet it 
might contain the numerous veffels by 
which it was vifited; and thfe W^fe Weife 
extended, that habitations might be foufl4 
for the numerous -ftrahgers who crouded 
thither from all parrs. 

From this favourable conjuncture a great 
advantage has accrued to commerce. - 
Though the war which engaged the neighs 
"bouring powers has now ceafed, yet thit 
"traffic which the fhore bf ^Flanders had *fctt- 
tra£ted during the continuance of the vrac, 
has not difappeared. The minds of men, 
turned to mercantile purfuits, and animated 
by gain, keep on the feme courfe* Ofterid, 
though now lefs reforted to, yet retaining 
the privileges of a free pbtt,*contains nume- 
rous {hips in her harbour. The. traffic of 
the Auftrian Netherlands embraces a wider 

fphere* 
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rfphere. * A , commercial intercourfe is 
bpehed with the American States, whofe 
*trkde is no longer confined to Britain. If, 
by the jealoufy of Holland, the Flemings 
rhave been excluded fronr a diredt commerce 
-1*rith the Eaft ltidies,;yef Triefte,* fituated 
hi the dominions of their Sovereign, on the 
Gulph of the Adriatic, affords an opportu- 
nity of trading from .that port to the rich 
icoafis of Afia/ The; fhores of Africa are 
SlKq vlfited hy tjte Blips of this country ; 
*fid the Flemings purfue on that Coaft the 
^Hhe unhallowed traffic, ■ which other Eu- 
ropean nations ' have fo long praftifed with- 
out fcruple. 

. Whilft trade has advanced in the Auftrian* 
jProYihces, a^d has gathered ftrength from 
c fche "encouragement of the Sovereign, the 
inhabitants have called to mind the benefit 
that their country formerly derived from 
'the Scheld,. and.feel fenfibly the difadvan? 
tages riiatarifeifrotn the obftru&ed navigja- 
•',""'• tion 
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tion of that river. The fhbres of Flanders, 
on account of (hallows and banks of faud, 
are dangerous to the mariner. Sluys, the 
ancient port of Bruges, yielded up to Hol- 
land, has long been loft to thefe Provinces, 
The port of Oftend, little known when this 
country was in moft profperous ftate,.'but 
now the principal port of Auftrian Flan* 
ders, improved with much labour and ex- 
pence, is yet liable to inconveniences that 
it may not perhaps be pradicable to remove. 
While commodious ports or havens are thus 
wanting, the Flemings have recolle&ed the 
advantages of that river, which admits the 
veflels from the ocean by a fafe entrance 
into its bed, and which, in its capacious 
channel, fupplies to Antwerp almoft the 
nobleft port in Europe. Above all, the citi- 
zens of Antwerp, who behold the full and 
deep current of the Scheld gliding by their 
walls, and who from their towers defcry 
that diftant fea to which their fhips are 

not 
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not pcrr^iited to appteacb, have regretted 
, that bondage \n which their city has beea 
fb Jong kept by the. articles of a treaty too 
rigorous, add h?ive flattered . therofelves 
with- the/ hope, tfcat the fanje Prince who 
has been able to open to his fubje&s ia 
Germany and Hungary the navigation of 
the -Danube, pightalfp be able to regain to 
his fubje&s in the Lpw«.£!ountries the free 
navigation of the SehelcJ- , 

The Emperor has not beeiji unwilling tp 
fecond the defires pf his Ftemjfh fubje<9ts ^ 
and the attention • of Europe * Jias been 
turned to the exertions jraack by this Prince 
to obtain the n^vjgatyon of this important 
river. The efforts of the Sovereign in this 
inftaoce J>ave japt bopn crowned with fuc- 
cefs* and Antwerp .has fallen from the 
hopes which jfhe ha$ conceived. A more 
fortunate con|ui><9ture may arrive, when, 
a&uatedby jpqpce ljfce^l.principjes of com- 
cnercg, pr fff£&d fyr tfee Yoice of cpfc£piring 
. . nations 



nations to whgfe accefe the Scheld is now 
denied, and left fuilainqd by* a powerful 
monarchy, Holland may be t more eafily 
tkterrtained to relinquish a right, lefs pro- 
stable to her own Republic than detriment 
tal to the Auftrian Netherlands, and when 
an antierit and noble city may be reftored 
to thofe natural benefits of which it has 
been fo long deprived. 

While trade fuffers an obftni&ion from 
the want of commodious ports, other caufea 
may alfo be noticed, that have been detri- 
mental to commerce in thefc countries, and 
by which its progrefs may 4H11 be retarded. 

It is to be remarked, that the power of 
impofing duties on all imports and exports 
in the Auftrian Netherlands, is a prerogative 
belonging entirely to the Prince ; as the cuf- 
tom-dutie§ are appropriated entirely to the 
reyenueof the Sovereign, of which they makd 
*io inconfiderable part. This high prerogative^ 
which it feems not eefy to reconcile «rth« 

with 
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with the free fpiritof the confutation, of 
with the interefts of commerce* unknown 
in more early times, was firft affumed under 
plaufible pretexts by Philip the lid, not 
long after that reconcilement took place* 
by which the Catholic Provinces confented 
to return to the dominion of Spain. The 
States of the Provinces* and particularly 
the States of Brabant, remonftrated againft 
this power affumed by the Sovereign ; but 
their remonftrances did not prevail. Philip 
did not defift from the exercife of this pre* 
rogative, which, t ranfmitted to his fucceffors, 
is at length become inherent .in the Prince*,. 
The bad efFe&s that may refult to commerce 
from the indifcreet ufe of this power;, 
may eafily be underftood. Valuable branches 
of commerce, that fuftauf little prejudice, 
from moderate impofitions, may be entirely 
loft when they are fubje&ed to heavier 
burdens; and while a prince, by unwifely 
increafiog the cuftom-duties, feeks to aug- 
ment 
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ritfent his revenue, the fountain itfelf from 
which wealth flows into his treafury, as 
tVell as into his country, may be entirely 
Sried up. This truth has not always been 
Well underftood by the Auftrian Priiices, re- 
dding at a diftance from the Netherlands, 
2nd tittle acquainted with mercantile af- 
fairs ; and the decline of commerce, under 
the Spamfh Princes in the laft century, 
may fee in fome part afcribed to the inju* 
dicious exercife of a prerogative, by which. 
Commerce is fubjefted to the will of the 
jrionarch* A better exercife of this pre- 
rogative may he relied on in the hands of 
the present Sovereign, who has vifited his 
Flemifh States, and who, to an attention to 
advance their trade, has added a juft difcerq- 
rtient of the principles of commerce *. 

" Internal 

* An Imperial cdift that has lately beep the fubjed of 
political diiculfions in Britain, and by which high duties 
are irapofed on Engtifh merchaadif* imported into the 
Auftrian Netherlands, affords a proof of the controul which 

G the 
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Internal commerce is neceffary to the 
fupport and growth of external commerce. 
The interior commerce poffefles here fome 
advantages that facilitate its progrefs : in 
particular, it draws much benefit from that 
eafy communication, which is maintained 
by thofe numerous canals, which in this 
puntry are of fuch antient formation, and 
ich England has begun fo lately to imi- 
tate. Yet there are reftraints alio, that, em* 
harraffing the internal communication, are 
'prejudicial to trade. Such are thofe re- 
ftraints that in many cities and diftri&s arife 
from exclufive privileges, of very old date-, 
granted to certain ranks of men, who have 
the fole right of tranfporting goods by land, 
or water, within certain limits. Such are 

the Sovereign exercifes over die Flemifh commerce. Charles 
the Firft would willingly have aflumed the fame authority 
over the cuftoms in England, which Philip the Second ac- 
quired in the Catholic Netherlands. The Parliament of 
England fucceeded better than the States of Brabant in 
Vithftanding this pretenfion of the Prince. 

alfo 
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llfo the^reftriintsi that arife from, thofe 
numerous offices ere&ed for the, gathering 
fcf duties* and from that repeated vifitation,- 
vexatious to the trader; to whifchhis mer* 
ehandife is fubje&ed in its paflage from 
place to place; fbls enibarraflment arifes 
in a great degree from the cbnftitution of 
this countryi tfrhere the Provinces, former- 
ly feparate principalities, flilj keep their 
independence, poffeffing each its diftind 
reven^e^ and impofing and colle&ing it$ 
diftinft taxes ; where the trader of Flan* 
dersfr who transports his merChahdife into 
Brabant or Haynaultj now under the do- 
minion of the fame Prince, is fubje&ed to 
the payment of frOfttier-dutiesi as ahtiently 
when thefe Provinces were governed by 
diftinft Princes. The internal communi- 
cation is likewife much iatertupted herej 
by the interpofitidii 6f the doiiiinions of 
the neighbouring States, which in many 
62, £aft* 
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territory*. 

The fe#s and reguhttteiis ofcdmifterti 
framed in thb ^otihtry* M the bgfe of ki 
fbfehdbr* much ftlr^Cfed thofe of ttther 
countries, And Were* adopted by th6 heigfo 
bdiiring nation* tft« aftSrW^rflfr applied 
themfelves W> tbnirWrei j But. Sfcefe that 
jperiod, ctttaftrtrcial regulations hive gained 
irrtprotertient from the increase* ekperieitee 
bf other State*, whdffe «&£<£ ihigfct ho* 
lie adopted ^rith itdvaritagfc W *ernedy the 
defe&s tfta* ani Fotmd hefe. Thtis, jimong 
other inftaht&B, ciriifes relating td iner eiitt- 
tile matters, tfeatiri other cbtoritriei aire filffl- 
itarify aefiiefed by jtidges Who *fe. thett!- 
felves ikilled ifi c\jfamercMafeirs, 6r whofe 
judgment Is prided by the ttiflohts of mef- 

1 __ * Thtu the dominion of France, intervening between the 
Auftrian cities of Mons and Tournay, renders the commu- 
jricatien ef tho Sch6lfl of Shall ufe tbO*fc «2&» itt flair*- 
tercourfe with each other. 

chants, 
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«hant$/ are here fabjefted to a long and 
fxpcnfive procefs through courts of law, 
and are dsdded by judges who are not 
verfed in affeirs df tr^de, nor draw much 
light from the experience of mercantile 
perfons. This difadvantage has been re- 
marked ; and it has been {aid, that a tribunal 
Is to be erected here, on a model whicljL 
h found in feme countries, competed of 
judges (killed in commercial matters, to 
whofe eognkance zA mercantile contra? 
verfies are to be referred. That confu? 
0on alfo whieh prevails in tte Jurisprudence 
e># this country, where each province poffeffei 
its own laws, differing in many points from 
fhofe of the other Provinces, is perplexing 
fo commerce, - - 

Among the circumftan^es that obftruft 
the progrefs of trade, is alio to be num-f 
bered that opinion which is entertained 
here, that the profeffion of commerce is 
Writable to the dignity of men ©f noble 
Q 3 fsontyi 
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family; a vain prejudice, which has ga\ne4 
ftrength under the government of Spair^ 
particularly mifplaced in a country tha{ 
Owes its chief celebrity to traffic, at*d wftqif 
noble families are for the moft part fprung 
from commercial anceftors. The detri- 
ment which commerce fuftains from this 
prejudice is the greater, that nobility is 
eafily attained here, and embraces a very 
wide circlq. England, where the fons and 
defendants of noble families difdain not 
to engage in commercial purfuits, fets in 
this refpe& an example to other nations, 
that is Worthy their imitation. TThe prefent 
reign promifes to cdrre# this prejudice in 
the Auftrjan Netherlands. The Eimperor 
has fufficiently teftified, by the honours 
which he has paid to perfons eminent in 
the mercantile line, in what high eftima- 
tion he holds a profeffion, whicl? gives ex- 
ercife to a vigorous and improve^ under- 
landing in thofe who praftife it, and which 

tends 
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tends fo much to advance the wealth and 
profperity of jiatioris. 

The rifing commerce of this country has 
infited many perfons of the mercantile pro- 
ffeffion, from other parts of Europe, to fix 
their abode here. Among thefe are Eng- 
lish merchants, who bring with them into 
this country thofe liberal and enlarged' 
thoughts, that fo generally belong to men 
of that clafs in England, and whofe a&ive 
spirit employs itfelf with fuccefs in pro- 
moting the traffic of thefe Provinces. To 
their exertion is owing the eftablifhment 
of a bank at Bruflels ; an eftabliftiment, 
which, though fo neceffary for facilitating 
the operations of commerce, is yet new in 
the Auftrian Netherlands. ' > 
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SECTION VI, 

TH£ early improvement of mawfa^ 
tureS is the boaft of the Fleqaifh Profincef* 
Tfeeffo not unknown here }a th* ag? ol 
Charlemagne* ffipn attained to higher per* 
fti&ion in the ages that fucceeded. While 
the neighboring nations fcaree knew amy 
othfr occupation betides that of war, th* 
bufy inhabitants of Flanders and Brabant 
were trained ta the diligence of trades and 
grafts, which were held here in peculiar 
fftesm. Many parts of ingenious art were 
invented f c iipproved by the Flemings, 
who were long unrivalled in the excellence 
of their fabrics of various kinds, 

^mong the manufactures that flourifhed 
here at an early time, and that brought 
great emolument to the natives, was that 
woollen roanufa&ure, whofe origin in thefe 

Province? 



T#E AVSTfUAH KETHEStXAttDS, ^ 

Provinces is recorded to have been of the 
i»oft antieat date. The Princefles, 
<fc**ghfers of Charlemagne, are faid tp 
ha*e employed their leifure in the tex- 
ture of woollen fabrics. In the twelfth 
century, this nfianufa&nre, well understood 
qnd happily purfued, gave occupation to 
vaft multitudes, and brought immenfq 
wealth to Flanders and Brabant. The; 
bounds of the cities were enlarged, that 
they might contain that fwarm of inhabit 
tants who pyrfued the labours of the 
loom; and the frequent diflenfions that 
arpfe between the numerous manufacturers 
crouded in the fame city, needed often, 
to be repreffed by the po^r of the Prince* 
Louvain above all was diftinguifhed by its 
fiourifhing woollen trade. The relations, 
that have been tranfmitted concerning the 
multitudes engaged in this art that were 
antiently contained within Louvain, could 
(carcely gain credit, unkfsthey were con- , 

firmed 
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firmed by the large extent of that now 
decayed city. The woollen trade conti- 
nued long to enrich the Flemings. Philip 
the Good, Duke of Burgundy, decorated 
that order of Knighthood which he infti- 
tuted with the title of the Golden Fleece, 
in honour of a manufacture from which 
his dominions derived fo much wealth*. 

The 

* Petrarch, fo celebrated by his love for Laura, who vifit- 
ed thefe countries in the fourteenth century, has noticed 
this induftry of Flanders : " Etvidi cateros Flandria Bra* 
hantiaque populos, lanificoi atque textores" 

The eminence of the Flemings in many arts, and parti- 
cularly in that weaving trade in the remoteft times, under 
the ' government of Rome, might be fliewri; from many 
pafiages of antient authors, if thefe Effays w$re not 
confined to a later period. " Shall the Roman Empire 
fell, if the country of Artois withholds its woven 
garments ?" was the faying of a Roman Emperor, 
when the Belgic Provinces were feized by the German 
invaders. The irruption of the barbarous nations was 
fatal to that induftry, as well as to hufbandry and 
commerce, which had made fome progrefs here at that 
diftant period ; though it may be thought, that the early 
revival of arts among the Flemings was in fome meafure 
owing to that root which they had taken under the govern- 
ment of Rome. Some cities alfo, though now of faiall jnp]te 
in this country, were founded when it was held by the Ro- 
mans : 
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The wool of England, of a more ex* 
pellent quality th^n that of Flanders, con- 
tributed not a little tp the perfe&ion of the 
Flemifh manufe&ure. In thofe ages, the 
Englifli, 4C fhephenjb only to Flanders and 
Brabant," unskilled in arts, and infenfible 
of the riqhes which their ifland poflefTed in 
the fleeces of her flocks, endured that the 
Wool of England jhould be tranfported to 
ftrarigers, and were contented to be fup- 
plied by the looms of Flanders with that 
drapery, and thofe woollen webs, of which 
thetnfelves had furniflied the materials, A 
ftaple was appointed in the Low-Countries 
where the Englifli wool was fold ; and the 

mans : the cities that have flourished in modern times are 
of a more recent origin. Bruffels in the eighth century con- 
fitted only of a few hamlets fcattered on the banks of the 
Senne. Charles, Duke of theXower Lorraine, excluded by 
the power of the Capet family from the throne of France, 
to which he had a juft title as the defcendant of Charle- 
magne, laid the foundation of the greatnefs of Bruffels in 
the tenth century, having raifed a palace, where he made his 
ibode, in anifland furrounded by the arms of the Senne, 
&ow cndofedwitbin the walls of Bruffels. 

Englifli 
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English Princes, on various oecafions, rafhly 
beftowed on thefe lands, in vain preients, 
this valuable commodity of their king- 
dom. Inward the Third, folicitous to dravy 
the Prince* of the Netherlands into hi3 al- 
liance, when he afpired to the crown of 
Prance, difhibuted among the Flemings 
gifts of wool with a lavifh hand. An im-> 
portant privilege is recorded, which the 
drapers of Braffels obtained from this Prince 
Ibr their trade. Yet by degrees the Englift> 
perceived the lofs that they fuftained from 
their own anfkilfulnefs, and began tp 
afpire to the art of the Flemings, whofe 
riches they beheld with envy. Edward 
the Third, not negligent of the improve- 
ments of peace amidft the wars to which 
be ww prompted by ambition, fought to 
engage the artificers of PJapders to pafs 
into England. The difperfion of the mai 
nufa&urers of k°ijvain alfo in that age, 
introduced into England, in feme degree, 

the 
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the flull of the woollen trade*. Wenceflaus, 
Duke of Brabant, incenfed againft the c£ti? 
zens of Louvain on account of the firequeat 
tumults in which they were engaged, ex* 
pelled the manufacturers from that city f 
and, by that unwife and too rigorous chaf- 
tifement,* wrought the fall of Louvain. But 
the progrefs of the Engliih in arts was 
flow ; and it was not till a later period^ 
when the ftrife of the red rofe and the 
white had fubfided, and when the tyranny 
of thfc £)uke of Alva had caufed a more 
complete difperfioh of the Flemilh arts, 
that the Engliih applied themfelves to 
works of ipduftry with fuccefs. Then en* 
joying repofe tindfe* the goverhftieht of a 
politic Queen, and taught by the Flemings, 
who fettled in gteat number among them, 
they purfued the weaving arts ; and fiace 
that time, adding new improvements to 
the ikill of their matters, and retraining 
within their own ifk the fleeces of their 

country, 
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country they have furpafled all nations 
in that wool ten mataifa&ure» which noW 
diftributes its produ&s td the rtmottft parts 
of the globe ^ and fupplies to England a 
principal fourte of its wealth •* 

Befides 

* The Fleece, a beautiful poem, and well Anted to the 
BritiQi mufe, has defcribed the migration of the weaving 
arts from Flanders, and their various fettlements in Eng- 
land, the origin of our flourifhing woollen trade t 
. Oufday arofe* - - 

When Alva's tyranny, the weaving art* , 
Drove from the fertile vallies of the Scheld. 
With fpeedy wing, and fcattered courfe, they Jled* . 
Like a community of bees, difturb'd 
By fome relentlefs fwain's rapacious hand ; 
While good Eliza to the fugitives ' , 

Gave gracious welcome ; as wife Egypt erd 
To troubled Nilus, whofe nutritious flood # : 

With annual gratitude enrich'd her meads* 
Then, from fair Antwerp, an induftrious train 
Crofs'd the fmooth channel of our fmilingfeas ; 
And in the vales of Cantium, on the banks 
Of Stour alighted, and the naval wave 
' Of fpacioua Medway ; fome on gentle Yare, ' - 
And fertile Waveney, pitch'd ; and made their feats 
Pleafant Norvicum, and Colceftria's towers : 
Some to the Darent fped their happy way : ' . 
Berghem, and Sluys, and elder Bruges, chofe 
Antona's chalky plains, as4fcttch'd their tents 

t)6wd 
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Befides the woollen manufa&ure, many 
other manufa&ures in former times em- 
ployed the labour, and augmented the 
riches-, of the Flemings. That early cor- 
refpondence which the Italian States en- 
tertained with' the Low-Countries, was 
favourable to the Flemifh iriduftry. Venice, 
which firft of modern : States claims the 
praife of having introduced many arts into 
Europe from the Eaft, taught to the people 
of the Netherlands the flcill of curious ma- 
nufaftures, which fhe had learnt from her 
intercourfe with Afia; and the Flemings, 
by their care and ingenuity, foon equalled 
or furpafled the workmanfhip of their 
mafters. Manufactures increafed with the 
growing commerce of thefe Provinces* 
Antwerp, in the fixteenth century, was not 

Down to Claufentum, and that bay fupine 
Beneath the fhade of Vela's cliffy ille. 
Soon o'er the hofgitable realm they fpread, 
- With cheer reviv'd ; and in Sabrina's flood 
And the Silurian Tame their textures blanched, &c. 

more 
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itior* renowned by her traffic, than 1>y the 
brandies of art in which her inhabitants 
wtrd employed. The writers of that age 
enumerate with admiration the various 
induftry of that city j her magnificent tar 
peftries, and rich embroideries ; her fabrics 
of velvet, fattin and damalk ; her ikill in 
refining metals and polifhing precious 
{tones; with other fcurious inventions, 
that drew the wonder even of thofc who 
had been accuftotned to behold the arts and 
ingenuity of Italy. At that time thd ikill 
and labour of the Flemings fuppiied mailu*- 
fa&ures not only to th$ greateft part of 
Europe* but alfo to the new-difcorered «*■ 
gions in Afia and America. .The gold of 
the Indies, according to the expreffion of a 
late elegant write? of this country*, oniy 
paffed through the hands of the Spaniards 

* The Count de Neny, who held the office* of f*re£flent 

of the Privy-Council of the Auftriah Netherlands, lately 

dead, author of " Memoires Hiftoriques et Politique* 

des Pays-bas Autrichtehs ; f * a work compofed for the edu- 

• eation of the Emperor. ' , 

and 






and Pdrt^jgtfefe, jp repay the induftry 0f 
the inhabitants of the Netherlands. 

The manufactures of the Ftemiih Pro- 
vinces experienced $ rapid decline in the 
jeigu of Philip the Secqiid ; and the fall of 
commerce after jhe peace 0/ fl^unfter, with 
the calamities that j?nfucd in the latter 
period of the Spantfh government, com- 
pleted the evils wfrich the perfecutiop 
of the Duke Sif Alva : had begun. Thp 
neighbouring States profited from the dif- 
•perflon of the ar&.pf Flanders and Bra- 
baqt, afid the.jpQapufaGures of Holland and 
♦England . w,exe improved fry the hands q£ 
JTlemiih emigrants, : #gt ^11 the arts were 
enfeebled, and languor pervaded eveijr 
-branch of iqdyftry in fhp. Aufyrian Ne- 
stluerlands, :zt th$.£Qn$W\9fr tf (he laft 
-century. 

The happier /ffcuation of this country, 

-fince the peace. of IJtrpeht, in this century, 

has recalled the induftry of manufa&ures. 

H The 
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The a&ive fpirit of the people, repreffed 
for a time by unfavourable circumftances, 
"now exerts itfelf again in ufeful' labours of 
various kinds ; and the productions of art 
in many articles have gradually incrcafed, 
and employed a greater number of bufy 
hands. Though the Flemings fupply not 
"Europe, as formerly, with the products of 
their flcill, and though the works of art in 
this country are now inmoft branches fur- 
paired by the improvenients of other na- 
* tions, yet thefe Provinces ftill poflefs valu- 
able fabrics, while they retain the glory of 
'having inftru&ed the neighbouring States 
in many of thofe curious or ufeful arts by 
which they have been fince enriched* - 

The flax of Flanders fupplies to that 
Province its moft valuable manufacture. The 
linen manufactures of that country are 
not furpaffed, in their various kinds, by the 
manufa&ures of that fort of any other na- 
tion, and give employment and fubfiftence 

to 
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to a great number of people. Ghent and 
Coiirtray are noted for their linen ma- 
nufactures. The bleaching-fields of Ghent, 
contained within its Walls', and extended 
by the fide of the rivers and canals that 
wafti that city, and divide it into numerous 
ifles, draw the attention of Grangers. The 
care of the Magiftfate is employed to watch 
over the goodnefs of this fabric, .which 
pafles into many other 'countries, and af- 
fords a principal article of commerce. 
Spain, that held fo long an intimate rela- 
tion with this part of the Netherlands, ftill 
draws from the induftfy of Flanders, thofe 
manufactures of linen with which (he 
fupplies her American Colonies. 

The fine flax of theft Provinces yields 
alfo the materials of that elegant manu- 
facture, fo well known by the name of the 
lace of Mechlin and Bruflcls. The in- 
vention of this art, which yields fo fair an 
employment to female induftry, is due to 
H 2 this 
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this country ; and the fk.il! of the natives 
df this land in this art, imitated in other 
lands, has not yet been equalled. If it can 
be credited, fcs it is fometimes afferted, that 
this manufa&ure, wrought in other coutw , 
fries with the fame materials with which 
ft is. wrought here, and by the hands of the 
fame artifts, yet attaint not to the&theper* 
fe&ion, it *nuft be fupjtoftd, that the air 
has -an influence upon the flender frame of 
tfhis delicate fabric* It is faid, that above 
Tfb&joteb perfofls are employed in this ma- 
iiufa£ure, in Mechlin , ahd Brabant* The 
late of Bruflfels has Ifchg been diftinguiflied 
%y delicacy <bf defign and workmanihip. 
Valenciennes pofleffes alfo this ^manufac- 
ture; but that city of Haynault belongs 
~now : to France. 

The mdnufa&ure df tapeftry, if it had 
its origin rather amdng the Saracens than 
the Flemings, and was transported hither 
from Afia, yet Was perfected fooner in this 

than 
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than in any JEurppean country. The 
name by which (his fabric was long 
known in England, " the many-cojouretf 
Auras," point? oujt the cify of Artois, that 
antiently was moft noted for curious works 
of tapeftry. The ftydy ?f the painters who 
flourished here at an early period; and whp 
applied their ijull to furnifli defigng for 
tapeftries, forwarded the progrefs of this 
manufadure. This beautiful art, which, 
by the labour ,of the JfiKHja, {q happily imi- 
tates the various fcen?s of nature, and tranf- 
mits the ads of heroes to remembrance, 
fubfifts in thefe Provinces in the fame per- 
&&ion as formerly, but, lefs encouraged, 
employs at Bruffelg, where it is moft pur- 
sued, only a fmaU number of looms* The 
change of fefliion, together with the ex- 
pence that attends the working of tapeftry, 
pccafions the fall of this fabric. The rich 
and great, who formerly adorned their , 
manfions \vith tapeftry, and for whofe 
H 3 apartments 
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apartments this art furniflies an ornament 
fo lafting and magnificent, now content 
themfelves with a furniture lefs coftly, and 
that is varied with fmall expence. Unlefs 
this art ihall meet with timely encourage- 
ment, it will foon be loft to this country, 
where it had its moft ancient feat. Even 
in France, into whofe capital this manu- 
facture has been tranfplanted from Flanders, 
the tapeftry of the Gobelins is not fupported 
without the aid of the Court. 

That woollen manufa&ure, which for- 
merly erjip|oyed fuch multitudes in Flan* 
ders and Brabant, now fallen into dec^y in 
thefe provinces, is found chiefly in the 
Province of Limburg. The manufactu- 
rers of |^ouvain, difperfedin the fourteenth 
century by their Prince the Duke of Bra- 
bant, firft'brought, as it isfaid, this branch 
of induftry into the country of Limburg, 
united under the fame Government with 
Brabant, and partaking the fame privi- 
leges. 
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leges* Since that time, this manufa&ure 
has not been loft in that country, and is 
now purfued with fuccefs. That ample 
leifure, which the occupations of pafturage 
permit, is ufefully beftowed on the loom 
by the inhabitants of that Province, lefs 
collected in cities, than purfuing their in- 
duftry in their fmall tenements fcattered 
at fmall diftances over the face of that 
populous country* The cloth of Lim- 
burg paffes into Germany and other coun- 
tries, and makes an advantageous branch of 
commerce* Certain privileges, that are 
ilill poffefled by the drapers of Louvain, 
call to remembrance the woollen trade of 
that once flourishing city, fo harfhly treated 
by the DukeWenceflaus, Succeeding Princes 
fought, by the endowment of learned 
halls and {lately colleges, to repair to this 
city a lofs which it ftiil teftifies in its wide 
unpeopled bounds, and in' the fields that 
are laid into tillage within its walls. > 

H 4 The 
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The metals, that are contained in the 
Provinces of Namiir and Luxemburg, 
furniih an exercife to the induftry of thefe 
countries* The irbri-worlb iii particular 
of Namur employ numerous fo/gefc and 
furnaces, and produce many articles th^ 
jireufcful to the natives, or that yield ktl 
advantage in the traffic with Arrangers; 
Coal, which abounds in that country arid 
in Haynault, and the wood of the Ardennes'* 
Tupply aii ample fuel to the forge arid fht 
'furnace: the river Bfeufe yields atfb 
^he benefit of a communication with 
France and Holland j a ^benefit that would 
Tbe more fenfibly felt, if the merchandife 
tranfported by this river, which in itfe 
way to the Ocean paffes through mafrjr * 
different States, and belongs now to Auftrfo 
only in a fmalj part of its courfe, Was 
not fubjje&ed to heavy and arbitrary duties. 
The" production's of this jron-manuffClui* 
Jiave freen in Jat£ years much augtofihted, 
4 ' ' and 
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and a large field is ©£en fot future improve* 
meat. The Province of Namur poffeffe* 
the fame advantages that are ebjoyed by* 
the bordering country of Liege, whoft 
iron- works arfe of a veiy antrent eftablifh* 
ment, and. which has long maintained 
a profitable commerce by the fabrication 
of fire-arms. 

A mine of calamine, a metal by whbfe 
mixture with copper brafs is produced* 
gives itsnanieto a tnouqtaiu in which it 
is found in the Province .. of Limburg. 
This mine, whofe calamine is of an taccfek- 
lent quality, the fubjeft of early induftfy, 
has been worked through .many ages in 
that country. In the fixfefcnith century, 
the workmen that were employed in dig- 
ging and refining the metal of Mount Ca- 
lamine, were fo numerous, 2nd were fub- 
je&ed to fudh order in their various ta&s, 
that around the mountain was exhibited 
the appearance of a regular and well- 
governed 
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governed republic. On account of the 
religious troubles which arofe at that time, 
'many of the workmen forfook their dwell- 
ings at the foot of Mount Calamine, arid 
retired to the neighbouring lands of Ger- 
many, where they were not difturbed in their 
religious worfhip. In thefe new feats they 
continued their induftry, fupplied with 
calamine from the mountain* The race 
of thefe artificers are faid to continue the 
fame occupation in their dwellings on the 
confines of Limburg, and the calamine 
of the mountains js ffill conveyed to 
them. 

Various manufa&ures are eftablifhed in 
the cities of Flanders, Brabant, and Hay- 
uault ; manufactures of (ilk, of cotton, 
of porcelain, of glafs, and other, fabrics, 
which thefe Provinces poflefs in common 
with the neighbouring countries. Among 
the manufactures of antient eftablifhment, 

may 
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may be remarked fbme that are recorded to 
have been invented in thefe Provinces. 
Such is that manufacture of gilded or figur- 
ed leather; a fabric which formerly fup- 
plied the apartments of the great with a 
rich and lafting furniture, now lefs in ufe 
than formerly, though in fome countries 
that fafliion is foil retained. . Such is alio 
the art of ftained or painted glafs ; an in- 
vention well fuited to the folemn gloom of 
Gothic temples, and which has been often 
ufed to delineate holy legend or fcripture 
ilory on the windows of religious edifices : 

" And (toried windows, richly dight, 
" Cafting a dim religious light *." 

Many fpecimens of this invention, which 
has exercifed the ingenuity of the Flemifh 
painters, are to be feen here in the churches 
and convents. The lapidary's fkill, and 
the art of polifhing diamonds, which an- 

♦Milton. 

tiently 



SOft SKETCHES OF THE HlftTO&Y Of 

tiently brought great riches to Antwerp, 
ftill remain in that city, though with di- 
minifhed profit *. 

The extenfion of commerce, the induftry 
of the people, and the cheapnefs of labour 
in a plentiful country, promife to this 
country an increafe of manufactures. Nei- 
ther have the cares of the prefent Sovereign 
been wanting to this important object. An 
enlightened Prince, who leeks to eftablHh 
*nanufk£bires in thofe parts of his wide 
empire where they have never prevailed, 
negle&s not to entourage their progrefs in 
Provinces in which they antiently fub- 

* As an inftance of that refpeft which the Princes of this 
•country tiave paid to ufeful inventions, it may be* re- 
marked, that the Emperor Charles the Fifth, with his fifttr 
Mary of Hungary, did not difdain to repair to Biervliet, in 
'Flanders, to vifhvthe-tomb of William benkelins, who in 
the fifttw&thxentmy foundithefecret of curing herrings ; a 
fecret which much enriched the Netherlands, and of which 
'Holland, {race the foundation of her Republic, has much 
availed herfelf. Britain, encompafled by the fea, has not 
yet learnt to reap the fame advantage from the difcovery of 
William Benkelins. 

: Med 



THX AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. TO9 

fifted in fuch vigour, and where fo many 
branches of art have had their origin. 

Many of the manufa&ures and fabrics 
of the Attftrian States are in the hands ofi 
thofe communities of crafts and trades, 
whofe inftitution reaches, back to a very. 
early period, and which, admitted here to 
peculiar honour, form an effential an£ im- 
portant part of the conftitution. The in- 
ftitution of thefe incorporations, and the 
ample privileges beftowed on them, con* 
tributed not a little to forward the progrefe 
of arts, in the rude ages in which thefe com- 
munities were eftablifhed. But many of 
the laws and statutes of thefe incorpora- 
tions, ill adapted to the prefent times, are 
found to be detrimental to the arts which 
they were firft intended to forward. The 
prefent Sovereign has, in fome inftances, 
wifely fufpended the exercife of thefe fta- 
tutes, and may extend the fame care with 
advantage to other obje&s of that kind. 

Difad- 
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Difadvantages have been alio found in Eng- 
land from the exclufive privileges granted 
to incorporations; and the example of 
thole towns where no incorporations are 
eftabliftied, has fliewn that manufactures 
fucceed no where better than in places 
where no exclufive privileges have force, 
and where an open field is left to the in- 
duftry of all. 

Tyranny and religious perfecution firft 
compelled the merchant and manufacturer 
to quit thefe lands, and to carry their 
wealth and ikill with them into diftant 
countries. A mild government, and that 
religious toleration which the prefent 
Sovereign has fo nobly advanced here be- 
yond its former narrow limits, and beyond 
the example of other nations, now invite 
thofewho are opprefled in other countries to 
take refuge in the Auftrian Netherlands. 
A powerful fa&ion within the walls of 
Geneva, fuftained by the might and in- 
trigues 
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trigues of France, has fubverted the antient 
conftitution of that city; and France, 
that boafts to have beftowed liberty ou the 
diftant American, has impofed fervitude 
on this republic fituated on her borders. 
The inhabitants of Geneva, deferring in 
great numbers, a country that is no longer 
free, have difperfed themfelves into differ- 
ent parts of Europe. A part of thefe 
citizens Have fixed their abode at Bruflels ; 
and it is likely that the arts of that inge- 
nious people may alfo pafs into the Flemirti 
Provinces. 



SEC- 



*f! SKETCHES Or THE ffwrftfcY OF 



SECTION vn. 

NO country in Europe contains, within 
equal bounds, a greater number of fpa- 
ctous cities than are to be found in the 
"Auftriari Netherlands. The Spanifli >fob> 
diers under the Duke of ' Alva, when they 
entered the Low-Countries, are faid to 
iiave cried outin aftonifhment, that Glan- 
ders was one continued city. 

As the cities, from the immunities 
which they obtained, encouraged the pro- 
grefs of arts arid commerce, fo alio increa- 
fing arts and traffic augmented the number 
and extent of cities, and filled them ibon 
with numerous and wealthy inhabitants. 
Thofe great cities, which in this country 
cover fuch large (paces, and fucceed to 
One another at fo fmall diftances, owed 
their growth or foundation to that trade 

and 
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and induftry, which began to profper here 
not long after the age . of Charlemagne *. 
In the twelfth century Ghent was confpicu- 
ous by her {lately domes and towery pride, 
by her wealth and numerous people. The 
early treafures amaffed in thefe induftrious 
communities, may be eftimated from the 
large fubfidies that they were wont to be- 
ftow on their Princes. The cities of Bra- 
bant gave at one time to their Duke Wen* 
ceflaus, difcomfitcd in the unfortunate bat- 
tle of Bas-weiler, in the fourteenth cen- 
tury, a fubfidy of 300,000 1. a vaft fum in 
thofe times, when the precious metals were 
fo rare, and when the rich mines of the 
New World were not yet found. The 
magnificence difplayed on public folemni- 
ties was fuited to this great opulence, and 

* Thirty cities or walled towns are counted in the Pro- 
vince of Flanders : Brabant poflefles nearly an equal num- 
ber. Though thefe Provinces have been difmembercd by 
France and Holland, yet the greateft part of thefe cities is 
-contained in the Auftrian Flanders and Brabant. 

I drew 
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drfttr the wonder and envy of neighbour- 
ing Princes, When the Qnecn of France, 
the cdnfort of Philip the Fair; made her 
ehtrjr ifito Bruges in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, {he was aftonhhed at the finery and 
rich attire of the ladies of that city, and could 
hot refrain from expreffing her furprize, 
m terms that flawed het chagrin* " I 
thought (faid the haughty Princefs) that 
I had beeii the only Qoeai here ; hut I per- 
ceive that there are fix hundred Qtiedns 
at BrugfeS;" and thfe defpite which (he felt 
Oh this otcafioft wrought afterwards, as 
the hiftoriah adds, great troubles to 
Flanders. 

The poputofcfnefe of thefe cot&tftunities 
added great force to the State. As in thofe 
rude fifties the inhabitants of cities were 
trained to arms, and united martial prowefs 
with the induftry of trades and mechanical 
arts, the Sovereign gained a mighty accef- 
fion to his ftrength, from the bands of 

brave 



brave citizens that fijiight ia Jus armies. 
The Count of Flanders was refpe£te4 
among Princes, by the warlike fuccours 
which be drew from his large and populous 
cities. Ghent abae as faid to have ion** 
tained j;o,ooo fighting men within hec 
walls. The Flemifli were noted for their 
fierce and obdurate valour, and tried their 
ftrength againft France in many <fignal en- 
counters. The yi&oxy .of Courtray, in 
the thirteenth century, where the troops 
of Flanders were Jed to battle by an ,artifan 
of Bruges, and gave fo notable an over- 
throw to the army of France, is a monu- 
ment of the courage and fuccefs of the 
Flemings, in withftanding their powerful 
neighbours*. 

As 

* A £rench,BGet>ef th* fourteenth century, William the 
Briton, has defcribed the'fuccour which Ferrand Count of 
Flanders drew from^his «citiesof Flanders, andArtois, in 
that war jwrhich he waged with Fhilip-Auguftus, King of 
£canee. The lLatin verfes .of William the Briton, not 
•much to:be admired on -account of their elegance, deferve 
I; attention, 
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As the cities by their wealth and popu- 
loufuefs advanced the dignity of the Prince, 

fo 

attention, as they record the early greatnefs of the Flemiih 
cities, and the arts which flourifhed in them : that art of 
the clothier, which fo much enriched Flanders, is not 
omitted : Ghent, Ypres, Arras, Bruges, Lille, are thus 
defcribed; 

Communia Gandavorum 
Turritis domibus, gazis, et gente fuperba, 
Inftru&as armis, acies bis mHfia dena, 
£t plures, prepriis cxpenfxs donat eidem, 
Auxilium bello fequitur non impare faftu, 
Ipra colorandis gens prudentiffima lanis, 
Execranda juvans legionibus arma duabus : 
Atrebatumque potens urbs, antiquiffima, plena 
Divitiis, inhians lucris, et foenore gaudens. 
• «• «» • • .• 

- Nee Brugia defuit \\% 

< In ftrepitu tanto quin pluribus adjuvet ilium : 
Brugia, quae caligis obnubat crura potentum, 
Frugibus et pratis dives, portiique propinquo. 

Infula, poft illos, nihilominus exqrit arma, 
Hoftica non paucas arnut in bella phalanges, 
Infula, villa placens, gens callida lucra fequendo, 
Infula, quae nitidis fe mercatoribus ornat, 
Regna coloratis illuminat extera pannis, 
Unde reportantur folidi, quibus ilia fuperbit. 
The other cities of Flanders and Artois have alfo a place 
in the verfes pf this Poet. The ifTue of 'this war was not 
propitious to the Count of Flanders. : Philip, who on ao~ 

;. . count 
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fc alio by • their turbulent difpofition, and 
that republican fpirit by which they were 
animated, they fometimes overpowered the 
authority of their Sovereigns, as yet the 
matters of no wide domain. Popular 
leaders, by their influence in the great 
cities of Glanders, acquired fuch an afcen- 
dant as gave to them the entire manage- 
ment of the State. A remarkable inftance 
occurs in the hiftory of James Artevelde. 
That noted brewer of Ghent, and trufty 
ally and councilor of Edward the Third, 
by his intereft in the cities, drew all autho- 
rity to himfelf, and governed Flanders with a 
more abfolute fway than the Sovereign had 
ever exercifed ; whilft the Count of Flan- 
ders, Louis of Nevers, difpoffeffed of his au- 
thority, was obliged to take refuge in France. 
A band of armed men accompanied Arte- 

count of his fuccefles obtained the title of Auguftus, tri- 
umphed at the memorable battle of Bouvines over Ferrand, 
who had for his allies the 'Emperor Otto, and King John of 
England. 

I 3 velde 



n& tttrcms 6t Ttti msroni or 

telde in all places r the public revenues 
Were entirely at brs difpofal ; and, no! 
coil tented to have engaged the Flemings 'in? 
an alliance with the Englifh King* in op* 
po&tton to the will of his Sovereign, he 
fiad even conceived the bold idea of tran$- 
ferring th6 fovereignty of Flanders to the 
Ion of Edward, the Black Prince. At length, 
the ambitious Artevfelde was flain by thofe 
Citizens of Ghent whom he,had fo often flir- 
ted up to arms. But the fame power, and 
factious fpirit, was renewed in his fon, 
Philip Artevelde was no lefs formidable to 
Louis Of Male, the laft Count of Flanders, 
than his father had been to Louis of Nevers, 
and in the fields erf Rofebec had the bold- 
nefs to give battle to his Sovereign, who 
Was accompanied by the Duke of Burgundy 
his fdri- in-law, by the young King of France 
Charles the Sixth, and the whole flower of 
the French .Nobility. m Even when the 
authority of the Prince was- enlarged, and 

when 
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when t^e Netherlands were united u&der 
one powerful mailer, the bold and muti- 
nous fpirit of thefe cities wad not repreffed. 
The powerful Dukes of Burgundy, Philip 
the Good* and Charles the Bold, were 
obliged to take arms againft the rebellious 
cities of Flanders ; and the choleric Charles 
was conflrained fometimes to fupprefs the 
refentmeat that he felt on account of thefe 
tumults. Maximilian of Aufiria was de- 
tained fome months a priibner by the fee- 
tious inhabitants of Bruges* Neither the 
power of Charles the Fifth and the terror 
of his napie, nor that peculiar affe&ion 
which Ghent entertained for him as bora 
within her walls, was fuffirient to deter 
the citizens of Ghent from that dangerous 
revolt, in which they fought to withdraw 
themselves from obedience to their Sove- 
reign, and to admit into their city his 
rival, Francis the Firft 

I 4 The 
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•The Flemifh cities are now greatly fallen 
from that high degree of fplendour which 
they difplayed in former ages. Tbbfe bufy 
throngs that were employed in works of 
art, and whofe free fpirit fometijnej dege- 
nerated into licentioufnefs, diiappeared 
when commerce departed from this fhpre, 
and dejedion and folitude overfpread thofe 
once crouded (eats of induftry and trade. 
The felicity of the prefent times has awak- 
ened a more adive fpirit in the cities, 
which of late have received many embel- 
lifhments, and improvement. The number 
of inhabitants alfo has increafed, although 
much inferior to the multitude that thefe 
cities formerly contained, and little pro- 
portioned to the wide fpace that their walls 
furround. 

Bruffels, antiently the refidence of the 
Dukes of Brabant and Burgundy, and 
fince the refidence of the Governor of thofe 

Provinces, 
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Provinces, and the feat of a Court, may be 
efteemed the capital of the Auftrian Ne- ; 
therlands. Bruflels, pleafantly fituated, 
rifes from a plain through which the river 
Senne pafles, and where the city took its 
beginning, afcending a hill on whole emi- 
nence its faireft buildings are placed, and 
that overlooks a wide and beautiful pro* 
fpe&. In the moft elevated part of the city 
flood the antient palace of the Dukes of 
Burgundy, afterwards noted for that fb- 
kmn abdication which Charles' the Fifth 
here made of his empire, confumed by fire 
about the middle of this century. The 
fair buildings that have been ere£ted lately 
in the quarter where that antient palace 
flood, and the embellifhmcnts that have 
been, beftowed on the park adjacent to the 
palace, have added a ^reat ornament to 
Bruflels. The Council of Brabant holds 
its feat in an edifice fuited to the dignity of 
that tribunal. A fpacious canal,* the work 

of 
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of. the fifteenth century, extends from 
Bruffels, and joins the river Scheld, which, 
though not open to the veflels of thefe Pro- 
vinces where it enters the fea, yet yields a 
communication with Holland, and by the 
canals of Flanders with the ocean* By 
this canal the city carries on a growing 
traffic ; and at a diftance from the ocean, 
where no navigable river pafles, a port is 
feen crouded with veflels not of the fmalleft 
burden* The French, when ipafters of 
Bruflels, refpe£ted the lofty trees of the 
Cours, or Ailee Verte, which borders this. 
spacious c*naL The outlets of this city lead 
on all fides into a fair and fruitful country, 
flretched into plains, or rifing in gentle 
acclivities. The woods of Soigne at a 
{mail diftance fpread into a wide extent, 
W'hofe pleafing fcenes have afforded to the 
Flemifh painters many fubje&s for their 
competitions. Bruflek is now efteemed 
the moA populous city in the Auftrian Ne* 

therlands. 
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therlands. The inhabitants have been 
lately numbered, and are found to amount 
to nearly a hundred thoufand*. 

Situated in fruitful plains, by the fide of 
rivers and navigable canals, the Flemifh 
cities were well placed for k fuftaining thofe 
multitudes that they once contained, and 
for purfuing that commerce by which they 
were foon diftinguiflled. The free fairs, 



* Bentivoglio has defcribed, ti^iff city and the country 
around: " O quanto mi piace Brufleies et quefto fito. 
Giace in grembo d*un piano, at faJir d r un coile, et da 
quella parte che fi va alzando, Jo feci la mia entrata, et 
non ho mai veduta Scena piu beHa. II pacfe at intorno 
e ameniffimo, et- ora di mezzo Ago&o tide la prim&vera 
nei prati." ^ . 

The principal cities of this country have been diftm* 
guifhed by appellations that a^tly. enough cbarafterii* 
them. Thus Bruflels is named the noble, Bruges the 
antient, Ghent the great, Antwerp the wealthy, Louvain 
the learned, Mechlin the neat, The cky of Mechlin wat 
particularly cherifhed by the, Dukes of Burgundy, whp 
erected here a celebrated tribunal, br' council, named by 
diftin&ion the Great Council, which antiently pofhttsd 4 
wider jurifdi&ion, and to which .appeals are (till carried 
from the Councils of Tlander* knd Natmir. 
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whofe origin is very antient, and of which, 
though now of lefs utility, the remains are 
ftill to be found here, contributed greatly 
to the progrefs of commerce, as well as to 
the growth of the cities of the Low-Coun- 
tries. Baldwin, Count of Flanders, ob- 
tains the praife of having granted free fairs 
to many of his cities in the tenth century, 
when the precious metals were yet fo 
fcarce, that commercial intercourfe was 
commonly carried on by barter. In an age 
when commerce was fo much pppreffed by 
the feudal tyranny, the merchants were 
encouraged to repair to free fairs, where, 
by the favour of Princes, they poffeffed 
opportunities of traffic, with fecurity to 
therhfelves and their efledts. The various 
merchandise difplayed at the free fairs, 
drew the refort of ftrangers from diftant 
parts j who found there many articles of ufe 
or ornament, which, at a time when traf- 
fic was fo little diffufed, they fought for in 

vain 
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vain in other places. Amufement, no lefs 
than convenience, attra&ed the. multitude* 
The merchants were accompanied by co- 
medians and muficians, who entertained 
the croud with fhows and interludes, that 
they might the more eafily allure them to 
lay out their money in merchandife *. 
Such were the firft rude effays of commerce ; 
and from thefe beginnings the free fairs 
grew into high repute, enlarging and en- 
riching the cities in which they were held. 
The fairs of Bruges and Antwerp were of 
principal note, and drew a vaft confluence 
of ftrangers. The ingenious Erafmus, 
who beheld this country in its moft bril- 
liant age, under Charles the Fifth, has 
laid the fcene of a lively dialogue in a 
journey to the fair of Antwerp. 

The ftately edifices that are found in 
thefe fpacious cities, which at prefent are 

* The entertainments of Bartholomew Fair, now abridged 
by the magiffrate, had a like origin, 

not 
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not furpafled by many, and antiently were 
inferior in beauty to none, of the 
ckies of the neighbouring countries, have 
been often noticed and defcribed with great 
particularity. In a country noted for her 
munificence to the church, and for the 
fplendour of religion, ftafcely convents an4 
noble temples, decorated with fculptufes 
and paintings, the woriks of the great 
Flemifli tnafters, make no fmail part of 
the "pride of the cities. The ipfcn&4 
abbey t>f St. Peter, whofe abbot holds -a 
high rank in Flanders, adonis tfhe city of 
Ghent : . the admired paintings of Rubens 
give peculiar difiinftian to the noble cathe- 
dral of Antwerp. The Stad-houfe, or 
Guild-hall, venerable for the moft part by 
its Gothic erchite&ure, and ornamented 
with the ftatues <*f the antient Princes of 
the country, is always a diftinguilhed edi- 
fice in cities, which fo early acquired .the 
form and authority of finally republics, and 

to 
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to whole magistrates fuch important func- 
tions are committed. The edi$ces that 
belong to the Companies of Arts and 
Trades, which poflefs here fo much influ- 
cnce> and without whofe conieat no Tub* 
fidy can be granted to the Prince, are alio 
confpkuaus buildings, diftiagulihed ibme- 
timds by whimfical names, and a whim- 
foal ^rchite&ure +• The early rights that 
wtre acquired by cities* drawing the vil- 
lagers to feek an abode within their wails, 
increased the number of citizens* Op- 
pressed by their feudal Lords, the inhabitants 
of the country gladly withdrew from the 

f Thus the edifice belonging to tire Company of Mari- 
ners, at SrtnTels, is fo -canitrufted, that its upper flory re- 
femblos perfectly the flern of a fhip. 

Inftances of little ornaments and conceits in archite&ure % 
md fctripture are tiat unufual here. Thedhffonogram dif- 
plays itfetf pompoully, in capital letters, in the inferiptions 
of mod public buildings, and haunts even temples and 
altars. In churches, thefculptor has employed his art in 
the decoration of the pulpit, which, for the moft part, pre- 
fects an allegory or fcripture hiftory executed with curious 
workmanfhip. 

lands 
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lands of haughty Barons, to enter into 
cities, where they were under the jurif^ 
di&ion ot their own Magiftrates, and 
where, by the exercile of trades and crafts, 
they acquired property and confideration in 
the State. The Princes alfo, willing to 
diminifti the power of the great Barons, 
and to leffen the number of their vaffals, 
were not difpleafed that the villagers dc* 
ferted the lands of their Lords, and by 
ordinances gave countenance to their fettle* 
ment in cities. In the time of Henry the 
Firft, Duke of Brabant, who began to 
reign in the end of the twelfth century, 
it was already grown into a law, that all 
who had inhabited the city for a year and a 
day were entitled to partake of its privileges, 
and could not be reclaimed by their Lords. 
By degrees liberty was extended to the 
country, and the villages in imitation of 
the cities obtained the privilege, that the 
power of judging Ihould be 9 transferred 

from 



?A>m the lord, or his bailiff, to the villager 
magtffracy. But the rights acquired ifi 
the country were not fc> cOnfiderable as in 
.the cities, to whbfe privileges may be 
ascribed in a great degree the Ubfcrty that 
thefe Provinces have enjoyed through ft 
many ages. 

In the Flemiffr cities are ftill to be 
found the remains of thofe military bands, 
and orders, in which all the inhabitants 
Were formerly enrolled, and trained to 
martial exercifes. Thefe bands of war- 
like citizens, who together . with the 
feudal vaffals accompanied the Prince to 
the field, and fought under their own 
banners,, ftrengthened, as; has been re- 
marked, the power of the Sovereign ; and 
the privileges obtained by cities were fome- 
titaes beftowed, in return for the eminent 
fervices performed by the citizens in battle* 
Neither were thefe military bands led from 
their cities to war, by the mere will of the 

K Prince, 
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Prince. In the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, when the citizens of Brtiffels, 
fummoned by Antony of Burgundy Duk c 
of Brabant, had affembled in arms, being 
informed by their magiftrate* that their 
Prince, from pride or from obftinacy, re* 
fiifed to declare againft what enemy he 
intended to lead them, they withdrew 
from the ftandard of the Duke, and left 
him with his feudal vaffals to purfue the 
war againft the Duke of Gelderland, 
whofe name he had refufed to difclofe. The 
military fervice of the cities has long fince 
fallen into difufe| ; but contefts in archery 

and 

J The want of <exa£t difciplinc among the bands of 
citizens, and that good cheer which they were accufiomed 
to make at home, and did not eafily renounce vf the camp, 
^proved fometimes a difadvantage in war.* Froiflart has 
drawn a lively picture of the Burgher* of Bruflels, at the 
battle of Bas-weiler, where Wenceflaus Duke of Brabant 
was overthrown by the Duke of Juiiers. 

" Autour du Due eftoient, fur les champs, fes Brucellous, 
, montes les aucuns & cheval, et leurs valets par derriere 
# eux, qili portoient flafcons.et bouteilles de vin, trouf- 

ftes 
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and other exercifes that ftill return at ftated 
times, recall the memory of that antient 
warfare, and of thofe inftitutions by which 
the citizens were formerly trained to 
arms. The Princes of the country have 
fometimes engaged in thefe exercifes, and 
have not been difpleafed to carry away 
the prize: an annual proceflicjn dill cele- 

fees & leurs felles-, et auffi, parmi ce* fbufrage et paltes 
de faumons, de truites, et d'anguilles, enveloppees de 
belles petites toilailles ; et enfognoieht la durement ces 
gens la place de leurs chevatix, tant qu'on tie fe pouvoit 
aider de-nul cofte. Done dit Gkard de Bies au Due, " Sire, 
commandez que la place foit vuide de ces chevaux. lis 
nous empefchent trop grandement : nous ne pouvous 
veoir autour de nous, n'avoir la congnoiffance de l'avant* 
garde, ni de Parriere-garde de voftre Marlfchal Meffire 
Robert de NaniUr."-- " Je le vueil," dit If Due, et Ic 
commanda. Adonc prit Girard fon glaive . entre fes 
maids, and auffi fxretit fes compagnons, et comirencerent 
& frapper fur les baciaets et fur les chevaux ; et tanfoft 
la place en rut delivree, car nul ne vouloit volontiers veoir 
fohtdurfier havrer he mehaigner." Girard de Bies did 
well with his fwordto clear the ground, and to reprefs 
this croud of BruiTeiers, who embarraffed the array, 
and had brought fuch ample Aore of refreflunent* for 
themfelves into the field* 

K 2 brutes 
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brates the triumph that the Infanta Ifabefta 
obtained by her (kill m archery. 

As in the cities the inhabitants were 
enrolled in bands for the exercife df arms, 
and in companies for the profecution of 
trades, fo alio they Were difpofed into 
Societies that cultivated the elegant and 1 
"liberal arts. Thefe fbcieties, diftinguiflied 
by fanciful names, as the Rofe, the Peony, 
the Fountain, took in a large part of- the 
citizens, and made at times public exhi- 
bitions^ in which they entertained their 
Princes with dramatic reprefentations, 
and emblematic (hews, according to the 
tafte of thofe days, and, inftituting literary 
contefts, and beftowing priies, animated 
the ingenious to excel in eloquence and 
poefy. On certain occafions, thefe focie- 
ties from all the cities were fummoned to 
aflsmbte. together, when, vying with each 
other in fplendor, in thefe times of opu- 
* lence^ they difplayed an extraordinary mag- 
nificence* 
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nificence.- A contention was then he!4 
between them in trials of eloquence and 
difplays of genius, as well as in the pride 
of (hews and pageants, and prizes were 
affigned to thofe that were judged to exceL 
Aflemblies of that kind were cuftomary at 
the acceffion of their Princes. The Flemifli 
writers have delated a pompous exhibition 
of this fort, at the acceffion of Philip the 
Second, when the Marygold of Bruffels, 
the Peony of Mechlin, and the Rofe of 
Louvain, with other fbcieties, repaired in 
great pomp tq Antwerp, by the invitation 
of the Violet of Antwerp. The various fo- 
cieties gained various prizes, and the Peony 
and the Rofe were not undiftinguiflied. 
The prize of magnificence was adjudged to 
the Marygold of Bruffels, oh account of 
that fplendid proceffion of cars and horfe-< 
men and proud pageants that graced her 
entry. With fuch feftivities, thefe Pro- 
vinces honoured the accoffion of Philip- the 
f K 3 Seconj 
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Second, little forcfeeing the calamities that 
awaited theto in the reign of that Prince. 

The cities of this country, which has fb 
often been the theatre of wars, have been 
renowned by the fieges that they fuftained, 
and by the ftrong fortifications with which 
they were begirt. In the long wars which 
were waged in Flanders, during the reign 
of Louis the Fourteenth; thefe ftrong 
places were befieged alternately by the arms 
of that Prince, and by the arms of the allied 
powers that withftood the ambition of 
France. The befiegers and befieged ex- 
haufted all the refources of the military art 
in the attack' and defence of the cities, and 
the (kill of the greateft engineers was dis- 
played in ftrengthening their fortifications. 
The fieges of Mons, of Tournay, of Ath, 
are celebrated in the hiftory of thefe times: 
Namur, taken by Louis the Fourteenth, 
and afterwards retaken by his rival King 
William, furnifhed a theme to the contend- 
ing 
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ing wits of England and France. During 
thefe contefts, while the cities palled al- 
ternately from one matter to another, they 
experienced many calamities of war. Their 
inhabitants were difturbed in their peace- 
ful induftry by inceflant fieges, and their 
buildings were laid in ruins by the batteries 
of the affailants. Four thoufand houfes 
and fourteen churches at BruiTels were re- 
duced to afhes, at the end of the laft cen- 
tuary, when that city was bombarded by 
the Marfhal Villeroy^ who thus aveng- 
ed the cities on the coafts of France 
bombarded by the fleets of England. Lux* 
em burg and Charleroy fhared the fame 
fate with Bruffels. The invafion of 
the Auftrian Netherlands by Louis the 
Fifteenth, was alfo deftruftive to the 
Flemifh cities, compelled to yield to the 
fierce artillery of the Marshal Saxe f 

The prefent Sovereign of thefe Pro- 
vinces, adopting a new fyftern, has com- 
K 4 manded 
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pianded the cities to be difmantled, and 
the fortification by which they were fur- 
rounded to be deftroyed. This older has 
been carried into execution. Thefe high 
works, raifed with fo much labour and 
expence, are overthrown, the deep ditches 
are filled up, and fruitful crops are already 
gathered from the ground, that was 
poffefled by baftions and ravelins* Of the 
many cities of the Flemish Provinces, Lux- 
emburg alone, counted among the ftrongeft 
fortrefles of Europe, remains fortified to- 
wards France, and Antwerp towards Hol- 
land. 

Motives of no flight weight are faid to 
have determined the Sovereign to take this 
mcafure. Thefe cities of vaft extent are 
not to be garrifoned but by numerous bat- 
talions : even with a ftrong garrifon^ where 
their bounds are to wide, they may not be 
able long to refill, in an age in which the 
art of befieging is fo much advanced ; and 

if 
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if they are furrendered, the numerous bat- 
talions by which they were garrifoned, 
made prifoners of war, are loft to the State, 
and the Sovereign wages war with dimi- 
nifhed force. If the cities jnow.difmantled 
prefent noobftacle to invaders, yet they 
afford no ramparts or entrenchments by 
which an enemy can be covered. The 
Imperial armies advance to the fuccours of 
the Provinces ; and the enemies, if worfted 
in the field, cannot maintain themfelves in 
a country where there are no ftrong holds. 
This fyftem has been purfued with fuccefs 
in other parts, and may well be adopted 
with regard to this country, by a Sovereign 
who poffeftes dominions fo vaft and £o far 
removed from this (lender part of his States, 
and whofe armies, though mighty, muft 
neceffarily be ftationed near the center of his 
Empire. The learned in the engineer's art 
behold with regret the demolition 'of thefo 
• fortifications, mafter-pieces of the Ikill of 

Cohorn 



Vs. 
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Cohori? and Vauban ; but they who love 
the repofe of mankind, are not difpleafed 
with a fyftcm that leflens the horrors of 
war, and exempts froth fbh!e part of its 
calamities the induftrious inhabitants of 
cities. " ' 



SEC- 
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SECTION VIII. 

COMMERCE and manufacture have 
declined in the Auftrian Netherlands, but 
agriculture Is undecayed. The populouf- 
nefs of the cities is diminished, but the 
number of inhabitants in the country is 
augmented beyond the parallel of paft 
times. Even in the moft flourishing time 
of thefe Provinces, under the Dukes of 
Burgundy and the firft Princes of the 
Auftrian line, the appearance of the coun- 
try in regard to culture and population did 
not equal its prefent ftate. • 

The natives of this region betook them- 
felves at an early time to the art of hus- 
bandry, to which they were invited by a 
foil well adapted to vegetation, and by the 

happy 
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happy temperature of the climate. In ages 
when only a rude tillage was known in the 
neighbouring countries, agriculture had at- 
tained herft to a great degree of perfe&ion, 
and had gained that firm poffeflion of the 
ibil which k has fine? kept. The fertility 
of Flanders was not fabdued by the ravages 
of war itfelf. Even in the laft century, in 
that moft iinprofperous period when the 
other arts of the Flemifh Provinces funk 
and fell into decline, agriculture ftill re- 
tained its vigour : but during the long 
tranquillity which the prefent century has 
afforded, this art has acquired a new acti- 
vity, and has advanced thefe lands to a ftiU 
higher ftate of improvement. Where thp 
tillage was imperfed, a more complete 
husbandry has taken place : large trafts 
that <vere formerly wafte have been Tub- 
jeSed, to the plough : the villages have in- 
created in extent and in number, and a 
degre§ of populoufnefs is found in fome 

of 
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of thefe Provinces, that is not perhaps fur- 
pafled in any part of Europe. 

The rural fcene ptefents here pleafing 
profpe&s on all fides, fields" crowned with 
fruitful crops, meadows covered with nu- 
merous herds, neat and commodious farm- 
hroufes fet fingly or in groupes, chearfiil 
and crouded villages embowered among 
trees, and divided from each other by fmall 
intervals. Between fuch fair landfcapes 
wind the rivers, or extend the clear canals 
of Fhnders and Brabant. The bounty of 
tlie land is difFufed in decent competence 
through all the multitude that inhabits it ; 
and the looks of the labourer, his whole- 
fome fare and neat dwelling, exprefs that 
he has his fliare of that plenty with which 
his induftry crowns the fields. 

Agriculture flourifhes greatly in Brabant 
and Haynault, but it is in the Province of 
Flanders that this art has attained its 
higheft praife. Here were made the ear- 

lieft 
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Jieft improvements of hufbandry. In thefe 
rich plains, the plough, long held in vene- 
ration, has left the feweft fpaces wafte o r 
unemployed; and the hu(bandman f s art, 
aided here by long experience and purfued 
with conftant induftry, exhibits mod the 
extent of its power in the copious produc- 
tions that it calls forth from the earth. 

The fields of Flanders never repofe or 
lie fallow, yet the rich foil fails not to re- 
pay the care of the farmer by a conftant 
fucceflion of fruitful crops. Nor is he 
fatisfied only with the crops that the fum- 
mer ripens. Soon as the harvefts are ga- 
thered, the earth receives again into its 
bofom new feeds or plants, and new crops 
of greens and vegetables arife, that cover 
the fields through the autumn and the 
winter months, till the fpring -warns to 
prepare the ground for the enfuing feafon. 
Such is the fertility which thefe lands de- 
rive from the natural goodnefs of the foil, 

from 
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from the rich manure which numerous 
cities and villages beftow, and from excel- 
lent methods of agriculture ; but above all, 
from the patient toil of the hufbandman f 
who labours in thefe fields with unequalled 
induftry and pains ; 

Exercetque frequens tellurem, atque imperat arvis. 

* The farms in Flanders are fmall, rarely 
exceeding fifty acres, . and frequently con- 
traced within a narrower bound. Set at a 
fmall diftance from each other in the center 
of their refpe&ive farms, as . is often the 
cafe here, the farm-houfes, when feen 
from fome eminence, prefent a continued 
village, and exhibit a pi&ure of great po- 
pulation. The fmall extent of the farms 
has been thought, and not without reafon, 
to have contributed much to the exafl: cul- 
ture and populoufoefs of Flanders. In ,a 
fmall farm, each part feen by the eye of 
the matter has its due tillage : the work of 

hufbandry 
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hufbandry is chiefly performed by the far- 
mer and hk> family, who lpare no pains to 
cultivate that fteid which affiares their fub* 
fiftence ; and the glebe, lubdued and ma- 
nured with affiduous cure, makes a large 
return to that labour which k beftowed qq 
its culture, A vaft population fpriags up, 
and the land is covered with the dwellings 
of a multitude of cultivators, who find 
each in the produce of that {mall farm 
which he tills, a decent and comfortable 
maintenance. It happens otherwife in a 
country where the farms are of wide ex- 
tent. In a large farm, many parts are 
overlooked or negle&ed, .and a more negli- 
gent culture is beftowed by hired labourers, 
more remifs and lefs interefted in the crop. 
The great farmer is placed in a ftate of 
higher plenty, and his dwelling, his furni- 
ture, and table exprefs his opulence ; byt 
while he enjoys this affluence^ and while 
luxury gaips admittance among a rank of 

. men 
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men to whofe condition it is iil-fuited, the 
populoufnefs of the country decays, the 
number of induftrious cultivators is dimi- 
nifhed, and extreme indigence is often 
found in the dwellings of the cottagers that 
inhabit around. 

The other Provinces have remarked the 
advantages which Flanders has derived 
from the fmall extent of the farms, and 
have imitated that example. The States 
of Hayftault have, by an exprefs law, 
limited the extent of the farms in that 
Province, and have ordained, that no farm 
(hall contain a larger fpace than a hundred 
and fifty acres. The good efFe&s of this 
regulation, which was made about thirty 
years ago, have been fenfibly found. Since 
that time, the fields in Haynault are more 
completely cultivated, the lands are not 
permitted to lie fallow, the country has 
become more populous, and the villages, 
iucreaiing, draw nearer to each other. 

L The 
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The States of Brabant and Natnur meditatt 
by a, fimilar law to circumfcribe the extent 
of farms in thefe Provinces* That part of 
, Brabant which is called the Walloon Bra- 
bant, is a country call into large farms, 
and from that circumflance is lefs populous, 
and more imperfe&ly cultivated, than other 
parts 6f that Province where the fmall 
Jfarms obtain. 

A contrary pra£tice has for fame. time 
paft prevailed in England, where the num- 
ber of fmall farms id diminished, and where 
the proprietors of eftates have in frequent 
inftances adopted the plan of laying many 
fmall farms into one large farm. Agri- 
culture has not profited by this alteration. 
The glebe, ftinted in its tillage where a 
fingle mafter grafps a large extent of fields, 
has not yielded more abundant harvefts ; 
•and the markets, lefs amply provided in 
ibme important articles, mifs that fupply 
which they were accuftomtd to draw from 

the 
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the fmall farms, The pofmloufnefs of th« 
fcoiintry Has Fallen. While the itianfiort 
of the great farmer has rifen tiiore often- 
tatioufly, thdfe numerous tenements that 
were fca tiered through the fieldi, or that 
iencitcled the chearful green, have difap* 
jpeared, and the deferted village' has fur* 
faifhed a thenie for the poet's fong. The 
antierit tenant, finding no occupation in the 
fields where he has fpent his yoUth, and 
iiot caring, as a mercenary, to plough that 
land which he formerly rented, forfakes 
$iis native fhore* and feeks with his family 
another clirbatc where his iiiduftry may t>4 
better requited* Otheir difadvahtages may 
he hiimberedi that have floived from thi* 
pra&ice; Let it be remarked a* an article 
of fome moment, that the firm and indc* 
pendent fpirit of a bold peafantry is better 
" nourifhed among that rank of men by 
whom fmall farms are occupied, than 
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among fervile labourers who perform the 
'taiks of hufbandry in larger farms .*. 

The country of Wafs, a diftrid lying 
along the northern bank of the Scheld be- 
low Ghent (the fcene antiently of wars be- 
tween the Counts of Flanders and of Hol- 
land, and through, which in later times 
the Prince of Parma, in the memorable 
fiege of Antwerp, drew a canal that ftill 
remains), is the pride of Flanders in refpeft 
of culture* and population. Yet the foil of 
the country of Wafs is in many parts un- 
grateful, and equals not in general the 
goodnefs of foil of other parts of Flanders : 
but, divided into flender heritages, and par- 
celled out into fmall farms that often do 
not exceed twenty acres, fertilized by rich' 
manure, and fubdued by the unceafihg 

" * A learned and ingenious Engliflunan refuting at Brat 
Jels, the Abbe Mann, whofeftudiea have been long directed 
to the ftate of the Au (Irian Netherlands, has treated this 
argument- of great and fmall farms, in Eflaye publiQied in. 
the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of BrufTels. 

labour 
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labour of the peafant, who here, imitating 
the gardener's {kill, applies the fpade and 
the hoe, no lefs than the plough, to the 
culture of his narrow field, this diftrift 
furpaffes all the tra&s of this fruitful re- 
gion in the abundance of its crops. A vaft 
population is found in this territory, whofe 
villages are equal to large cities. St. 
Kicholas, and Lockeren, villages of the 
country of Wafs, contain each not lefs 
than 10,000 inhabitants. 

The Province of Flanders, now fb culti- 
vated, wore antiently a far different afpeft. 
The vaft foreft of the Ardennes, of which 
there are yet fbme {lender remains here in 
the pleafant wood of Wynendale and other 
fmaller woods, then overfpread all that 
region :. the firft Counts of Flanders, on 
account of the deep forefts that covered 
their domain, were named the Forefters of 
Flanders. Marfhes alfb and ftagnant wa- . 
ters abounded. A moid flty added to the 

L3 natural. 
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i i 

natural humidity of the foil ; and the Schell 
&nd other rivers, as yet unreftfained by 

dykes, and keeping no certain bed, oytt* 

i ■ 

flowed the level face of the country. 

Agriculture *nd the art of man h?tve 
Wrought the mighty change that is now 
ieen. The Mphks, who in early times 
. united ruftic labour with contemplation 
and prayer, introduced the firfl; rude 
tillage* Thofe fertile fields that furr6un<J 
the monaftic houfes were in their original 
ftate wild and ravage tracts, that were 
cleared of their wood*, and fubdued to cul*- 
ture, by religious hands. The violence of 
a barbarous age reipeded the labour of holy 
men: feudal Lords beheld with furpriz? the 
effe&s of *induftry, and lands were beftowed 
on the monafteries, as the charters by 
which they are granted exprefs, that they 
{night be rendered fruitful by the (kill of 
(he Monks. The fathers of the ton vent, 
extending their lancjs and gaining new fields 

from 
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fir otfc the wil<iem^fs, aflociated other hands 
itt tfeeir toil ; and around the raonaftcry 
rofe frequent cottages, the habitations of 
labourers, the beginning of populous vil- 
lages, and fometimes of flourishing cities** 

Agriculture 

* Theinduftxy of the Monks in Flanders had begun In 
the feveotb century . Among the Apoftleaof the Chriftiafl 
faith at that time in Flanders was St. Livin, a native of 
6cotland,"whofe memory Ghent ftill venerates, and who fell 
a, martyr to his zeal m Holtbam, npsf Hautheim, a dif- 
tri&of Flanders not far from Ghent. The Latin verfes of 
bti Livin Hill reraaih ; from which it appears that* Holtham, 
wjiich, in ttye anti^nt language of Flayers as well as of 
England, fignifies a woody dwelling, had at that time been 
kiprovedby the labour of theMoriks, and that fruitfirt 
fields had fucceeded,to the deep woods from which Holtham 
took its name. The verfe* of St. Livin are written from 
% fpijtucfe, in.to which l\e bad retired from the rage of his 
perfecutors, and where he was (upplied with nourUbment by 
idle monaftery of Ghent. 

Ganda. paraf gremipm, quo me fovetuberc lata, 
Invitat, mulcet,, nutrit, amat, refovct. 

Ha?c quoque dum fcribo, properaiis agitator afelli 
Munere nos folitd pondere laflus edit : 
" Runs delicias offert, cum lacle bntyrum, 
Ovaque, cafeoli, plena caniftra prepunt. 
The large pofleffions that were bellowed on the antient 
fioaaftcryof Ghent, the foundation of its noble cathedral 
L 4 dedicated 
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Agriculture thus introduced by the 
Monks, made i rapid progrefs as the yoke 
of feudal oppreffion became lighter, and* as 
the Peafants acquired privileges, by which 
they were fecured from the violence of 
their Lords, The cities of Flanders rifing 
ii trade and arts, afforded a great encou- 
ragement to agriculture. The Merchant, 
adventurous in commerce, by which he 
was enriched, exerted the fame enterprifing 
fpirit in cultivation : -the Nobles, that they 
might procure thofe luxuries which the 
commerce of the cities prefeuted, turned 
their care to the improvement of their 
dernefnes; and the Hufbandman, who in the 
large coufumption of crouded cities found 
a ready market for the produce of his fields, 
was tempted on that account to redouble 

dedicated to St. Bavo, drew a great refort to that neighbour- 
hood, and fir ft advanced Ghent from an obfcure village to, a 
city of great note. St. Bavo, who poflefled large eflatcsjti 
thefe parts, and who took the religious habit at Gtyent, was 
a liberal benefa&or to the monaftery. 

his 
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liiisb itv^uftty* Ths Princes *lfo beheld thp 
f^rogrefs of this. u{eful aFt with peculiar 
fgyour ; and the Counts of Flanders, as itts 
faid, beftowed rewards oil thofe who ex* 
celled in agriculture. Already in the 
twelfth century, the deep forefts of Flan- 
ders were cat down, and the foil laid open 
tp .the rays of the fun : fpacious canals 
tfere formed, whu:h»;whilft they drained the 
lands, opened the communication, of the 
country. The Scheld, compelled to yield 
up fruitful fields that had long been hidden 
•under his wave, was reftrained by dykes, 
and* obliged to keep a certain bed *. Flanv 
. ; - ders 

* * A double dyke retrains the Scheld not far from Born- 
hem m Flanders, where that river antiently overflowed * . 
large tract, and where it appears evidently to have changed 
hsbed. A lake, on whofe bank is fituated the antient 
caftle of Bornhem, bears ftill the name of the Old Scheld, 
and marks the antient bed of the river, from which the 
Scheld now makes' a great deviation. The rich fields named 
the Polders, adjacent to the lake, have been gained from 
the river, which in old times took its courfe through them. 
Not long ago the peasants, digging in the Folders, at fome 

depth 
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^ers became the moft cultivated and moft 
fertile domain of Europe ; and though (he 
has fince been imitated by other faations, 
her praifc has not fallen, England, wher* 
tillage was fb long in an imperfe& ftate," 
and whicfy took from this country ieffons 
of husbandry as well as of other arts, fat 
furpaffing Flanders irj commerce and ma- 
nufa&ures,' has not yet furpafled her h\ 
agriculture. ' 

depth under the furfece found a long galley of a lingular 
eonftrudtion, which, from the rude defcription of the pea* 
lints, has been conjectured tp have been a Roman galley, 
or trircmis : it is to be regretted that this galley was de- 
flroyeti, before it had been examined by the learned in an- 
tiquities. In the fame place were found medals of the 
Emperor Commodus, and tfatues of Jupiter in bronze : 
the fiatuea were maimed, and appeared to have foffered 
violence from the hands of men. It is recorded ( that the 
Flemings, when they were converted to the ChrifHan faith," 
broke the ftatues of the gods, and threw them into thq 
Scheld. , tr . 

Near the village of Bornhem, is fituated a convent of 
EngUfh Monks of the Dominican order. The learned. fa* 
thers of that convent, which was founded by Cardinal How- 
ard, employ their tenure m the education of youth. * 

'Liberty,"- 
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' Liberty, which firftammatsd the induftry 
of the huiba&dman in thefc parts, ftill fuft 
tains his labours. The prefent Sovereigns 
by ads that add fignal luftre to his reign) 
fecks to promote agriculture in other parts of 
his wide Empire, by the enfranchisement 
of the Peafants from that feudal bondage 
in which they have been long kept by th$ 
Jtfoblek. A. like attention has not been 
needed in this country, where the Peafant, 
110 lefs than the Lord, poffeffes rights that 
tpay not be invaded with impunity, and 
where thofe feudal fervitudes, that ftill dif- 
grace fotne parts of this ifland, have been 
long unknown. Confcious of his privileges, 
the Flemifh peafant refumes-his toils, nor 
repines whilft the laws fecure to him his, 
property in that field which he cultivates/ 
The feafbn that renews his labours brings 
alfo along the appointed days of fport and 
recreation. A religion more indulgent to 
foar votaries gladdens him with her return- 
ing 
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ing holidays, that are acconjpanieci by 
•(ports, and games, and exercifes, confe* 
crated by long ufage. The Kerre-Mefle, 
or feftival of the Saint who is the patron 
of the parifli-church, diflblves all the vil- 
lage in mirth and oblivion of care, and the 
jocund neighbourhood exhibits thofe feftive 
fcenes, which the pencil of the Flemifli 
painter has fo often fought to imitate. Re- 
stored by this remiffian of toil, the hulband- 
man *rifes more vigorous to purfue his 
talks, and the year is crowned with plenty 
by his redoubled activity. • v 

All the various kinds of grain are culti- 
vated happily in this country. Yeais of 
fcarcity that «affe& other parts of Europe 
are little known here, where the crops of t 
ordinary feafbns yield a much larger (tore 
than the .fubfiftence of the inhabitants, 
though numerous, requires, and where the 
exportation of grain to other countries lefs 
fortunate, forms a principal branch of ccwv: 

merce. 



TH* AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 1^ 

rherce. The flax- of Flanders not only 
fupplies to that Province its chief manu- 
facture, but, yields alio a profitable article 
of traific with othfcr nations. - Many va- 
luable plants adapted to various ufes are 
raifed with fuccefs : tobacco may be ranked 
among thefe plants : legumes aiid all the 
tribes of eiculent roots g£6w in abundance, 
and have lent to England moftof her vege- 
tables of that clafs. Viiies -were formerly 
trained in Flanders and Brabant ; but the 
vine, lefs grateful to the planter's care, has 
given way to products that are better fuited 
to the clime and foil, and in which the 
huJbandman finds a greater advantage. 

Agriculture, whilft it fupplies materials 
to commerce and manufa&ure, is alfo more 
permanent than either, and affords a more 
folict bafis of national profperity. The ma- 
nufactures of Louvain have failed, and the 
trade of Antwerp is fallen ; but the fields 
of Flanders keep a conftant fertility. Agri-> 
culture 4Mb entertains a race of men, tem- 
perate, . 



*5$ «cETetti# imp ths history OF 

perate, hardy, limple, that withftand the 
attacks of luxury, and among whom virtue 
lingers long, when corruption has gained 
the other ranks of the State. Even in the 
improved ftate which hufbaftdry has attained 
in this ifland* England has ftill Caufe to 
Uteke it a reproach to her inhabitants; that 
they have not enough refpe&ed agriculture, 
and that, intent on colonies and foreign pdf- 
&ffioris, they have ilegle&ed the due im- 
provement of her foil, the bfeft fctirce of 
wealth: Hence, while a defective tillage 
k found in many places, and while in other 
parts vaft tra&s of ground are yet uriftb- 
dued by the. plough, her natives have pafied 
into foreign climes, where them&lvgs vfitlx 
their induftry have been loft to the parent 
country, or where, with impaired health* 
and too often with impaired virtue, they 
have acquired Indian gold, returning to 
advance the reign of luxury at borne* £fld 
extend the corruption of » fluting age. ! 

8 S& 
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SECTION IX. 

. If H E Auftrifin Netherlands are bound* 
. ^ed on the North by Holland* 

That union,- in which the Princes of Bur* 
gundy had joined the Provinces of the Low* 
<3ountrie$, having been difiblred by the arbi- 
trary and impolitic condu& of Philip the Se- 
cond* the republic of Holland arofe; and in* 
considerable in the beginning, with a rapid 
p.rogrefs almoft unparalleled in the hiftory of 
nations, even in the midft of a fierce and 
obftinate war, attained a furprifing height 
. of gjedtnefs* . When the republic, at the 
* fwace of Munfter, fettled the independ- 
ence of her own States on a firm bafis, 
\ i&e alio, availed herielf of her fuccefles in 
. fmt i tn Cubje£fc to her domination a large 
. m parjhef the^ Catholic Province* from which 
(he was now^fepatated, and-whofe fall had 
Z- "i- contributed 
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contributed fo greatly to her own exalta- 
tion. Fortunate conjun&ures fince that 
time enabled' her to maintain and improve 
the advantages which (he gained over the 
Aufirian Provinces at the peace of Munfter. 
The courfe of rivers, the Meufe and the 
Scheld, feparates by a natural boundary 
Flanders and Brabant from the Provinces 
of. Holland; but the power of Holland has 
paflcd this natural boundary. A large part 
of Brabant is poffeffed by Holland, together 
with the fovereignty of that Jong courfe qf 
the Meufe which wafhes this Province 4>n 
the Eaft and the North. M^ny imports 
cities are found in the Dutch Brabant.; 
among others Bois-lerDuc, 6ne of the foijf 
principal cities of the .Province* uan#d 
from thofe woods, the aatient -chace, of tjjp 
Dukes of Brabant, by which it wa& foj> 
merly furrounded; alio Grave,, and other 
cities on the Meufe, which wers,h$ld p$ 
4uch account of old, t^atthejc^jus^rtt^jr 

impofed 
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impofed an engagement bft the Sovereign, 
to keep'thefe cities, as far is it Was poflible, 
always united to his State of Brabant. Of 
Flanders a frnaller part is under the domi- 
nion of the Republic, but not left import- 
ant j ak that narrow tradt Which belongs , 
to Holland, lying hear the mouth of the 
Scheld, and forming on one fide the fhore 
tof that river, while Zeland forms theoppo- 
iite 'fhore, has founded that title, of which 
Holland has availed herfelf to affume the 
fole havigation of the Scheldt A part alfo, 
of Lihiburg, though entirely divided from 
the lands of the Republic, has been added 
to the fcvereignty of Holland, which at the 
fame time poffefled herfelf of the ftrong, 
city of Maeftricht, fituate on the borders 
of Limburg, though accounted among 
the cities of Brabant. 

Whilft the Republic thus ftretched her 

dominion over a part of thefe Provinces, 

file alfo obtained a lingular prerogative in a 

M . part 
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part where (he held no dominion — the pre* 
rogative of placing garrifons in many of 
their frontier-cities. Alarmed at the dan* 
gerous neighbourhood of France, Holland 
had very early feen the importance of 
keeping the Catholic Provinces, interpofed 
between that kingdom and the Republic, 
as a bulwark to her own State againft 
France; and, from her apprehenfioa on 
that fcore, had been determined to lend 
a more ready fuccour to the Auiftrian Pro* 
vinces, when they were invaded by Louis 
the Fourteenth. The alarm of Holland 
was increafed, when the pretenfions of die 
houfe of Bourbon to the fucceffion of Spain, 
in cdnfequence of the will of Charles the 
Second, left no longer any interval be* 
tween the confines . of France and the 
confines of the Republic ; and that firm 
ftfpport which Holland gave to the grand 
alliance that was formed to oppofe die 
: pretentions of the family of Bourbon, 

was 
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Was founded on her ferife of the danger 
to which (he would Be eipofed froni this 
exteiifion of the French Monarchy. At 
the treaty of Utrecht, the Republic 
fully unfolded the maxiais by which hei: 
policy had Been guided ; and that (lie niight 
irerider the Au (Irian Netherlands a (Irongcr 
irarripart to her dwii State agairift France* 
by the barrier treaty concluded ibori afteri 
ihe impofed oh them this condition, that 
fcertairi cities on their ibuthem frontier 
thouid be affigncd as barlrier-cities, a faife- 
guard agalnd the attacks of France* arid 
that thefe cities (hould be garriforied only 
by the trbbps bf HbllancL The Catholic 
Provinces ffclt it ias a great degradation, 
that fome of their principal citieS Were to 
be garrifbned by the troops of a foreigil 
power, and of a poWer which had (hewn 
fo jealdufc a tenipe* towards the Flemiftt 
States ; but their dppofitiori was ineffec- 
lual a$ainft Holland feconded "by the 
- * Mi powerful 
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powerful aid of England. Ypres, Menjn, 
Tournay, Namur, and other cities, fituated 
on the fouthern frontier of the Auflrian 
Provinces, and forming , a continued .line 
of fortrefles, were afligned as barrier-ci- 
ties agaihft France, and were occupied en- 
tirely by Dutch garrifons. A condition 
no lefs humiliating was added, that the 
expence of maintaining the garrifons of 
Hollafid in the barrier-cities fhould be 
def/ay ed by the Catholic States. 

Fettered in their commerce, and exclu- 
ded from their noblcft rivers, retrained 
in their limits by Holland, and controuled 
alfb by her garrifons, the Auftrian Pro- 
vinces have borne with fome impatience 
that depreflion in which they were kept 
by the Republic. The prcfent Sovereign, 
willing to raife his States to their juft im- 
portance, has fought, as far as is confident 
with the faith of treaties, to render the 
domination of Holland lefs burdenlbme 

to 



THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 1 65 

*• • / ' . - - ' 

to his fubje&s, and to guard againft Her 
encroachments on thefe countries. The 
Dutch garrifons, that feemed to keep thefe ■ 
Provinces in a kind <5f fubje&ion, have 
evacuated the barrier-cites, and the Fie- < 
mings are releafed fron that appearance 
of fervitude. In the war which Louis the 
Fifteenth waged in the Netherlands, thefe 
cities, ill defended by the Hollanders, 
were reduced by the arms of France, and 
the greateft part of them were difmantled 
before they were reftored to their Sove- 
reign. As the Republic had (hewn no 
difpolition to put thefe difmantled cities 
Into a flate of defence, and had not other- 
wife fulfilled the articles of the barrier- 
treaty, the Emperor thought himfelf no 
longer bound to continue ^the garrifons 
of Holland in places that were untenable 
in war,' and has freed his country from a 
mark of fubje&ion galling to an independ- 
ent ftate, Holland had taken an oppor- 
M 3 ■ "i tunity 
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tunity at various times to advance he$ 
frontier beyond the limits marked by 
treaty, and to ufurp on the territory of thq 
Auftrian States, far removed from the eye 
of their Sovereign*. Thefe encroach- 
ments have been reftrained, and the forts 
which the Republic had built on thq 
ufurped ground in Flanders have been 
overthrown. That generous fuccour, which 
the Spanifh Netherlands gave to Holland 
in the.laft century, in that moment of 
imminent danger when her State was 
invaded by the whole might of Louis the 
Fourteenth, and when England, under a 
monarch too carelefs of his own honour 
and of that of his people, was gained 
to the fide of France, contributed greatly 
to fave the Republic from entire deftru&ion. 

* In the country of Limburg, an antient tree named, 
from the* Dukes of Limburg, the (5ak of the Duke, not 
many years ago marked the limit of the lands of the Repub- 
lic. Holland had taken occafion by degrees to pafs beyoo4 
that limit. 

' ' • In 
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In a treaty concluded at that time between 
Spain and Holland, fo lately hoftile to each 
other, but now leagued againft France, 
Holland expreffed her gratitude for that 
feafonable fuccour, and by an important 
article engaged to yield up Maeftricht to 
Spain, on the termination of the war with 
France ; an article which yet fhe took no 
care to fulfil, when the terror of the arms 
of Louis wafr withdrawn, and the per- 
formance of which, though often foli- 
cited, yet under various pretexts fhe al- 
ways evaded. The Emperor fuftaining 
the claims of his houfe, afferted his right 
to the city of Maeftricht, and to certain 
diftrids in its neighbourhood, by virtue 
of that treaty ; yet willing to defift from 
thefe claims, on condition that the navi- 
gation of the Scheld fhould be opened 
to his Provinces. Holland, faithful to 
her fyftem of holding in bondage the 
commerce of this country, has chofen 
' M 4 rather 
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rather to make other facrifices than to, open 
the navigation of the Scheld. Maeftricht 
has been redeemed at a vaft price ; certain 
forts and diftri&s have been ceded to the 
Catholic Provinces ; the Auftrian dominion 
over the Scheld is extended to a greater 
diftance below Antwerp ; Fort Lillo, 
yielded to the Emperor, marks no longer 
the bound of that fovereignty; ami thus 
thofe differences, which at onetime threat- 
ened to bring on a conteft oy arm?, have 
Jiad theirfinal ifluein pacific arrangements* 
Amity is now renewed with Holland. From 
the prefent ftate of the Republic, which 
having held a fplcndid courfe appears now 
to have pafled the point of her higheft 
elevation, it is likely that fhe will content 
herfelf with the territory beyond the 
Mcufe and the Scheld. which fhe pofleffcs, 
and that; the Flemifh States have little 
reafbn to be apprehenfivc of danger from 
her neighbourhood. 

On 



THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 169 

On the South the Auftrian Netherlands; 
in a long extent from the banks of* the 
Mofelle to the fhores of the '. Ocean, are 
bounded by the kingdom of France, 

France is not divided from the Low* 
Countries by any natural boundary. The 
houfe of Burgundy, when moft flourilhing, 
advanced its frontier into Picardy ; and 
the river Somme, by which that country 
is watered, and on whole bank many ftrong 
cities are built, was the limit on that fidfc 
of the empire of Charles the Bold. 
France took advantage of the death of 
that Pritice, to repel that limit. Louis 
the Eleventh, King of France, the rival 
and enemy of Charles the Bold, delivered 
by the death of that prince from thofe 
difquietudes in which he had been kept 
during his life, haftened to enrich himfclf 
with the fpoils of the houfe of Burgundy ; 
and whilft he recovered Picardy, and feized 
on the Duchy of Burgundy fo long di£ 

membered 
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roembered from F? anpe, fought alio to ad- 
vance his dominipn into the Low-Couu-? 
tries. An occafion in that moment pre? 
fented itfelf to France, of gaining the 

Netherlands, which (he miffed, and was 
• never able to recall, Mary of Burgundy, 
the fole heirefs of that rich houfe, was 
unmarried at the time of the death of her 
father Charles the Bold. This rich heirefs, 
to whofe nuptials many Princes afpired, 
was well inclined to a marriage with a 
Prince of the royal blood of France * ; and. 
that marriage, in the event, wojuld have 
annexed the Low-Countries to the French 
Monarchy. Louis the Eleventh, though 
crafty and politic, loft that opportunity, 
either from the hatred which he enter- 
tained againft the houfe of Burgundy, as 
lome have faid, and from the hope of fub- 
duing the Netherlands.; or, as others have 
written, from the jealoufy of his ow r n 
*' The Count d'Angoulefme, father of Francis the Firft. 

temper, 



femper, which would pot permit him to 
behold the exaltation even of a Prince of 
Jiis blood without apprehenfion. Whilft 
France delayed to feize a - favourable 
moment, the heircfs of Burgundy married 
the Arch : Duke Maximilian. France re- 
pented of her error too late, and faw with 
jregret a fival houfe ejiter into poffeffion of 
thofe fair Provinces, that were (b well 
{ituated to make a part of her own 
Monarchy. Hence that long animofity 
jvhicli (he nourished againft the hdufe of 
Auftria, and hence thofe frequent wars in 
which (he fo often dire&ed her enterprifes 
againft the dominion of that femily in the 
Low-Countries*. 

The efforts of France to penetrate into 
£he Provinces, which Auftria had thus ac- 
quired, were for a longtime attended with 

+ Louis the Fifteenth, when he viewed the Maufoleum 
of Charles the Bold and Mary of Burgundy at Bruges, is 
fcid to have exclaimed, " Voilale Berceau detoutes nos 
puenvs!" ' 

little 
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little fuccefs. Louts the Eleventh, who 
had flattered himfeif with the. hope of 
making an esfy couqueft of the Netherlands, 
was not able to advance beyond the fron- 
tier. Francis the Firfl found a formidable 
rival in Charles the Fifth, in whofe favour 
he. was con ft rained to renounce that title of 
homage, which he claimed as Sovereign 
Lord of Flanders, Henry the Second drew 
little advantage from his fucceffesin the 
Low-Countries. The civil difcord by 
which France was rent under Charles the 
Ninth, and Henry the Third, was artfully 
fomented by Philip the Second, that 
France might be the leis able to profit from 
the troubles that were at that time kindled 
in the Netherlands. Henry the Fourth, 
rnafter at length of his own kingdom, me- 
ditating to avenge hiiTifelf of Spain, and to 
humble the power of Auftria, was {tabbed 
by the poignard of au aflaflin. Louis the 
Thirteenth, leagued with Holland againft 

Spain, 
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Spain, had concerted to make a partition of 
the Catholic Netherlands between France 
and the Republic ; but that partition took 
no effeft. 

The advancement of the etapire of 
France into the Low-Countries was re- 
ferved for Louis t the Fourteenth, That 
Prince, from the beginning of his reign, 
dire&ed his enterpfife? againft the Nether- 
lands ; where his pretentions were fo high, 
and his fucceffes fb brilliant, that they gave 
a deep alarm to Spain, and to many pow- 
erful States of Europe, who yet by their 
combined fofce were fcarcely able to re- 
ftrainhis arms., The fucceflive treaties of 
the Pyrenees, of Aix-la-Chapelle, of Ni- 
meguen, ftill augmented the greatnefs of 
France by the acceffion of ftrong cities 
and fruitful diftri&s of the Catholic Low- 
Countries. The whole Province of Artois ; 
a large $nd flourishing tra& of Flanders, 
containing Lille, almoft the faireft city of 

the 



1 « 
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the Netherlands, add Dunkirk, confiderable 
by its port ; 4 portion of the territory of 
Haynault, of Ndrttur, of Luxemburg; 
were taken Into the French dominion* 
Whilft Franche Comt*, the laft j)art of the 
Burgiindifes that reniained to the houfe of 
Auftria* was alfo united to the cr<5wn b'f 
France, from which it had been fo long 
feparated. The fame of Louis the Four- 
teenth, who now took the title of Great; 
filled all Europe: the (kill of poets and 
orators was ietiiployed to celebrate his 
triumphs ; ..and his arrogance, ntorfed by 
flattery ahd fuccefs, displayed itfelf in vio- 
lences and infults to the neighbouring 
natious*; Theunjuft and arbitrary piro- 

fceedingS 

* Among the rPihces who were at this time bpprefled 
bytheihjuftice drFrarice, were the Dukes of Lorrainei 
Charles the Fifth, Duke of Lorraine, a gallant Prince; 
difpofleffed of. bis States by thfc ambition of FranceJ 
dedicated his fervices to the Ehiperdr Leopold, who 
bellowed on hirh his fifter in marriage ; and the houfe" of 
Auftria poflcfled no ally more faithful, n<jr general more 

brave, 
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codings of France after the treaty of Ni- 
meguen ftittred up againft her a powerful 

confederacy ; 

brave, than the Duke of Lorraine. This gallant rVirice* 
after performing many eminent acts of valour, N as he 
haftened to Vienna, being taken with a mortal illnefs at 
a village near Lintz in Aiiitria, wrote the followiug 
pathetic letter to the Emperor ; " Sacred Majefly! accord- 
** ing to your order, I fet out from Infpruc, to repair to 
*« Vienna, but I am arretted here by a greater matter. I go 
" to render to him the account of a life which Ihadcon- 
" fecrated entirely to your fervice. Remember that I leave 
*' a wife who is of your family, children ta whom I can 
" bequeath no other legacy than my fwordj and fubjects 
" that are in oppre^Son." 

- Trie Peace of Ryfwie reftored Lorraihe to the foh 
of this brave Prince, the Duke Leopold, who applifed his 
whole care to heal the wounds that war had infli&ed on 
ibis. State, to reftare plenty, and to diftirfe among his 
people a tafle for arts, and fcience, and the pleasures of 
refined and elegant fociety. It was a faying of this 
excellent Prince* that when he could no longer promote 
the good of his fubjecls, he would refign his fovereignty. 
To Leopold fucceeded his fon Francis, Duke of Lorraine 
and Emperor, father of the prefent Emperor Jofeph 
the Second* in whom the family of Auftria-Lorraine 
begins, and to whom is allotted a wider fpher^e for the 
exercife of princely virtues than was given to his anceftors 
in the narrow' State of Lorraine, 

By a treaty concluded at Vienna between many Princes 
tof Europe, 'the Gi«nd Duchy of Tufeany, the antient 
poflefSoh of pie HluflrioUs hbufc of Medicis, was be- 
llowed 
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confederacy ; : and England, now gdtrerh£d 
by a Prince who, born in the Netherlands, 
had oppofed a gallant refiftance to the am- 
bition of Louis, acceded to that league ; 
yet the confederates could hot Uoaft of 
their fucceffes in Flanders, and it was 
deemed an -advantage, that the French 
Monarch, when he laid down his arm* 
at the peace of Ryfwic, had not extend- 
ed'his empire farther into rhe Netherlands 
than at the peace of Niaiegueri. While 
Louis was faifed to this height of glory, 
the teftament of the Spanish Monarch, 
Charles the Second, which doftined the 
whole Spanifh Netherlands to the houie 
of Bourbon, feemed to complete : his tri- 
umphs in the Low-Countries. Rut For- 
tune displayed here her ufual inconftahcy ; 

beftowed upon the Duke Francis, afterwards Emperor, in 
exchange for Lorraine. Tulcany has been afligned as 
patrimony to .the &rch-Duke Leopold, the fecond . bro- 
ther of the Emperor. Lorraine, now ceded to France, to 
wbofi Monarchy it makes aft .important acceffion, Ml 
keeps ia memory the race of itt anticnt Prin^Ct* 

and 



fifed tfo Netherlands, that had been the 
theatre of the vi&ories t>f this Prince ia 
the early pact of his reign, became now 
(he feene of his difgraces. . The grand 
alliance* which Was fanned againft the 
houfe of Bourbon, and which was fo 
ttrtich animated by the fpitit of England, 
ttiutophed it .many memorable battle* 
over the armies of France* All that large 
portion of the Auftrian Low-Gountry, 
with its ftrqpg and. numerous cities, 
which had fallen under the doouuion of 
France, was re-conquered, aad, the frontier 
pf France itfelf was laid open to the inva- 
(ion of its enemies. . Louis fued for peace 
in vain on humiliating terms, and the Al- 
lie$y now yiftoricKis, difcovered m their turn 
as little moderatiQix as the French Mo- 
narch had formerly (hewn in his pro- 
fperity. A change in the Englifh cabinet, 
and the dlfgrace of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, fared Francefroxn that humiliation 
J '1ST ' and 
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add dinger- with u&ich ihe was threaienedj 
«*d*« ifltW of the war Was more feWiiM 
afefe t&Fftttife thrift her titfMN fly 
iMll ftafon to htfpe. file $ebcc of Iftncht; 
Winch gave the Spanift Netherlands w 
sfe Gftrmaii ftahch of Auftria, refitted 
alfc (0 ftaflfe the t#rrit»ry in the Gattolic 
h&mCotMify) which the had pj£e&d at 
tote peace of Ryfwicj and Louis the ftoat* 
t&fith ended feis rwgti, trairimitdflg. tft hk 
feeceflor>the fitrit of his firft rifltorieii fc 
the Netherlands. 

iiOttis th* Ftftteehth, ef a more padfid 
eharaftery permitted 'thefc Provinces * » 
enjoy repofe- dtirh'lg 1 a : i6ng j&rt of hfi$ 
feign,- till the acceffidh of the f*rin<Je& 
Maria Therefa to *he throa* <»f hei 
albfeefloB,- tani*' that fait occafwto ? wh&f! 
£H*fcrited Itfelf of defpoilirig the frotffe # 
AuflHa' of its pofleffionfc* attained tlfifr' 
atttbitioh- 6F that Prince; and dreW agaui 
file 'French- arms, frito the Catholic Ne* 
••'■ • therlands. 



therlands. f ortwie then. #»me4 TO#iftg» 
ty a train of fucceffes, to cmppCpkSJ 
to. France the diigraces fuftabftd ia; jfo 
former w£r»: die combined powers tbftSj 
oppofing the houfe of Bourbon, had fpry 
greriy gained fp m^ch glory iu Jthft ptaioi 
of ftamjllias, wer^ how vanquished i« 
fchexr turn ; the fatal (Mid #f Foptttojl 
witneffed the valour, but not the frccej&i 
of. the SBglilh troops t the Av&tim 
Netherlands, paafttfred by 'the powerful 
genius of Marflial SaXe, were eatirejyj 
deduced under th# po^er- of France, 
aadwexe fqr fopae timehtfldin fubje&|on> 
tp that etfojrn, But, wfettffc France waa 
thus, vj&orious wi Fl^odors, Britain, 
the aiif *f Attftriaj triumphed in othejr 
pa*t$ fey :h$r .naval p&wer ? and, at tfre treaty 
o£ Afft-larGhapeik, Fraoee *ra> conftoined 
to reftore her conquefts, and to oaarine- b&t 
dominion in the Catholic Low~Countries 
vdth'w kbokWmt* that n*ar$ appointed by 
N a tht 
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the treaty of Utfceht, and by which it is 
ftilt bounded. A ftri& league, cemented hy 
the band* of affinity, has now fbrfome 
titne united tHe houfes of France and 
Auftria, and exhibits a new fpe&acle in 
Europe* ■ While this amity lafts, the fafe# 
%y of thpfe Provinces is affured againft 
their mod formidable neighbour ; but if 
thofe accidents that are perpetually chaa* 
gtng the face of political affairs jftall re-kio- 
die the antieht aftimoftty, that for almoft 
three centuries fubfifted between thefe jjreat 
hctofts, the 1 Auftmrt Netherlands haveAHl 
reafon to apprehend an inVafion from that 
powerful * Monarchy, which kec$>s : 4ueH 
flrorig armies Aatioaed Hear their frontier, 
*nd which has fo 16ng rtgrettdd^tlfttiffie' 
njiflfed-the opportunity M adding V.t» her 
Empire the inheritance of-; the hotifiF^df 

ButguiKty'** , 

♦ -..,-. . <.Th# 

of the rivalfliip of Auftria ami France, contending *Ue 

the 
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The Ocean which bounds the Auftriari 

Netherlands on the Weft, fcparates them 

frbhj Engiand, the antient ally of this 

country, that was pnited in ftri& league 

with thefe States when they were governed 

by the Princes of Burgundy, and that has 

iince, at the expence of much blood and 

treafure, maintained them to Auftriaagainft 

J*Vance/ The fervices rendered to thU 

country by the Britifh nation, jind the 
■;'.a i • ' i '- - ' • ' • ' ■ - 

&edoraiaion»of Naples and Milan, which in the fixteentfy 
cenrury $rere annexed to the Spaniih Monarchy. By the 
V^aiy «£ Wtnkbti tfre$pjLBBh t Stato i* Italy, at well as id 
the Netherlands, were affigned to the German branch of 
Auftria. Tk c German iine has not preferved this part of 
^Sfea9^h%c*Co^ fo^re as $e Nctjcrlands. Wiiiift 
Louis ;^e Fifteenth permitted the Auftrian Low-Countries 
lef enjoy repofe, he carried his arms into Italy, where, 
a^d.by othfer B^rs* he tr^nfjorted the fovereignty of 
Naples ana* Sicily to a Prince of thehoufeof Bourbon. 
* -The In^periaA^omidfons in Italy, detached, like the Ne- 
l^.rlartris, foam the main body of the ^uftriap Empire, ai£ 
now contained in Lombardy, in the Mantuan and Milanefe. 
Another State in Lombardy prepares to obey an Auftriati 
Fringe, The, marriagy of the Arch-Duke Ferdinand, third 
brother of the Emperor, to the beirefs of Modena, opens 
to ifiat Prince the iucceffion of the antieni family of Efte, 
fcmuch celebrated by Artofto* 

N 3 valour 
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valour of her troops, are not forgotten here; 
yet whilft the Flemings recolle& the benq- 
fits that they derived from England, they 
fdmetiraes accufe her of having fupported 
too powerfully againft them the intereffc of 
Holland, an ally that has not always 
proved her gratitude to the BritHh State. 
The bands of that antieht amity which 
fubfifted between Auftria and Britain, have 
been fbmewhat IJackened, fince the hotofe 
of Auftria entered into ftrift league with 
France. It' may be <jtieftiohed : if tfic 
councils of Britain Were guided try <fcc 
oundefl policy, when fhe formed that new 
alliance in Germany, which determined 
Auftria to' depart from the antient lyftem, 
and to enter into intimate union -with a 
power whofe rivalfhip ihe had to long 
dkperienced. The neighbourhood of' Bri- 
tain, fo often knit in friendship with this 
country,, and removed beyond the 'tea, 

■ creates 



ciaateslittle joalPufy,of ffftthtfnfe^ w tfep- 
£Aenw$i Stated 

.WhUii France .a^d Holland a<l ya$c* .their 
ikoatiec into thefe CQuatros, ,the.grlncir 
jwdity ..q£. Liege,. $a ^ whole tfj&efll, li$} 
intermingled with tl)e Auft rian Provinces. 
Tfa* country of Liege, .inhabited by 
a warlike and tu/bjulent people, thap yrere 
fcafcsd taarms an^emg .woa&s ,an4 rnowi* 
taiasi in p>Ld tiniss waged fijecjya.nt wars 
with Brabant, ai}d. the adjacent Provinces 
of the LowrCauntries. . Nowiihieg thp. 
iame.hoiiile (pirit,. when the N«tl*eiia#d3 
jpet^ united uncjer the laws of the houfe 
of Sorgundy, this £crontry, .uqderjvenj 
{torn Charles the Jk>ld a fevere and memo- 
rafale fhaftiferaeiit. Louis, the .Eleventh, 
p«g of ^f^c^r the, enemy p,f jhe houfe 
of Burg^dy, whilflj: he jjrofeflTed to renew 
a. fosipfeof Wity svi#| pharles j;he Bold, 
fecretly ftirred uj> trie people of Liege, by his 
eiQiflaries, to invade the dominions of that 
N 4 Prince ; 
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Prince j and thai ^people, hoiHle to th$ . 
Duke of burgundy, though they bad. 
experienced bis clemency, -were foon rcrofed ; 
to arms. The nej* $ of the iavafion* of* 
hj$ country wa$ brought to Charles iat, 
Feronne, where Louis, not appreheuding 
that his arts Wduld fo quickly have takeft 
effe&, had unwari^ put himfelf into the; 
power of the Duke, The impatient Duk$; 
of Burgundy, inflamed with rag5 ? cpul^. 
with difficulty reftfain the tranfportspf hi^ 
anger againft Louis, and the ca&le of 
Feronne feemed deftined to be fatal to th$ 
Kings of France f . At length turning hi* 
wrath againft Liege, he led his ^rmyintq 
that country, compelling Louis „ to ap&Np- 
pany hup, that he might he a witoefs of 

: *) Philip de Cornmines, who pbflpfftfl the confidence' of 
Chirk*, is faid at this time to have, been gained bjr the 
Xing tf France, and to have contributed not a little to turn 
afide the warm refcntrocot of Ui«a J>dke againft. &<*«& 
PhUipde Cornmines foon after quitted thefervioe of the 
Puke of Burgundy, to enter into that of Louis, by whom 
be was largely recompensed, ,*,<■<'. ^ * V 
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that fcvere and too cruel piinimment which 



he now prepared to iriflifk' The city of** 

liiege was taken by ftorm; and confumed 

by flames : of the inhabitants/ a part were ; 

deftroyedby the f word, or were drowned^ 

in the waves of the Meufe ; fc a larger part " 

perifhed by famine hi the woods where they • 

had taken refuge ; the* King of ^France : 

being not only obliged to befiold the mife- v 

ties that beferthis unfortunate city, but* 

Having beeii alfo cohflrained to jbin , his , 

ajras to ihofe of the Duke of Burgundy. 

in 'reducing the place. " The country of 

jQege ieemed at this time about^tdfall un* 

• * .'.'■"■*.. . ■ ' 

d.er the dominion of the hoiife of Burgun* 

dy, with the Pf ovinces of the Netherlands 

atnong which it is (ituated. By the death 

«j£ Charles the v; Bdid, it was tjtithdfaflrft 

frqrii the jful^eQion in which it was kept bjr 

{bat prince r but frdta that time the neigh* 

fcourhpod of Liege has ce^fed tor 4i^wl> 

the repoie of the Low-Countries. v 

-- f ' The 



,The State of Liege, under its Prince* 
Bifho{\ enjoys a JDiiUd government, bearing 
a flew acuity to the adjacent Provinces of 
the Netherlands, as well in many- part$ 
of $t$ conftitution, as in that Walloon 
language which is here fpoken. The ftp* 
jwt which this fmall principality, as a 
merabet of the Germanic body, derives 
from the Umpire, aflures its independence. 
The city of Liege flouri(hes~ by tthe in-* 
dwftry and commerce of its inhabitants. 
The river Meufe, paffing from KTamur, 
Water* this Country, which in fome paits 
exhibits rich and cultivated plains that do 
not yield in fertility to the adjoining lands 
of Brabant, in other parts pre£&nts the rude 
a#d mountainous fcenes of the Ardennes, 
tjhe antient chace of Charlemagne, among 
whofe trails rife thofe celebrated fprings 
that invite the refortof ftrangers into the 
country of Liege. 
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On the Ea^ tbefp Provinces are >9^de4 
by Germany, ia which the feat of ejppijtfi 
though remote, of their Sovctmgji, if 
found*. In refpeft of Genfapy* xhfi NfH 
therian4« have been often ftyled th? J^owef 
Germany ; a name which is not inpprfh 
perly b^ftewed on them, as well jr* refpe£| 
of thqir Ration and language, as Gjfc : a£> 
count of the origin of their f#& - : «*IjftMt 
tants, who may be judged from thefureft 
evidences to have been of German ?a$& 
Tfre natural relation, that fuJjGfted b^tweepi 
the Netherlands and Germany, became 
more intimate, when the ibvereignty of 
the Low- Countries pafled to the Princes of 
Auftria. Maximilian, who efpoufed the 

* The, German States, Bohemia, Hungary, Tranfylva- 
ttia, and the adjacent Provinces, form the main body of the 
Austrian Empire] 'wide arid extenfive countries, lying to- 
gether in clbfe union,'' that have not yet gained their full 
meafure of itoength* and vrhkh the genius of the reignmf 
Sovereign promises' to efcaltto higher importance. The 
ipkcious and fruitful kingdom of Hungary prefents £ vaft 
fcfafor improvement. 

'• ' heirefs 



* jjljk tKEfCHfcS OF. THE HfSTORY OF : 

heirefs of Burgundy, fought to flrengtherj 
this relation, by ere&ing the Low-Coun^ 
tries into a circle of the Empire, under the 
title of the Circle of Burgundy ; but this 
band of- union has netfer taken complete 
dfe& The neighbourhood of Germany, 
where their Sovereign holds (b high a rank 
Si the chief of the Empire/ and pofletfes 
fuch powerful States, together with the 
fplendor of his reign, and that confider- 
ttion which tie * enjoys ^mong Monarch s, 
idds to the fecurity and impbrtance or ' the 
Attftrian Netherlands/ ' v ' r ' : J: ::ii 

.'■'-•;• •■•-■•■■• ■ •• • •■* - J 
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* *- * • • * *'■*- ' "* ^ 

T H fi Roman Catholic Religion is efta-t 
bli^hal in the Flemiih Provinces. Tk& 
dp£tiines of thfc Reformers ' fpread fron* 
Germany. iijto thefe countries early hi the 
beginning of tha fifteenth century ; and thft 
number of the Reformed increafed fc fail ii| 
Flinders and Brabant, that their 2eal threat^ 
encd to overthrow the antient worfhip, and, 
inflamed thofe difcontents, which drew on 
the revolt of the Low-Coun tries from Spain* 
But when a reconcilement took place be- 
tween Philip the Second and this part of the 
Netherlands, It was agreed that the Roman 
Catholic religion ftjouid be eftablifhed in 
all the Provinces that returned to the Spa* 
nidi government. Since. that time, the Ca- 
tholic religion has kept quiet pofleffion in 
thefe countries, the Reformed withdrawing 

themfelves 
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therhfelves in great numbers into other 
parts, particularly into Holland; where their 
fcligkin was tnumphailt. - 

. The rebgiox* of the Auftrian Nctherlaa^s 
icctn^ta have token op -fbaJl tinftUrfcffcm 
the fuperftttba of §paih, with- which th^r* 
fcaftib long, and & imksatean j&t&ooiftfe, 
HtnCe .daid. ceremonies and .piojra .«Wet* 
vadoes, multiplied in tfeofe parts ibeyonji-ffeo 
example of inoft Catholic countries:- henori 
^at veneration of faints and rcftquej^fciuafit 
holy brotherhoods, andi«lig iwsiwwe&ona^ 
that ib often croud tl»e<£|nMtt <£.ite$toa&ik 
cities:- fcerice..al& thjafe j^wrb^H timtti art 
rdigiou,' and th«t *M;«iA^»'AMftAMt 
taken Sxtcb, deep xobt h.e«« ■ ' . '. - «.* :a. I 

.. Thefe Provhice^ : ,like.v<rthflf j&tlttiaci 
cjowjt&e*, :potfb64i|0k:|^aviiftr Saints, as* 
&cs of thefe ianifc, jthtf iira«^Ma%ttflMift 
Ijjj fh«r pioys ftfts,: jn the; ago; .when dm 
QhnfHaG fatfh. W*s Mi pJcAtdd.; fitea<la« 
^ui^bant v be»ft.-<if5t.Bavi9 > ;Sr>;&gga*.' 

• • and 



att4 tiie Holy Virgin St. Godule, who© 
fcn&ity i* & ai&ply atitefted by the pk*i* 
tegetfcfe Of j&rabaitt* ahtf to 4Htom the frfih>-J 
cipal church of Bruflels is dedicated. : Buti 
St. Hubert hhdd in partfciflii 1 tfe&ratW 
fa the Ardennes. . Sti Hubert, Bom «# 
tiobirp&tfjfcj was ten idolater^ and a ; hiirite^ 
hi the woods, when, as he purfued tteT 
game> a 4eer jirdferitod Melf," beiwetti whofe* 
horns' was planted a miraculdW ' crofs: 
Struck by this miracle* Sr. Hubert foifook* 
the rude life of 1 a hunter, artd* crhbracing 2 
the Ghriftiah faith* became art- eminent 
Apoftle in the ArdehneS. The feftival of 
St: Hubert^ preck>ti& to fp6Ci4m«a, aad con- 
fecrated to the chace, lllll recalls the de- 
figbt that this Saint t**k itt his firft pro* 
feffion of aiiutiter. Neither has St. Hubert 
dtsft&ta wdrfcmftattes, iai4fofehd his aid 
to thofe Who furtef harm &om the dog, 
his 'flfthful bOfripahion hi the chace. All 
who have the misfortune to be bit by a 
'•• mad 



«M# 4«$ «WT Jte the A^d«*n^ and $* 
Abbfjr of S^l <Huh$t» Aflfi Igf thek-de«oi 
tfllft to tbc S«af obtain* **k*i&$kl, afiotu- 

iJtoanf titc 6ur*cles which ^pcnanpcH^ 

Iknifli FrariQMft b tlji* tenitrkahle mi ? 
ra^k^pf t^Hp^ Sacraip^ut, as fcfe calje^; 
{aid to We. been wwn^bt ifx the fourteenth, 
ca*ttl£jr. At that time the Jews of BruiHty 
ar.fc is|)fcl9©ijbd r ftok the co^fcerate^ hp& 
from the *Uar of St. Gutfufc^d* iMe^ite,, 

:* If this fee thie, *«%«( thought tWalivllyfiiiifa, Stli 
got b^ fupcrfijjfiOQ^it the mqft foveeyg} *9**ffy that^Ul yef 
been found againff the bite v of a mad cfog/uniew, perhaps, 
Ac regimen preferred by the rt&gtouitff St,:rittffcrt be* 
allowed to have fome Glare ia workup this miracle. ^ t v 
Charles, Efuke of Lower Ldrrairie, who founded the city 
of Snjf&fs* • tfefrfporfed ftittfcer tie : «nfr*ib of St. fiNtdbkr,' 
from the village of Moi%zcU» This holy perfon had beep, 
fit-ft interred at the village of Ham. * A lofty tree,* which 
hfid ovetfhickwfedbet %uk%le«t«^ r pyftafly fti^e*ed> 
her remains, as grave authors have written, to the village of 
Mfttzelli where it took root,- fpreading its boughs oveF the " . 
new»butial?p|ace of ifteSaini. . It \$ noUneatfcrcd jffhfitl(pc? 
this devout tree had alfo purfued the remains of the holy 
ltotdtothetai&toftheStttne.- ; '* 

to 



to j&e <£*4 pf t^Ctrtftishsvwoufaifba life: 
Hoft . w^Mtatafetfii*^ ' The iWoft,- a£f . 
fa^fpd Uy : th ? pfimtf of i&fe l*fi4db>- Am* * 
dr<$>tof;kJoo4*.; i6>jftfii«reqr.D£:thisAtri*, 
lege. ,0(3^ Jo>«gji »nd r of lie. Inuacfei- 

to ther-^iieft^ ^ St. -Qttdbfe. The mink? 
culous ,£Ig(jt wasr^^ht "bitilgl ia trfiumptt - 
to the church~of S?, : Q»4pljc : tti© unhappy 

fthe.flata^., agd ^#ef^ that carurf, death ao 

EjSffeHWf^.tiBAttf ft* •* calumniate 
the jjewsf, thatrtlie)? £)ight* the. bbrter ten- :. 
^e{lf^^ ; ijif>eirftia»» 1 o^ / thc.yulgar; and 
on x jfuch vain pretences wete innocent 
^eft-^f. thp JewiiV: nation coademned to 
<Jie by a the avarice of; Princes, who thus * 
fc^fccagtoii to Jtifce; on the w®kh which 
they had acquired by their traffic, llnftances / 
of a like kind-are not . wanting in the bit 
tpty of the neighbouring nations. This' 
, ... O pretended 



*9+ i*Exait**«r-tiifc4ime*Y or 

pcetejribd tpiracle is «e4eVrate4 -at Jktifefa 
by.a yeady feftival, ^»h«5h is honoured bf 
the pretence, of the Court, of the Magi* 
{totes* :aad:-thp principal Councils of the 
State. E\^ after * certain term of years > 
a returning JdbUee adds greater pomp' to 
tjhis miracle, aixf <he -fteittift artffts ex* 
bapft their! ftili id (tfi0tfag» and in tape* 
itriea* «a adorn-' a' &ftivaf$ which : ia khz 
inomnnent of die impiety of the Jews than 
Of the arts; cf Prieftt, of the ty&nnjrof 
Pcincea, and of tbe-4feak oredulity off the 
Mokhude. In ^fkroe^ge; « wttefa the 
prjetended riolatioa of tbe- Hoft drew xYas 
fere ch^ai&ipent «« tf» Jews at Bniffib* 
many thowfends of that unhappy people 
were .qonderaned in the fame cotnttjr ita 
petifh fcy4 re °*. t ^ 1 * fao'd* ©n a vain a&u* 
lation, dot- they had- peiioned the fctnV 
tains and fpread the peffijence thcojugb 
Br&baet; Thottgh thefe idje. fi&km*? that 
were greedily Mewd to in da tk times, cad 



/ 



t»fo«gft«]giSti iffe&t, jet it Would feetrt 
that eVeft in thfe prtTent agej and tinder 
miidr^overftitienttei Ihe Hebrew race, fb in* 
iafffeiiRve W foetety^ are ftlH dettined to fuffer 
kippr^fiotii 1 : ^ J 

Aiaidft tzlti icitfem5hie^ and observances* 
confefcrated by fefcg ufage, a mdre enlarged 
fpiqt erf Ireligkjh infefitfbly dlflufes itfelf 
&rough theCafhrfit Provinces. The fe- 
paiarion ^rom Sjiaih has tfended fomewhat 
Acr«p«fs thefuperftition which the narrow 
h»|dtky w£ th* country h?d introduced; 
^Bhfc ksftatefcOe &£f>Mioft>phy aHb> which in 
this age applies itfelf lb hapjiHy to correct' 
tji^fe -erroffr that falfe religion had nourifh- 
ad> ; rfttt|l to banifti low fuperftition to the 
vrflgar, has been felt in the AuftHan 
Netherlands as in other parts of Europe. 
Arraore powerful caufe nowexerts itfelf here 
to illuminate the minds of men f and to re* 
ftrain the exefeffes of bigotry and fuperfti- 
tious zeal< The prefenf Sovereign has in 
O % no 
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no refpcft <Jifplayed a more enlarged qtfitf* 
/ than in the ordinances which he has pnafted 

.concerning religion; 2nd it is the pqculia* . # 
praife of this enterprifing and enlightened 
Monarch, that in the (hort term of years 
during which he has reigned, be has 
wrought improvements in the religious 
fyftcm in his, States, to which the logg^ft 
reigu might fcarcely have been though^ 
fttfRcient. 

The Fkmiih ^Provinces, by the compa& 
with Philip (he Second, had agreed thajt 
the Catholic religion ihould be maintained i 
but : whilft this fecurity;was ftipula$ed for 
the .anient ,worfhip, the intolerant and per* 
(editing, fpirit of Spain was not adopted* 
fhirt dark coyrt 6f the Inquifition, whofo 
Sre&jgn had filled this country, accuftopaed 
ip jti||4 4 tribunals, with fuch jyft alarms* 
was fcrpver fuppreffed.. No ^verities were 
e^ejfife.4 againfl: the Proteftant inhabitants; 
apd if they^were-ejcclud^d from the $nagi* 
- • . .. • * ftracy, 



firacy/ and from 'public offices of truft/ 
they v/ere not mblefteid in their property or 
perfon; and the exercife of their worfttip- 
in thfeir* private meetings was not ohftru£U 
ed. But the edi&s of the prefent Sovereign 
have eftablifliefl toleration on a firmer bails, 
and extended it to a wider latitude. Whilft 
the* Catholic religion is maintained, the 
Proteftants are indulged here in the pp©Ho 
exercife tit their religion, and are admitted,; 
rio lefs than the Catholics, to Hold public 
offices and employments. England noi# 
fees her felf but- do tie in the article of reli- 
gious toleration by a Catholic ' coiAitry. 
Whilifl: religious seattn the Btitifh flkaftilt 
drives many of their gkllant natives dFthlsr 
Catholic "faith into exile, and compels theni 
, under. the ftahdards of a foreign 
prince^ thofe military honours jvhicH* thdy 
are not admitted to fhare iii the fervke of 
fheir own Sovereign, the Imperial armies 
are ppen to the reception of ProCeftarit +o& 
O 3 ficers; 



fa& j and wfcUfl; fanatic|l tumults $& 

fljoe^, 3wl WW de&afcd, the legUJa^rji. 
of Qritgjn Ui her efforts., to - extend, tp tbe 
Qatholks^a ^cer excrcife of their rptigifgfe 
Project churches ri& fecure aod. womt 
leftediq. .^;iVu$w^;I$ethei^4sj : •., 
r laTheg^w^rjqf the £oge, .& dai^nMisjty 
§*ates. and Priopes in the 9^$$&^S°4f!£ 
p$ alw sys ^Utfood by the free f#fftj$ 
thefc x^atxiea. The afltionjt cooflituti^jj, 
jftdWiqf %;|W^ .^ the^rf^ ^ 

$e tfqfy §£ ; *ad th? tyranny $f &e,C$#; 
<*f gome $d qgt aflpr4 fo jftrong afl,«^, 

in, the- age. of reformation, for departing 
$X>m. f tlje ^ptient. rejigion* The Joyous 
Entry of. Brabant permitted no caufes to fa 
|r^fp^rted^frpm th$ fpiritual courts of 
tjbat Province to Rome; no papal mandate 



been approved anil fobfcKbed'br the Goua-- 
cU of Brabant ; not* was It lawfltl to>r6v- 
mtilgate any buH- or degree of "cte B*p«, 
till ft had obtained' the fah&ton <of that 
tribunal. 3ut by 'the l«s ed&s- of the 
Emperor, the atithority of. the S>e of Rorrie : 
is ftill more abridged in the Auftmn"??lan* 
fieri; *£hat powdr whkh *tli*r Jfoly See 
had acquired, of granting difpetffations^ 
arid cf collating* td benefioes, irriow takert 
$tiray, and the Pope esercifed no tither au- 
thority than that which belongs i tob/iffi as 

the Supreme Hea4 of the Cath;o«oHfci4gion^ 
tvho regulates the ribs and dniciphrie of 
fl^$hi*roh. A I^oncb from *he Gourt o# 
Jtorfie refides at Pfaflels, with a-va^titbi 
to which no authority is ar^neijed. fko 
RodJati Pontiff in this age has 'pra&lecl 
condefgenfions to the present Emperor; 
fkat have not heem a^lway? (hewn- by hiar 
predeceflbrs to former Emperors ; though) 
i$e(e eondeFeeafions have; Hot r^fle4 afide- 

Q .4 «w 



on eaKghteoed Prince fort. J&o&r&tibg 

. tbofo,atetfo^hicb antient frperfttttoa had 
jtttt&liMbi intohis State*' . • '•..• 

.But* 'mighty fejbta»jh<Mfti<ile<'*f 
rdkgion, Which ittsjdutiflgutfhed the. reign 
of the 'prefent Sovereign,' is the fqppreffion 
- of toiwcof s tad ' : mpnafteriefc. The ; mo- 
nraftio orter* found .their way- a*. "an early 
'time into the Provinces of. the Low-Cojin-r 
tries.. The blind, piety of Prince* and 
$fobfes 4}gnafifeCitfeif herei • afe in other 
parts of Europe in the faft ageMf the 
church,; ! by the; foundation . and. endow- 
ment of . convents. • ; The , lazily • fista* 
which Charlemagne defended, fruitful oij 
heroes, /was* alfo fruitfnj of faints, whq 
were munificent .in the' <endpwn>eftt of 
Religious houfes, and: of yvhigm rn^rvy eaii 
braced. the monaftic Aate in thefe Con- 
vents whieb f they had endowed.. St. £egga. 
and St. Oertrude, . vy ho arc rH«ed;i by the 
ftundatioalof jBpiigiouff ho\iftg.in $&fe Pro- 

v ': vinces, 



: merit to the coi)te£TJplativ^4i|f <) ai^.h<}^ii\g 

W to poultries,- wb^h dflpr/l-jftWf d *&* f %*? 

.garly-. epulenc^ ,a#d| ' t^ c $pK$&%!*fl 

SRam.ftiU incjceafod the- number of, ,-?<$■♦ 

i>amc» ,an4 «n.der various, l#idqjss, : ;hfvc 

themfelvsf -a 4argp j)art.x^ v j^f ]^Jf.Gf 

$.ef? Provinces, ., .: A-; ffR 3 *^ J"W¥f ; S^ 
eitieens,- , of y bgth fe* ps* . have beet* withr 
. drawn, ftoaa -|ofliai, life, *ft«#£ thej* ^f*. 
io * jigoroup celibacy, jandja $e glop#gr.. 
^erc^oi ^.J&#fy.» il jMd..tfp labour, of. 
. ,. ..r a great, 



a«r-; uiwwi'triwiiwrtwtv of , . 

N 

tpastpmiot tjje«>mmttnrty has bten. 
eixq»lcg^far«b«~maint*n9Mtt<]f perfons, 
^faofemijwwflnbfe leisure make* no increafo 
to the public ftore, J 

1 The Sovereign bat ferfq the difadvan- 
tages refulting to his Seata* from the mtnV 
tkvufc of wUgfeut^Ottfea ; and the vcrii-. 
ration in which the monaftic order Has 1 ' 
fceeniolong heM, ha» not reftiaincd him 
from applying a remedy, by fuppreffing a 
part of die Oorrrents. ' The (enfe t>f die 
StSRs of the Ptorrnccs ha* agreed ih tftk 
flatter whfef to* fenfcof the Sovereign, 1 
an* in Brabant the Imperial exftfts have' 
been fubfcribed by the Council of Brabant, 
Of Ac reflgtous houfes founded m trre' 
Autffran Provinces, a great number', at*. 
Wen 1 in the cities a* in the country, are now 
diflblvext, The rigid order of' the GaT- 
thufians, morY reclafe, and rooft abjftrafife<f* 
fitom the world, has been entirely f6^i x 
jtfe&d. The other convent? that 7 af6 
""-**•' diflblved 
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diflblred, hayp b«Aa : t%feeu indifrimriaatety • 

amotfg the" abet ©rdejawf^Ciitertiaro or \ 

Augyftitis^ fottowm of &l Scrmpior of 

St. Clara. The Carmelites, ao order io» ; 

tcpduced by 4ib«t qp4 i(afaUa,,and waicjy , 

tracer back i» Oofm to fijowtu Carfljd i*, 

P^cftine, have ip* obtained iaiuJg«mcft* ! 

Xke ibUtajy h£nqits have bean catted; taut 

fojfake their wood* and rocks^ ajtd Jttingje, 

■with mea, : .• -• , : ... I 

Xhif f rcat,r^nnation hA« been; awpaV) 

rJiOied quietly, and wjtbpv* re^faacj^ 

Tl»e,yoipe, of jeafon, long fuppr«ffqd. .tjjv 

ftife religion, baa at length jbeett i*«r4$ 

anji the. diflblutioa of xnonafcenes.,, that «j 

the fifteenth, century c«^14 iiQt b^ Goa**; 

j$Fed kj.gogj^ud [without tjt*^t sM^r^r, 

b^Uiofl, is ja tb> ag* ep^^u>. ft&4ffee%r 

country without violence . or oj$?Atio&.; 

4 juft lenity has been ohierv^d in thift^ 

fprro,; a^d whill^ th,* *$&&* :***fri 

t . .* • - enter 
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enter into the world, motiafteries are open 

for'th'e 'reception of thofe atnong them, 

who, bedded to thfe rnonaftic life, chufe to 

piR the remainder of their days in thofe 

ebfervahces to ^rhich they have beeii loiig 

a^feuftbmedl *TherefigIotis of both fexes 

Jfc^ ; forthe rtioft part entered again into 

t!6& v^orld. -The Nuns of the t&rirteKte 

onfer, ittort attacKefl~ta their profefiion, 

have paffed into France, where the? Prin- 

«ef$Tx>uifa; a daughter of France, lias efn- 

brtded'that figid* order. ,s N6ith'e& has the 

vfeftUh-' H>f? tKe~fuppreffed convents been 

f^4andired J away, as iir England, by a pro-? 

» * * * ... 

f6fe prince, or lavifhed on rapacious favour- 

ttitK- A^part of the eftates'of the 'diMved* 

monafteriei is fet apart for the Fuppoirt of 

tWlreliglous wko enter ihto the world, and 

for- <whqm> decent penfibns~are- provided : 

(he remairider is deftihed for public works: 

bfchdfa&al to If&^Statc,' of ^hl'ch fbttxtf hatt^ 

bkeii already Wrkeij iiilti ' '* r ;^ v ; 

**> The 



Therfappjeffioflofcony^sj «^ifhffa«-ft 
yet taken, place, may .b*-confi4ef«d ©atytfa 
the beginning of ,a greater rfcfcrmatbn; that 
is intended. The- convents that ate fufH 
preffed are not the l^rgeftpart of tfcejdi* 
giow houfes* t n$r are they the jrooft; oonfa 
defable for- th^ir wealth, No : abbey ha j 
yer been diffolved : and; if the refwm&tktf* 
proceeds, it is likely that the abbeys, will 
&U the toft*; as. many of the Abbots in this 
Country* like tbq mitred Abbots of Old u* 
England who fat in parliament, are entitled 
to a place in. the Aflembiy of the States % 

* It may be remarked that, in the States of Brabant, the 
tfrder of tile Clergy is reprefented entirely- by Abbots, the 
Prelates who St in that Aflembiy pcfTeffing a place only pa 
account of the abbeys that they hold. The Prelacy was 
not eftaUUhed in that Province When the States were con- 
fUtuted. . The erection of bifhoprics, and their endow* 
ntent from the revenue of the Abbots, was a meafure of 
Philip the Second, that raifed much dilbontent, and wa* 
thought aa infringement of the liberties of Brabant. It $ 
remarkable alfo, that, in the States of Brabant, the firft 
place in die order of the Nobles belongs to an Abbot, the 
Abbot of Gemblours, whopofleffes that rank not as Abbot, 
but as Count, of Gemblours. * * 

But 
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But ike fottg^ wgti of Monachitm leferoa 
now in all parts of Europe to be drawing 
td a final period; The diffufion of (cienc^ 
h%9 prepared the overthrow of this inftitii* 
ticfn, that owed its growth to ages of igno* 
rstfce ; and the condfeft of the Sovefejjpi'of 
thefe Provinces has fet a fair example to the 
ilhitation Of other CSathOlie Princfes. Per*. 
haps^ ih another century* the mofcaftic of- 
fers will be foifght foi in *ain in rhoft parts 
OfEittOpe, afid will leave jio other traces 
of therhfelves, than iA thefe ftateljr bmldf , 
ings which they once inhabited; 

Whilft high apjriatife is» due to the &?* r , 
vereigtt* who by the fuppreffiort of .con* . 
vents has rendered fo great fervlce tq 4 hi? _ 
States and to human kind, yet juft^re^ 
quires, that the merits of the religious or- ^ 
ders in thefe lands fhould * not be eptitely ^ 
forgotten. Let it be remembered that the - 
Monks gave the firft leljbiis of agriculture 
in this country, and that the ru^e .waftes p£ 

Flandera 
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ftkide'rs v*c/e converftJ into fhik&l faM*' 
by itfie labour of holy rtieii* If too Iirge 41 
tikare j b£ the khds has been allotted to cort*J 
Veftb andmonafteries* yet let it be remark- 
ed, that the wealth of the feligious houfet; 
has been employed ehiefly in hospitable 
a&s> -in the endoUrdgement of elegant arts* 
and in the conftru&ion of edifices that hate r 
adorned the country; whilft the farmer hai 
found in the fathers of the Convent* whofe 
lands i he rented* iiurtiane' and indulgent 
landlords* The leifure of the dbifter 
lias not always been wafted ih indolences 
among the lilonks in this tountry have 
been found men that were eminent in Juts 
or letters ; and the Abbots here* as former- 
ly in England, hare flood forth the advo* 
cates of the liberty of the people* It may 
fc^iidded alfo, that the lives of the religious 
hive Wen for the mod part Without fcan- 
4a], an example of fevene*irtue ; and that 
if unwilling captives have beta detained 

within 
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vitl^ip: tin} «WLven£r walls* . yi£fck^6 .. tft $j& 
pride. ^of faqrrilies r yet ibmefctpes 'the^n? 
tapgy have found afuitable : retce4$ in t^ie^ 
rpaftfiojis 9f prayer and meditation. ■ Ttfpfo 
firaife may be beftpwed pn M^naefiifmrbfe- 
£pce : its final departure from thefe rfgiojiSi .> 
^n - jnftitu tion of -the, religious, )fcind/ 
which tqek its rife' in thefe^r^y^ces^aaa^ 
is peculiar tb thejrj f j& the mftitutjp*} of t$f£ 
female community, yarned the { [Peg ijinfi?^ 
The Begtriiies dwell together in tjie &fttft 
quarter, of the »citjr f ; wtar,^ farr$ §mgl& 
habit, profete; obedience toa iyp£rKy HI a#<Jr 
dedicate a : part pf the day to T^votioiK- £$$ 
they feclude not thcmfe|ves, likq the $f V$§*1 
fi:om the worlds a$d # they refcmi the lijbejt}f> i 
of quitting the;prQfefliai> of Beguin^ r $h<jfc 
o£enteting hitq the. parried : flat^ : iy^Q thgfr 
tjynk r fit : 5$e Bcguinps t:4 #{>$*<: #Jflfc#%S 
fitted inrt# Jhji<yip^^ 
ifck'tog watji-fliw» i a f #rt fua* of ra^ney; 
«ld..^fl^^l^ j|[eifiwe^i» gfgilfawfe 
r'*i ' *• and 
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• and other female occupations, fo that their 
flwinteaance lays no burden upon the pub- 
lic. St. Begga, whqfe name is retained by r 
the Beguines, is iaid to have founded this 
inftitution, which yields a reipedable re- 
treat to womep thaFpoffefs a flender inr 
come^ or that may chance to.be left with- 
OMt prote&or or guide. A grpat number of 
women ^n thefe lands take the profeffion of 
J^eguine^ 4 Beguinage i§ found in every 
great city,, and, iurrpunde^ with walls, and, 
laid out into neat ftreets and buildings, the 
dwellh^gs of the Beguines, refembles itfelf. 
a&fcallcity. 

The religious foundations \n this ooun? 
try, th$t are named Noble Chapters, yield 
an honourable ftation to unmarried ladies 
of noble birth, who poflefs nof: ajways a 
fortjjae foited to their rank, The Cano-* 
nefa j ( fo the lady is named who enters into 
tfce Noble Chapter) muft exhibit proofs of 
pdWe dcfcea/t : her residence %t the chapter 
P Imppfe 
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impofes no auftere duties, and (he is. not 
excluded from partaking the innoceijt 
amufemcnts of the world fufobie to her 
Birth. The revenue that this foundation 
"yields, adds to the independence of her 
income when ihe is Jingle 5 and flu> is at 
liberty to etiter into the maried ftate, and 
ffr refign the name and pfoceof C^oneis 
'when fhe thinks proper* Perhaps Homo 
part of the pillage of the ntonjtferics in 
England mi^h* have fceea -more u&fuily 
employed m eftaWiflvmttit^ pf thi$ fort, 
than ifl enriching rafcacioqs courtiers. .The 
Noble Chapter of ftUvelle.jn Brabjant; r|fla» 
founded by Bt. Gertfude. The JUwJy pf 
Nivelfe ( ft> the Abbefs is named) ppffeflfes 
at lfcrgejtirifdiaion, and has btea $$$% 
Princefs of the Empire, , The NpUq 
Chapter of Andenne, . fituated aoaidft thA 
paling and pidturefqne. teenes m I&q 
bafriks of the<Meu&j ww founded hySt* 
;a. TPhe tity of ftfons awed its, Srft 
' * ^ g r P*taefs 



gr0at#e&to the. NdileChapter. b^tuitti b)t 
Si. Wdtckttdey q£ iiluftrwus ifcfeent, and r©* 
nowiifed for tie* {>iw& a&s ij^Hayuaul^ . . . 
Valuable eftatea, ar c^mtoawfcriesy a? 
they are caHe^ ai*jto^(kd ift'fcbis Momt 
try bytteTeutonte order,* Ifhiah* iaftituted 
Jn the time of ihe Graftdc*, kf » ftataflac 
^Htence umtes the jMrofdJian f>f awns with 
that of teKgion,' ft&n $f *<*&*' faraiik* 
and- of 1 tfhbcterate ins© mo 4ud a; f efc^rce i& 
emWatmg tVi^^riep. Tfe<J Jtoi#^x>f the 
* ^Teutonic order are requif ^l^«ltobit^<«fe 
of noble defcent, are bound by vows of ce- 
libacy, and are befides required to have 
given proofs of valour by military ferviye, 
before they can attain the emoluments of 
t he order. THe ffetutes of the order enjoin, 
that this military fervice fhall be performed 
againft the Infidels 5 but a difpenfation is 
eafify obtained in this article, ^nd the Knight 
iiiiiy be permitted to perform his noviciate 
jh arms in the wars betweeh Chriftiai* 
Pa States. 
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States. Great Princes have held the place 
of Grand Mafter of the Teutonic Qrderj 
the anibition of a Prince of 8randenburg T 
in the iixteenth century, who feized a large 
put4>f the pofieffions of tlje Teutonic or- 
der of which he mps Grand Master, bid tito 
firftfiiaDdatitaj-of the greatnefs of the Kings 
of Prnffia. ' The Priqqe Maximilian, bw- . 
therof the. Emperor, ?m$ Electa p£ Qe 
bgoe, whofe States almoft border oa thefo 
Provinces, is at prcfent prand Mafter .of 
the TeutonieOrfleti 
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SEQTION XL 

LITERATURE and the fcienocs wert 
Cultivated at an early time id the Auftrian 
Nethorlands, and made quicker advances 
herfe than in the neighbouring countries*; 
The Ehiktfs of I Iktrguridy . wefrc eminent * 
pttke&or* of literature, and by their en* - 
cauragement forwarded the progreia of kt*I 
ters. The antient library of tfeefe Prices* - 
which flill remains at Bruffels, named the 
Library of Burgundy, contained a greater 
n timber of vdlumes than was to be found 
in that age in the libraries of moil Kings. 
Among the earlieft hiftorians that flou- 
lifhed in Europe, are to be numbered the • 
hiftorians of this country, fuperior to the 
Cotemporary writers of France and Eng- 
land ; Froiffart of Haynault, who in his 
native Walloon tongue has delineated fo 
P 3 happily, 
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happily, 4fld with expwffidns f<* natuf&lj 
the manner^ of the fourteenth . Centjipy, 
Vr hen the' W4fices^f Borguiw^r firft efltj5#d 
into the Lovir-€!ouiitrie&; MoaAfe^et; of 
Cambray, who has ;o»ntei^HthQ^r€»^le 

• of Fisdiflb;^ cherif^pdt.tey the P«^ g of 
Eurgvtndy, *ud too partial, a*.ha$ b^a 
- thought^ ip that hoafe whf fe ,pat r roii$gfc he 
enjoyed $ . Philip. de Coalmines, -fo-aajaecl 
ftom that city in Flandes*. jdri *h$ Jftfifcft of 
the ^ysri svhtfe he. tras^hotn,; vf hw fc hifto- 
ricdgrafity-»d. political wifdfc^ yields 
hot ;to-the tenxnraedt waters of antiq^y; 
tuore worthy ^pcaife*, jf i&e hq4 flfltu^br* 
jfafcen his ;ra#fte£ Charles i).ufce of Bur- 
giindy,/j»i&tfer hite : *tljie. iervice *o£ : hidr 
«namy Lpuis the XI th.* Under, the £rft 
t&qftriaa Pi*ag#» fckpee ftUcpi^inflejl ta 

:.^a8pm , ^^,<^o^ntry 1 • and ljtfflgr merit teak 
*ot unrewarded. Thf J&npeior Maximi* 
.Kan leOfie'med^apd^ ^S* UT ag?<! learned meq* 

; <Mai:g3ret : b£ Savay r the daughter of Maxi- 

. ' miliar! 
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jniliai* md Mtity oi Burgundy, wbp : gf*. 
vemdd the Loi^Cotifitri^ jftr: fijoie $h*e 
tfuttrtg the cetgn-af&er nepfafr (Jhiries thfc 
'Vih, tfaS not oaljr riie pw«e£|:fef6 0f jkffrni 
ibg, but Afrss- atfc ^ftiBgiiiftiad b^ «he dje- 
^pttiteF'fif Iftr'tMWB fQmiift*, Charted #e 
iRfthi if haaddatj nob to. hi* <$tber. great 
Qualities t&e praife of literary ^ccompiifli- 
tiieftts, j€t gave a 1 j&rof*f, tff th£ r«fpe& 
'triikhhe btea»»lettet$i m *4vaiiQiqg ft ti» 
thi *{>epal thuode Adrian fefe prece|t$r$ a 
thcologift of Lowraia. .£vt*Vaflftk$ ; the 
ton^ulfimis of tivii jwaiy in the. *i*fttffpi- 
eibtfs re%ti of Philip the Ud v ,the light of 

* This Princefs inner tender years was betrothed to 
CHitles ttie VIMth, Kiag of Frahfce; ahd'that Prince 
Itaripg fdrf^en her for Anile of Bretagne* ihe was next be* 
frothed to the ^Priiice of Spain. In her voyage from the 
Lo^-Coiihtries to Spate, a fildden tempeft arjfing, the ftup 
in which (he failed was in danger of being wrecked. The 
Princefs is faid to have eorripofed this epitaph for hcrfelf 
in that momerit of danger ; 

" Cy gift Margot, la gente demoifelle* 
l * Qu'eut deux maris, et fiJmdurut^uec^le , .^ - 
After* the ceath of the Prince of Sptia, Margaret married 
the Duke of Savoy* 

P 4 fcience 
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fcience was not extinguiffied here, and 
fltone forth fcfightly dqring^hs more fertUK 
nate government of Albert and IfabeUa. . \ - 
The fall of letters may be dated ftom : the 
middle of the laft century, when fcmvigr 
fcaufesconfpirod to worit tb* decline of theft 
States* That train of difafters, which, then ■ 
overtook? this country, depreffing/the-iphitsi 
of the Flemings, tended alio to eafe^We thajr : . 
genius. The government of . Spain , u&ifcr - : 
the laftAuflyianr Princes, ill-dire<3:ed in other i 
refpefts to the public good, was negligent k 
of letters^ and, by that negleft, damped a$$ : > 
difcopraged all literary exertion*. Tfat 
Spanifti fuperftkion,. taking ^ deeper root* f . 
was alfo .unfavourable to, learning, and 
turned the mind afide from manly pOxfbitts 
to vain and frivolous ^{hnjies. At this v 
period^ while ; the neighbouring nations* : 

*■ A Flemift Poet having been rewarded with a penfiofc *"' 
by pow % the -XJVth, the Sp^niih Goypri)ipeDt.|ecjttVc4' : 
that the Poet fliould give up the penfion, but had not the . 
geotrofity to make any coropenfetion to him for this feenficc. ' 

advanced 
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advanced & ripilly ifi the various parts bf^ 
fciettce; the Jitfrary effdrte of theft Prb 
Viricfes titte fetfrand feeble. A large tobrk, 
(entitled 4 Tf he A As of the Safnts,* and fc- 
tititig in ain£>Ie' detail the Holy 'exploits of 
alithe Saints »f the Rbiiiifli CdfenHar, 14 
tited irfiorig the bf rghteft' produ&ions, at 
this ti6i6, bf the Flemifh genius. OFthis 
ftupeiiddus work, begun by J thfc learned 
Bblaridbs* whofe name his fucceffors in 
this talk have retained, fifty huge Volumes 
have already Reared, yet the work is uii* 
findhed. 

3lie fpirit of IrriproVenient, which has 
keen-* gradually riling- in this coutitry 
un3ef the German Princes, has extended 
its influence to literature. A taffe for 
fciente diffufes Itfelfs better and rhore 
liberal ftudieS are purfued* and the literary 
genius that has long flumbered promifes 
now to affume frefli vigour. The care of 
the Sovereign has conipired with the tran* 

' . quillity 
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4|uillity of the times to jeriooura^e the ; p«j-' 
grefc of learning, Among other itiflitutipus 
by jvhich thfe government has fought the 
advancement of letted, h to be. mentioned 
the inftitutioa of the Royal Acaden?£ of 
Sciences and Belles Lettres 'at Brufiels. 
fcre&ed in the reign of Maria Thorefa. 
The Members df this learned Academy 
have already given proof of th&ir talepts 
ahd hfduftry, by many ingenious treatifes 
ihat embrace various . iriterefting f ubje&s, 
and exhibit ho unfavourable idea of. the 
progrefs of letter^ in this* country. No 4 
Complete hiftory has yet appeared of the 
Flemifh Provinces, which have Seen th$ 
theatre of fuch^ important events t and 
whofe pofleffion has been Warmly cpntefted 
by the greateft powers of Europe^ t A 
learned Member* of the Academy of 
Bruffcls, well known by hi* lixewty jiro- 

- * MivDct Roches, Secretary' of the Stoj-*! Acstdtt&y of 
Sciences md Belles Ltttrcs ?t J>rHfleki \ - 

, du&ions, 
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tfu&ions, and by his profound acquaintance 
with the hiftory tif his country i has under* 
taken this talk, and from his fhidtes may 
be expected a valuable acceflion to literature* 
>The Emperor difdains not to take the tijle 
pf ' Prote&or of the Royal Academy of 
Bruflels, Letters, that tend fb much to 
ennoble and elevate the human mind* Well 
defenre the protection of Sovereigns, whofe 
feigns find, often their greateft ornaments 
and moft durable memorials in the writings 
of men df genius. 

Among the elegant * arts, the art of 
painting is that iri which the natives of this. 
Country have made the happieft efforts. In 
painting* the Flemifh fchbol yields only to 
the Italian, and in fome refpe&s even emu- 
lates its fame: if the Italians excell in ele- 
gance and grace, the Flemifh matters, in 
juft imitation of nature* in expreflion, and 
in fltill of colouring, difpute the prize, 
Bruges, Bruflels, but above allAntw"erp $ 

are 



t # 20 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY tf^' 

are renowned by the eminent painters that 
fiave flotrrifhed in thefe cities. In Rubens, 
whofe talents eriibVaced all the branches of 
fiis art with fo much forte and facility, this 
country boafts of having poffeffed a rare and 
ftiblime genius. The delicate pencil and 
fkhcy 6"f Vandyke, in fome parts of compe- 
tition, rivals Or furpatfes thai of his maftef. 
Other painters of the Flemifh fchool 
follow, \£hofe "works haVe gained defeiVec! 
fcputafion, Crayer, Jordaeris, Shayen/, 
Janflens : nor mull that artift of Antwerp 
bfe orftitted, fo\* ifrhom LdVe ' wrought that 
-miracle,- and' frahsforrtted the rufle fools c# 
the Blackfmith intto the fftie pencil of the 
Painter. - : " 



\ , 



Connubiafis Amor de Mufcibre forit Apellem f •• 

. The art of painting, like rnoft of the 
other aits, is of -antient date in this country^, 
and had n>ade advances under t^e IJuk^s of. 

•- . * f Qgentf Midgi* _ ':. 

Burgundy, 
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BlU'guqiy* by whom its firft profeffors were 
tewardecL The invention of painting ill 
oil, is due to John Van-Eyck, an artift of 
fifties m the fifteenth century, who par- 
took of the totality of the Princes of Bur^ 
gi^n^dy* Italy feized eagerly an invention 
that adfled a new brilliancy andperinanence 
to colours, JTrpn} that firfl: dawning of 
genius, .a cpntjn&ed fucceffion of painter? 
w^s (carried on to that bright sera, when, 
jhe q?ljfbFated mafters of the Flepiifh fchool 
^rofe,,.and wheij this art peached here jjts 
greateil: eminence, in the beginning of the 
fe^entpenth century* Neither was paint- 
ingjtoftjin ^at,ri? t dpihock, which the arfs 
pf this country encountered afterwards, 
$nd which proved fp fatal tp moft of them, 
The laft Kings of Spain of the Auftrian 
Jine, remifs in more fcrious cares, encou* 
raged this pleafingiirt; and their patron- 
ager may be thought to have extended Its 
jflflueiics J» 4 tbe Low-Couutries. Nor is 
\ the^ 
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the (kill of the pencil now fallen* into &eg~ 
kft here. Academies of -painting fubfift iir 
moft of the great cities, and painter* aw 
found, who, if the/equal not the- fame of 
the great maffcers of the Flemish (ctoel, 
yet exercife their talents vflth credit r and 
maintain the reputation that Flanders -has 
acquired. Lin$* and Herreyhs m*y be 
mentioned a$ artifts of note ii* the lioettf 
hiftorical compofition J. 
: In archite&ure and fculpture, though 
lefs eminfcnt in thefe than in painting, th*? 
.country yet difplays monument^ pf antieat 
ikill that are entitled to refpeft. Nor m 
there now wanting able profeflbrs of tbrfe 
arts. Mufic is faid to have been: cultivated 
atjhe Court of the Dukes of Burgutwdy, 
. and the names of Flemiih waiter* are foutnj 
•among the eariieft compofers of raufie: 

J The profeflbw of this art <q England, ty their advance* 
"to excellence in late years, have made a grateful return' to 
; Aie prote#iorJ with whkh they have bean taaootuMt ty-At 
Sovereign. 

, but 



but thfe art advanced not fei«i3e^d : tfoe#r 
firft t*%s. . Froiffkrt applied himfcif'MJ 
ptet ry y no left than to hiftwy ; and France 
Unk$ this writer of Baytfault among hep 
ekrty poats of the fourteenth century, all 
age hot greatly favoured 1 by the Mufea* 
$ome antient pieces, written in theFleroifh 
tongue, are faid to pofiefe poetical merit* 
*Fhe diftafadfrat ^rfeicfh fhefe Provinces haito 
J>een long removed from the refidence of 
their Sovereigns, disadvantageous in other 
refpeds, may well be (toppafed to have 
Jfeeefc particularly prejudicial to the fine att% 
jfeatf-need to be cherifeed- by thd (miles cf 
^ihces # • ' • .,-.>..♦ 

- Tlve'Fl^mtfli tchgu^ thfe general Itafr- 
jgHWgfe of the Low*Co»ntries, : \s^ as well as 
>theBngBih t<Jflgiie, to which k bears. a 
gt^^milittidv a branch of the antient 
Tetanic. The Flemifh language is co- 
pious, bold, and energetic, but Kttle refined 
^tto elegance ** * foieothrtef& It has keen 
< an 
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an ohftade to the improvement of t&s 
-tongue, that for feme ages paft, fincc thefe 
Provinces pafled under the fway of Auftmn 
Princes, the , language of the People has 
feldom been the language of the Court. 
The fall pf letters alio in this country, in 
the iaft century, when the neighbouring 
nations applied them&toes: to polifh thek 
refpe&ive tongues, was unfavourable fo the 
advancement qf this language. It is not 
toow probable, that the Flemiih tongue 
will reach a higher fetfe of iittptpvettWft 
in the Auftrian Netherlands The French 
language, which is the pr<jpe^tphgueof the 
Walloon Provinces, has made a rapid ps&* 
grefs here in this century, particularly 
-fince the war that Louis the XVth wage£ 
againft Maria Therefa, when lh* Mftriln 
Provinces for fome years were^over^tlft-by 
the armies of France, Not only in coH^ 
verfation, butalfo in writing, the language 
of France, fofter and more elegant, but 

lefs 
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kft nervous than that of the Flemings* has 
entered here into general uic. In another 
century f it is Hkely that no other language 
than the French. wHl he fpoken in thi& 
country, and that the Flemish tongue will 
maintain itfelf only in the Provinces of 
Holbftd, where k has long fubfifted in 
greater purity than in the Auftrkn Nether* 
tends. 

:rWitb the. language of France, the cus- 
toms and ufage* of that country have en* 
tmd into the Auftrian Flanders. The 
focms aad fafh&JW of the French in fami* 
lm ltffi f iheirowijffefy and %te;qf fcciefcy* 
tjmr titfte for ihew and oraaoient, theit 
amufements and entertainments, are irnxr 
tateUwre. With the modes and faihion* 
of France has aHb been introduced fonie 
ihare of that relaxation of manners, which 
4}fton accompanied great refinement and po* 
lifcmefv and for whkh the aufter^ will 
think, that the greater ruckneft, but greater 
CL purity, 
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purity, of fimple times has been ill ex- 
changed. The conqueft of this country 
by Louis the Fifteenth, may be remarked 
as an oera that wrought the manners of thefc 
Provinces into a greater refemblancc to 
thofe of France. 

The Flemings have been remarked for 
their love of liberty, are tenacious of their 
rights, and confeious of the privileges that 
they poffefs : the joyous Entry of Brabant 
is venerated by the people of that Province. 
According to the teftimony of antient 
writers, fiipported by many proofs, the 
Saxons, noted for their love of liberty, 
were tranfported by Charlemagne in great 
numbers from the fhores of the Baltic krto 
Flanders and Brabant, and no fmall portion 
of their fpirit feems-to have been tranjfuied 
to their Flemifh defcendanis: ; Good faith 
and fincerity have been; long ^noticed - as a 
part of the character of the. nation: the 
Cardinal -Bentivoglio has remarked, that 

the 
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the fairnefs of the complexion of the 
natives correfponds to the candour of their 
minds ; nor are the manners of the people 
now changed in that refped:. As the Fle- 
mings are fituated between Holland and 
France, fo they have been found in thei* 
' works to unite the perfevering temper of the 
Dutch with the fprightlier fancy of the 
French : the Walloons approach to the 
lively chara&er of that nation on which they 
border. Amidft the advances of luxury, the 
antient frugality ftill exhibits itfelf here in 
many linking features : the fortunes that 
were acquired by antient commence have not 
been diffipated, and have been tranfmitted in 
many inftances, unimpaired, to the defend- 
ants of thofe families by which they were ac- 
quired. Good order andtranquillity prevail — 
not lefs the effe<5t of fober manners, than of 
wife laws and good police *. Daring adls 

of 

* In the Cities the police is entrufted to the Magiftrates. 

An Officer, who is named the Provoft-General. is charged 

Q 2 with 
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of violence feldom violate the general quiet, 
and the commiflion of. great crimes is rare. 
A happy equality takes place. No rank of 
men is defpifed : the Peafant is efteemed in 
his ftation, and the Nobles are rcfpedcd* 
without opprefling the lower ranks* 

The Nobles in thefe Provinces poflefs 
their peculiar privileges, of which the moft 
important have been noticed. . Nobility 
defcends here to a lower degree than among 
the Engliih, and takes in thofe ranks which 
in England form only the firft clafs of the 
Gentry, though no rank below that of 4 
Baron gains admittance into the Affembly 
of the States. Many families here are of a 

with the fecurity of the highways and the open country. A 
company of Archers, of whom a part are horfe, aft uhdqr 
the command of this Officer. Vagrants are fubje&ed to the 
authority of the Provoft-Gencral, but are to be judged by a 
fpecial Tribunal cre&ed for that purpofe, This inftitution is 
due to the Emperor Charles the Fifth. Befides the Provofl- 
General of all the Provinces, Brabant has alfo her owir Pro- 
voft-Gcneral commanding his company of Archers. 

The weak police of England has long been made a re- 
proach to her among the neighbouring nations, 

very 
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vciy anticnt nobility, and count a long fefies 
of illulbdous anceftors : the houfcs of 
Aremberg, of Ligne, of Merode, and 
other great houfcs, boaft juftly of the fplen- 
dour of their pedigree ; but it is a difad^ 
vantage, that in this country nobility is ex- 
pofed to fale ■> and may be purchased by 
money ; a bad traffic, which, while it adds 
bttly a fmall part to the revenue of the So- 
vereign, debafes nobility, and afligns to 
gdld the rewards that belong to merit. A 
law of Haynault has ordained, that perfons 
whd are ennobled in that Province fhall not 
gain admittance into the States, unlefs their 
nobility has been obtained on account of 
fervices rendered to the country. It is re- 
markable, that, fince the beginning of the 
laft century, the Nobles of the Province of 
Flanders, by the ufurpation of the two other 
orders, and by their own tame acquiefcence, 
have loft the brighteft ornament of nobility, 
and fit no longer in the Affembly of the 
States of that Province, 
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The jurifprudence of the Auftrian Ne- 
therlands is guided in part by antient and 
unwritten cuftoms, in part by the edicts of 
the Sovereign : where neither antient cuf- 
toms nor the edi&s of the Prince have pro- 
nounced, rbcourfe is had to the decifions of 
the, civil law- The antient cuftoms, that 
hold the place of laws, differ greatly in the 
different Provinces ; a circumftance not to 
be wondered at, when it is confidered, that 
the Flemifti Countries were antiently dif- 
tin& States, governed by diftinft* Princes, 
Even in different diftri&s of the fame Pro^ 
vince, the antient cuftoms, that are regarded 
as laws, differ widely ; a confequence of the 
antient feudal fyftem, and found alfo com- 
monly enough in England, where diftinft 
Manors govern themfelves by diftindt cuf- 
toms and ufages. 

Two cuftoms* that are dire&ly oppofite, 
the cuftom of Valenciennes, and the cuftom 
of Mons, divide the Province of Haynault 
in the important article qf the alienation of 

landed 
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landed property. By the cuftom of Valen- 
ciennes, it is perMfifted only to perfons who 
are untaarried to alienate their lands : by 
the cuftom of Mons, th£y only who are 
married, and have children, enjoy the right 
of alienating their landed property. The 
Province of Haynault was antiently divided 
between the Courts of Mons and Valenci- 
ennes,' and at that time arofe thefe cuftoms 
fo oppofite that obtain in thefe Provinces. 
The cuftom of Mons feems to be the beft, 
which prefumes that perfons, who are mar- 
ried and have children, will not-fo rafhly or 
imprudently alienate their property, as they 
who are unmarried. Though Valenciennes 
now belongs to France, yet a large part of 
the Auftrian Haynault is guided by die 
cuftom of Valenciennes. 

By the general cuftom of Brabant, as 
well as of moft of the Flemifh States, the 
inheritance, unlefs in the cafe of fiefs, is 
fhared equally between the children; a 
wholefome law, that favours the natural 
Q^4 equality 
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equality of men* and prevents the ae» 
cumulation q£ large tfafch To detrimental 
to a country*, It is jtlfo a commendable 

law, 

* The lands of (Jrimberg, a fief in Brabant," that gives 
the title of Prince to a noble family,, by a lingular 
cuflom, pais to the younger fqn in exclufion of the elded* 
This lingular cuftom took its rife from that war between the 
Puke- of Brabant and thp Loidof Mechlin, of which fane 
account has been given above. The lands of Griihberg 
anttently belonged to the Bertholds, Lords of Mechlin. 
Godfrey, Duke of Brabant, revenging the injury that had 
been offered to his States by the Lord of. Mechlin, com- 
pelled Walter Berthold Lord of Mechlin, and Gerard his 
brother, to fwear fealty to him, and kept the brothers in a 
(late of obedience. Afterwards the elder brother, requeu- 
ing to go as a warrior to the Holy Land, obtained permit 
fion from the Duke, only on this condition, that -he fbould 
return within a limited time, and that his, younger brother 
(houtd remain as a hoftage in his* abfence. The elder bro- 
ther not returning according to his promife, and the younger 
brother dying while he was detained as a hoftage, it was ad- 
judged that, in memory of the wrong which the younger 
brother had thus fuftained from the neglect of the qWcr, the 
lands of Grimberg fhould from that time pafs to the younger 
fbn, in exclufion of the elder. 

The Princes of the Low-Countries were not a little diftu> 
guifhed in the wars of the Holy Land. Godfrey of Bouil- 
lon, fhe hero of Taffo, and the leader of the Chriftians in the 
firft Crufade, was a native of BrabaJit, and held the dignity 
oi Duke of Lower Lorraine. The Flemings, Jed by the 
founts of Flanders, made a nation apart in thefe wars, and 

wore 
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law, by which perfons who art given to 
wafte and diffipation of their property, are 
reftrained and limited to a certain part of 
their income, proportioned to their cftatc, 
when due proofs of their difpofition tor 
wafte and profufenefs have been brought 
before the Tribunals of the Province^ by 
their children or neareft kindred* 

By a particular cuffcm in certain diiliids , 
of Brabant, the children of thefecond bed 
are excluded from all (hare of the \mdzr 
which belforig entirety to the ehfldrta of 
the firft bed. % virtue of this C\tffc>m f ; 
Louis the Fourteenth, married to the In- 
fanta Mark-rTheiefa, daughter of Philip . 
the Fourth, King of Spain, by the firft mar- 
wore a green crofs, while the Engliffc Wore a~ white, ancTthe ' . 
French a fed crofs. 

Seguia la gente pot Candida e bionda, 

Che tra Franchi, & Germani, e'l mar fi giace, \ 

Ove la Mofa e ove il Rhcna inorida ; 

Terra di 3iade e d'animai ferace, &c. 

The title of King of Jerufalem has defcended from the ; 
herpes of the Cndadesto the Emperor, ^ 

riage, 
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riage, aflerted his title to the Spanifli Nether- 
lands, in oppofition to Charles the Second, 
the fon of Philip the Fourth by the fecond 
marriage ; and, on this weak ground, com- 
menced that memorable invafion of the 
Spanifh Low-Countries, which firfl: infpired 
Europe with a jealoufy of his ambition and 
power. The fucceffes of France were rapid 
in this invafion, againft which the weaknefs 
and flow counfels of Spain had prepared 
little defence. The Queen and all the 
Court of France accompanied the young 
Monarch in his campaign into Flanders — 
fo that the rude operations of war wore the 
appearance of a party of pleafurc.. The 
triple league between England, Sweden* 
and Holland, the work of eminent Statef- . 
men, Temple and De Witt, arretted Louis 
in his ambitious career ; but the conquefts 
that he had made in the Low-Countries 
remained to France. 

The 
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- The criminal jurifdi&ion urther Cities, bfr 
thefe Provinces belongs, as has beenie-* 
marked, to the Magiftrates of the Cities'; 
a refpedlable tribunal, oh M^hich the dxw 
zens may fafely rely. The tribunals in the 
Country, where the Magiftrates of the 
Villages, named by the Lords in whdfe 
manors the villages are fituated, exercife the 
criminal jurifdidtion, are more liable to 
cenfure. In the appointment of the' Vil- 
lage-Magiftrates, too large a (hare of power 
may be thought to be committed : to tha 
Lords of Manors, fucceffors of the feudal 
Barons. So important a charge, as that of 
judging in calufes on which the lives of men 
depend, may feem alfo to be unwifcly 
trufted to the Magiftrate&of Villages, even 
when they are aided by the two lettered 
Magiftrates. A farther obje&ion remains* 
As, in the profecution of the'criminal before 
thefe Village-Tribunals, the expence of the 
profecution is to be defrayed by the Lord 

to 
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whofe manor the village belongs, it fome- 
times happens, that on that account juftioe 
is Hackly adminiftered, and that, by the 
willing negled of the Lord, criminals are 
permitted to make their efcape. The 
Nobles are vain of the honour of poffcfling 
, this criminal jurifdi&ion, in which may be 
traced the remains, though much contracted* 
of feudal power. 

The criminal laws of England, excellent 
in many refpe&s, ordain, that all who am 
accufcd of crimes ihall be tried in open 
court, and the conflitution juftly regards 
this mode of trial as cflential to liberty* 
This advantage is wanting to theft Pro- 
vinces, where the Tribunals judge with flmt 
doors. At Antwerp alone, whofe laws 
and wife polity contributed to its antient 
greatnefs, the Citizens claim this right, that 
they are to be tried in open court; and this 
trial is there initf tuted with much folem* 

The 
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The Lords, who in this country ffill re- 
tain the femblance of feudal power in the* 
criminal jurifdi&ion, poffefs alio; in their 
baronies or manors, raoft of the rights that 
are enjoyed by the Lords of Manors in 
England. Thefe rights, in fome inftances, 
have been abridged by the laws of Brabant. 
As an example of this fort, it may be re- 
marked, that by an article in the Joyous 
Entry pf Brabant, in the fourteenth cen? 
tury, it is declared, that all the natives of 
that Province fhall enjoy the privilege of 
hunting with hound and hawk through all 
the lands of Brabant, excepting only in the 
forefts of the Prince, and in thofe manors, 
few in numher, that had acquired the right 
of frete warnm before the beginning of thatt 
century; an article which marks, among 
. ihany others, the early influence which the 
^ommons acquired in this Province, who 
wese thus able to controul the feudal Barons 
in thofe amuferaents of which they were 

the 
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die rabfl: jealous, the amufcrhents of the 
chace.-. The fame article extends alfo to 
-all the natives of Brabant, the right of fifh- 
ing in the river Senne, which pafles through 
Bruffels. The Brabanders have not failed, 
by the exercife of thefe rights, to maintain 
the poffefiion of them. 

The Sovereign ftill poffefles large de- 
xnefnes in the Auftrian Netherlands ; and 
the profits- of the demefne lands, which 
antiently formed here, as mother parts of 
Europe, the largeft part of the revenue of 
the Prince, ftill bring no inconfiderable 
acceffion to the treafury of the Sovereign. 
The laws of Brabant permit not the de- 
mefnes of the Prince in that Province to 
be alienated, without the confent of the 
States and Council of Brabant. The nobic 
foreft of Soignes, which approaches almoft 
to Bruffels, and which overfpreads atra^t 
of country that meafures thirty miles in 
circuit, containing amidft its, lofty woods 

fruitful 
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fruitful fields, fair feats, and populous:^* 
kges, belongs to the demefnes of the Prince 
in Brabant. In this foreft, well fuited to 
a princely refidence, the Dukes of Brabant 
had their antient feat at the caftle of Ter- 
vure, decayed and fallen into ruins within 
thefe few years paft. .. 

The military fervice of the feudal vaffals 
gave way he*e, as in other countries of 
Europe, to a regular anriy, of which the firft 
traces occur! under Charles the Bold, The 
perpetual enmity which that Prince exer- 
cifed with Louis the Eleventh, induced him 
to keep on foot a body of regular troops, 
that he might cover his frontier againft the 
invafion of France, which -began at that 
time to give the firft example of a jftanding 
army, fince imitated by othqr nations, and 
produdiye of fuch important confequences 
in Europe. The good order and diicipUne 
that Charles/eftablifhed in this body of regi^ 
Jar troops, were fuite4 to the martial gepius 

of 
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ef that Prince, and were admired in that 
age* A fubfidy is now paid by the States 
of the Provinces for irmintaining a military 
force confcfting of thirty thoufand men. 
- The adminiifaration of the Auftrian Ne- 
therlands is conduded chiefly bjr three 
Councils, whofe feat is fixed at Bruflels-— < 
the Council of State, the Privy Council, and 
the Council of Finances ; an arrangement 
that was eftabli&ed by Charles the Fifths 
and which has been found well adapted to 
the management of public affairs. 

Since thefe Provinces have ceafed to be 
the residence of the Sovereign, a Governor 
or Regent, by the appointment of the 
Prince, reprefents the Sovereign in the 
Auftrian Netherlands. Though the autho- 
rity of the IJoveroor is limited by the 
Councils that have hem named, yet fplen- 
did prerogatives are annexed to this charge* 
The Governor maintains the exterior pomp 
of a Sovereign in this country, and Mini* 

iters 



flarsvtfrom foreign Powers refide- at: the 
Court of Bruffels. When the .Walloon 
Provinces canfente&to a reconciliation with- 
Spain, Philip the /Second entered into an 
on^agptrient, that the office *of Regent," cor 
Governor, in the Netherlands fhoukt be 
conferred only oil Princes of the Blood of 
thc.8p»o»iga. This article has commonly 
teen- adhered to,; gnd( when a * peffori of 
inferior rank has been railed to this dignity, 
3, ^cl&u&ihaS been fubjdined to the patent ©f 
hii office,, that.he.fupplies that ftation' only 
till the Sovereign fhall depute a royal "Jferfibiv 
of • bi? °Fn fylood. . The important charge 
of -Regent has fometimes been beftowed on 
Princefles' of the' houfe of Auflfia; and 
their government has {hewn, that they , 
were not unequal to the truft repofed in 
them. The tranquillity and flourifhing 
ilate of the Netherlands, under Charles the 
Fifth, was in a great meafuie due to the 
wife, administration of jhe Auftrian Prin- 
.•',-*■ R ceffes, 
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cefles, Margaret of Savoy and Mary of 
Hungary. The prudence and moderation 
of Margaret of Parma, in the reign of Phi- 
lip the Second, had well nigh fupprcfled 
thofe tumults in the Low-Countries, that 
wefre kindled anew by the intemperate zeal 
of the Duke of Alva. The Archduchefe 
Maria-Chriftina, fitter of the Emperor/now 
holds the office of Regent of the Auftrian 
Netherlands * : the Duke Albert, hear huf- 
band. a Prince of the Electoral Houfe of 
Saxony, ia affociated with her in this 
dignity* 

* The Queen of France, the Queen of Naples, the Du- 
ctals of Parma, ape alfp fifter$ of the Emperor; the flo«# 
rifhing houfe of Auftria-Lonainp fpread* its fway and aflj- 
niucs over i large part of Europe. 
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SECTION XII. 

A FORTUNATE marriage, and the 
law of fucceffion in thefe Provinces, gave 
Flanders, Brabant, and Limburg to the 
houfc of Burgundy : Nartun- and Luxem- 
burg were obtained by purchafe : Haynault 
was acquired by a title lefo honourable and 
juft i and hiftory prefeiits an interring re-* 
ktion in recording the misfortunes of the 
Princefs Jacoba of Haynault. 
... Nature had beftowed her faireft gifts on 
- this Princefs— *rare beauty, a Uprightly and 
penetrating genius, with firhjnefs c apd fefo* 
fcition beyond her fex ; and Fortunfc pro* 
mifed to her in her youth a brilliant deftiny. 
Her father, William Count of Haynault, 
was alfo Count of Holland; Zeland, and 
Friefland. The only daughter of the Count 
cf Haynault, and the heirefs of his States, 
- R 2 Jacoba 
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Jacoba derived alfo no (mail luitre from -the 
great families to which fhe was related. 
Her father was defcended from the illuftri- 
ous houfe of Bavaria * : her mother, Mar- 
garet of Burgundy, was the filler of John 
Duke of Burgundy, Count of Flanders and 
Artois, whofe family, now feated in the 
Netherlands, began to acquire great confi- 
deration in thefe Provinces, and whofe 
younger brother Antony had been called to 
reign in Brabant. But the ill fate of Jacoba 
had decreed, that in thefe great families, to 
which (he was ty blood fo nearly related, 
fhe fhould find her moft bitter enemies. 

At the age of fifteen, Jacoba, while her 
father was yet alive, was married to the 
young Duke of Touraine, little advanced in 
years beyond herfelf, the fecond fon of 
Charles the Sixth, * King of France. By 

# On account of her defcent from this family, this Prin- 
cefs is often named by the Flemifh writers Jacoba van Bey- 
eren, Jacoba of Bavaria. By the French writers, whom 
the Englifh copy, (he i& named Jacqueline. 

this 
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this marriage, Fortune feemed to prepare 
for the Princefs a high exaltation • In a 
few months after the marriage, the Duke of 
Touraine, by the death of his elder brother, 
became Dauphin, and the ambition of Ja- 
coba was flattered , with the profpedt of 
iharing the throne of France. But this 
bright expectation foon vanifhed. The 
Dauphin, her hufband, in the fecond year 
of his marriage was taken off by a fudden 
death, not without fufpicion that poifon 
had been fecretly adminiftered to him by 
his unnatural mother, Ifabella of Bavaria, 
well known by her crimes in the hiftory of 
France. 

The death of this young Prince was the 
beginning of the misfortunes which Jacoba 
was deftined to prove from marriage. The 
death of the Count of Haynault followed 
foon after that of the Dauphin, and Jacoba, 
by the death of her father, fucceeded to his * 
dominions of liaynault, Holland, Zeland, 
R 3 and 
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and Friefland. The care of providing a 
firitable marriage for his daughter, a widow 
at fo early an age, and the heirefs of fo 
many States, had engaged the thoughts of 
the Count of Haynault before his death ; 
and he had recommended to her choice her 
Iriuafraan the young Duke of Biabant, who 
was alfo fprung from the houfe of Burgun- 
dy, and whofe dominions, bordering on 
Holland and Haynault, were fo happily 
fituated to be united with her own. Mar* 
garet of Burgundy, the mother of Jacoba, 
wiftung the alliance with a Prince of her 
own houfe, fplicited he* daughter tp, com- 
ply with the laft requeft of her father i and 
the Princefe, ft the age of eighteen* con- 
fcnted to give her hand tq the Duke. of 
Brabanfc But this unhappy marriage*, to 
which Jacoba had # yielde4 more from de-j 
ference to hey parents, and from reafdns of 
ftate, than from her own inclination, proved 
the principal! catife of htt misfof&iaes, 

John 
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John Duke of Brabant, the fon of Antony 
Duke of Brabant, who had been flain not 
long before, fighting in the fields of Agin- 
court againft Hanry the Fifth of England, 
wafc in the eighteenth year t>f his age at the 
time of his marriage; a prince of a narrow 
undemanding, of a feeble conftitution, and 
little fuited to gain the affe&ions of a prin- 
cefs of the fprightly chara&ei 1 of Jacoba. 

An occafion foon prefehted itfelf, that 
difplay ed the weaknefs of the Duke of Bra- 
bant, and the fuperior genius of the Princefs. 
John of Bavaria, the uncle of Jacoba, a tur- 
bulent and ambitious prince, upon a yaift 
title afferted his right to Holland and Hay* 
nault, and r feconded by a difaffe&ed party 
in Holland; made fo great a progrefs in that 
province, that it was found neceffary to 
oppofe him by arms. In that war, Jacoba, 
who poflefied valour and martial prowefs, 
of tfhich examples in that age were not few 
among the fofter fex, took the field at the 
R 4 head 
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head of her troops of Haynault, and, by he* 
undaunted fpirit, animated them to fignal 
ads orbravery ; whilft the Duke of Bran 
bant, by his unwarlike character, fpread 
dejedion among his troops of Brabant, atjd 
rendered the fucceffes of the Princefs fruit-? 
lefs, and of ,n<i effed. At length, that he 
might hide his fhame, he drew his forces 
away from Holland, commanding Jacoba 
to follow him into Brabant ; and an inglo- 
rious peace, upon difadvantageous terms, 
was concluded with John of Bavaria. 

If Jacoba had reafon to be difpleafed at 
the little ardour .that the Duke had fhewn 
in the defence of, her dominions, his conr 
dud: afterwards tended ftill more to alienate 
her. Negleding the Princefs, he eftranged 
himfclf from her company, purfuing mean 
pleafures, and yielding to the guidance of 
unworthy favourites- . To the negled of 
the Princefs he added harfhnefs arid ill ufage, 
difrniffing from her perfon her women that 

had 
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had accompanied her from Haynaiilt, and 
in other inftances treating her with contu* 
mely. The contempt that Jacoba had be- 
fore entertained of her hufband was now 
changed into refentment ; and, liftening to 
her anger, fhe took the refolution of depart-* 
ing from her hufband and from Brabant, \ 
and of retiring into her ow^ country of 
Haynault, - 

Jacoba, in the full luftre qi her beauty, 
had attained only her twentieth year when, 
fhe withdrew herfelf from her hufband* 
Inclined to the tendernefs of love, and capa- 
ble of feeling that paffion in all its ardour* 
fhe had proved a fevere difappointment ia 
her union with the Duke of Brabant, and 
fhe now thought only of difTphring an union 
that had been to her To unhappy, A reafon 
Was not wanting in. the neamefs of blood 
between her and the Duke of Brabant ; and 
this reafon had .been thought fo powerful an 
ebje&ion to the -marriage, that the Pope 

Martin 
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Martin the Fifth, who gave die permiifioa 
to many* had at one time, on account of 
the nearnefs of blood, revoked that difpen~ 
fation, which he afterwards granted. 
While Jacoba fought to annul her marriage 
with the Duke of Brabant, flie call her 
eyes on a Prince who feemed more worthy 
of her affe&ion. 

Henry the Fifth, King of England, at 
this time waged thofe wars begun by Ed- 
ward the Third, that were fo fatil to France. 
The courfe of the war had led this Prince 
to the borders of *the Low-*Countries, and 
the frontier of Artois had been the fceneof 
his fpiendid vi&ory of Agincourt. Among 
the Princes and Nobles of England that 
attended Henry in this war, the Princefs 
Jacoba had fecn and diftinguiihed the 
youngeft brother of the King, Humphry 
Duke of Glocefter, whofe name is fo well 
known in the English ftory; a prince?: at 
this time in the flower of his age* hand* 

fome, 
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Tome, fprightly, brave,, and endowed with 
all thofe qualities that might gain the. heart 
of* the Princefs. In an union with dbt$ 
accomplifhed Prince, Jacoba hoped that ihe 
might find that happinefs> which £he had 
fought in vain with the Duke of Brabant. 
The Duke of Glocefter> on his paart, was 
neither infenfible to the charms of Jacoba, 
nor unmoved by the profpeft which opened 
itfclf to his ambition, in the pofleffioti of a 
Princefs the fovereign of fo many States, 
Thus mutually attracted, Jacoba and the 
Duke of Gloccfkr flattened themfelves, that 
thejr might prevail upon the Pope to armid 
the former marriage of Jacoba with the 
Duke of Brabant j the more eafily* that the 
Church; was at this time rest by a Tchifm* 
and that Pope M^rtm the Fifth found a 
competitor for the papal throne m Ba&e- 
4iift the Thirteenth. But whilft die Duke 
and the Princefs indulged the hopev -drat 
their marriage might be tafily effcfte<$, a 

powerful 
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powerful obftacle to their union arofe in 
the kinfman of Jacoba, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy. 

Philip, Duke of Burgundy and Count.of 
Flanders and Artois> had lately fucceeded 
to thefe dominions by the death of his 
father John, flain at Montereau by the con- 
trivance of the Dauphin of France, after- 
wards Charles the Seventh. Philip, pot* 
felled of emiiient talents, nourifhed an am- 
bitioiis mind, and, already matter of ample 
domains in the'Netherlands, fought to aug- 
ment his power in that country. The fair 
inheritance of his kinfwoman, the Princefs 
of 4 Haynault, prefented an pbjed to which 
the ambition of this Prince afpired ; and 
he had ftudied to draw advantage to him* 
felf by fomenting troubles in her States. 
For this purpofe he had formed a league 
with John of Bavaria, and had fecretly aided 
him irihis enterprifes in Holland. As he 
indulged the hope that no progeny would 
* arife 
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arife from the bed of the Duke of Brabant* 
he had not been much moved by the mar- 
riage of Jacoba to that Prince, and he had 
afterwards heard with fatisfa&ion' of the 
variance that had taken place between that 
ill-afforted pair ; but he was greatly alarmed 
when he learned the new engagements that 
the Princefs.had formed with the Duke of 
Glocefter, and refolved to employ all -his 
efforts to /prevent their intended union*. 
With thi? view, whilft he applied himfelf 
to bppofe the fuit of Jacoba to the Papal 
See, he alfo made wafm reprefentations 
agiinft this marriage to King Henry and the 
Englifli; Court, where he jufUy. pofleflei 
much influence. ; England had been.in^ 
debted for a great part, of .her triumphs 
over France, to the aid of the houfe of Bur* 
gundy ; and her future fucceffes in that war 
depended much on the affiflaace ofj that 
powerful houfe. The refentment thatPhi* 
lip; had conceived. againii the Dauphin, .on 

account 



*£4 SKETCHES Of THE HISTORY OF 

account of the affaffination of his father, 
now bound him in firm amity with Eng- 
land ; and it was of much moment, that 
aojuft caufe of offence fhould be given to 
this. Prince, by which this band of union 
might be weakened. The influence which 
Philip poffeffed in the Englifti Court was 
aUb augmented by his affinity to the Duke 
of Bedford, die fccond brother of die King* 
a brave and accompliflied prince, to whom 
he had given his fitter Anne in marriage. 

But the oppofitiori, though powerful, of 
the Duke of Burgundy did not hinder die 
Piincefs Jacoba and the Duke of Glocefter 
from the accomplifliment of their purpofe. 
The Princefs pafled over into England, 
where flie was well entertained by the 
King and the Englilh Court, and where (he 
married the Duke of Glocefter. Arid that 
% papal fan&ion might not' be wanting* 
a ferflsnce was foon after procured from 
Benedict the Thirteenth, by which her 
m former 
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former marriage was annulled, and her 
marriage with the Duke of Glocefter was 
eftabliftied. Fortune now feemed to f mile 
on Jacoba, and with an amiable Prince fbe 
tolled a happinefs that fhe had not before 
experienced. The Duke of Glocefter 
took the title of Count of Haynault, Hol- 
land, and Zeland, and a large part of the 
Netherlands feemed dd&ntd to the fway 
of an Englifti Prince. After fome time, 
the Duke, accompanied by a body of 
Ehgliih troops, pafledtxver with the Prin- 
eefc ittto Haynault* to take poffeffionof the 
domiftions that he now claimed by the title 
of his marriage. > 

But the fe&city of Jacoba was of no tong 
duration, and (he was foon to prove the lit 
eflfex^te of nuptials too precipitately* con- 
traced. The Duke of Burgundy-, now 
flsft <&f refentment, inveighing feverely? 
agSurift the light conduct of Jacoba, and 
<ft*npkmmg loudly of the wrong thai was 

done . 
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done to the Duke of Brabant, joined his. 
troops to thole of that Prince* and a pow-* 
crful army advanced into Haynault to op- 
pofe the Duke of Glocefter. The force of 
the Duke of Glocefter was not able ta 
withftand the combined army of Burgundy 
and Brabant, and k flaughter was made of a 
great part of the Englifh troops at Braine 
in Haynault. ' Letters af mutual accufetion 
and defiance now paffed .between the Dukes 
of Burgundy and.Glocefter* and N a day was 
appointed for the fmgJd copabat of theft; 
Princes. Whilftby thi$ defiance,, which 
yet in the end took no effeft* a fufpenfion 
of arms is produced, the Duke of GloCeftex 
took' that occafion of resuming into Eng- 
land, that he might colled: a larger force. 
The Princefs had at firft determined to ac- 
company him thither; but, won by the 
prayers of the citizens of Mons, who gave 
fokmn affurancesthat they would defend 
her during the abfcnce pf the Duke, fhe. 

confented 
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fcdnfented to remain in Haynault, and to 
fix her abode at Mons. She had foon 
catife to repent of this too eafy compliance. 
No foofter had the Duke of Glocefter de- 
parted, than the Duke of Burgundy applied 
all hi$ efforts to feduce the people of Hay- 
nault from their duty to their Sovereign, 
and in particular to gain the city of Mons. 
In this he fucceeded too well ; and the 
Princefs, betrayed by the citizens of Mons> 
in whom ihc had trufted, and finding no 
fuccour from the Duke of Glocefter, to 
whom fhe conveyed her griefs in a lettfaf 
written from her " falfe and traitorous city 
of Mons*/' as fhe %les that place, was 
compelled to furrender herfelf to the Duke 
of Burgundy, and was by him conducted 
a prifoner to his city of Ghent in Flanders. 
The courage of Jacoba did not forfake 
her in this diftrefs. Difguifing herfelf in 

* Monflrelet. 

S man's 
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man's apparel, and paffing through thtf 
flreets of Ghent by night, flie found means 
to efcape into her Province of Holland, 
where fhe was gladly received by that party 
which remained faithful to her interefts. 
Here fhe found herfelf at the head of nu- 
merous forces, and gave an overthrow to 
her difaffe&ed fubje&s in that Province; 
The Duke of Burgundy, to whom John of 
Bavaria had now bequeathed his pretended 
right to the States of Jacoba, alarmed at tht 
fuccefs of the Prindefs, advanced with his 
army into Holland. While Jacoba oppofes 
a brave refiftance to this Prince, the Duke 
of Glocefter folicits frefh fuccours in Eng- 
land, where he was retarded by many ob- 
ftacles. Heriiy the Fifth was now dead, 
and the cfowns of England and of France 
had defcended to his infant fon, Henry the 
Sixth, a prince bom to an unhappy deftiny ; 
and a troubled minority ufhered in an un- 
fortunate reign. Though the Duke of 

Gloceiler 
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Glocefter was now advanced to a high 
rank, and poffeffed popular qualities, yet he 
found the Englifh Court little difpofed.to 
fupport his pretenfions in Haynault with 
warmth; The ftrife between the Dukes of 
Burgundy and Glocefter had greatly inter* 
rupted the fucceffes of England, in the war 
that fhe waged in France. The Duke of 
Bedford, knit in affinity with the Duke of 
Burgundy, and now appointed Regent in 
/France, was folicitous that the whole force 
of England fhould be employed againft 
that kingdom. The ambitious Beaufort, 
Bifhop and afterwards Cardinal of Win* 
chefter, fought to thwart the views . of the 
Duke of Glocefter, from the hatred which 
he entertained againft the Duke, and which 
did not terminate but with the life of that 
Prince. At length, after many delays, an 
Englifh force was obtained, and, under the 
command of the Lord Fitzwalter, was ftnt 
into Holland, to the aid of the Princefs of , 
S % Haynault. 
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Haynault. But this force was too weak tef 
effedt the intended purpofe, and, foon after 
its landing on the fhore of Holland, was 
attacked by the Duke of Burgundy, and 
after a fharp conflict overthrown, the Lord 
Fitzwalter efcaping with difficulty to his 
fhijps. 

The defeat of the Englifh army was a 
fevere difappointment to the hopes of 
Jacoba, and other difafters foon followed. 
The Duke of Burgundy failed not to im- 
prove his vidtory ; and whilft he purfued 
with vigour his fucceffes in arms, hfe alfo, 
by his arts and addrefs, drew away the Pro- 
vinces of Jacoba more and more from their 
Sovereign. Martin the Fifth, triumphant 
over his rival Benedict the Thirteenth, and 
obfequious to Philip, iffued at the fame 
time a bull, by which the marriage of 
Jacoba with the Duke of Gloceftcr was 
annulled, and her firft marriage with the 
Duke of Brabant was confirmed : a fevere 

claufe 
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daufe was added, by which the Princefs 
was reftrained from marrying the Duke of 
Glocefter, even if fhe fhould become a 
widow by the death of the Duke of Bra- 
bant ; an event which, from the ill health 
of* that Prince, feemed not far diftant. But 
the blow that imprinted the deepeft wound 
on the mind of Jacoba, was the inconftancy 
of the Duke of Glocefter. That Prince, 
from a compliance, as he pretended, with 
the counfels of his brother and the Duke of 
Bedford, but more from that unworthy 
paffion which he entertained for Eleanor 
Cobham, whom he afterwards married, and 
whofe pride wrought his fhame, now de- 
clared his purpofe of feparating himfelf 
from the Princefs of Haynaujt, and of 
yielding entire obedience to the mandate of 
Martin the Pope. Deferted by her fub- 
je&s, forfaken by the ungrateful Duke of 
Glocefter," preffed by the armies of PhHip, 
the unfortunate Jacoba, after many exertions 
S3 of 
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of a noble and valorous fpirit, was obliged 
to yield to the Duke of Burgundy, and to 
fubmit to thofe harfti terms that he now 
prefcribed. The tenor of thefe terms was 
fuch as fufficiently declared the fecret am- 
bition by which that Prince had been'fo 
long actuated. By the firft article it was 
ftipulated, that all the dominions of Jacoba 
were to be governed by Philip, who was to 
rule in them by the title of her Lieutenant. 
A fecond article not lefs rigorous was im- 
pofed on the Princefs, now a widow by the 
death of the Duke of Brabant, that (he 
fhotild not be at liberty to contradl any fu- 
ture marriage without the confent of the 
States of her Provinces, ancj of the Duke of 
Burgundy. * 

Jacoba had not exceeded her twenty- 
feventh year, when (he was obliged to fub- 
mit to thefe hard laws. Yielding now to 
iier illHfortune, and diverted of all authority 
\n her Provinces, while (he retained the 

name 
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aame of Sovereign, fhe retired into the 
country of Zeland, where a flender revenue 
was fupplied by Philip to her expence. 
There, in thofe iflands that are furrounded 
by the Scheld, where, dividing itfelf into 
many channels, it pours its waters into the 
ocean, Ihe indulged thofe melancholy re- 
fledtions which the misfortunes of her life 
fuggefted. Sometimes, in order to amufe 
her melancholy, Ihe joined in the village- 
fports, and inftituted exercifes in archery, 
or in horfemanfhip. In thefe exercifes, in 
which fhe excelled, and that were fuited to 
her martial genius, Ihe was well pleafed to 
win the prize, and to be proclaimed Queen 
by the voice of the villagers. Thus fhe 
pafled two years, her beauty as yet little 
impaired by time, or by the accidents of 
her life, when Love, that had wrought her 
fo many diftrefles,, furprifed her again in her 
retirement, and prepared for her new mis- 
fortunes. 

S 4 Among 
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Among the Lords in Holland who had 
been the moft adverfe to the interefts of 
Jacoba, and who on that account had been 
rewarded by Philip, was Francis Borfelen, 
Lord qf Martendyke. This nobleman 
poflefled large eftates in Zeland, and fre- 
quently made his abode in that province. 
His oppofition to the interefts of Jacoba 
had long kept him at a diftance from that 
Princefs, till an accident, that fortune threw 
in his way, and of which he profited, gained 
him an accefs to her acquaintance. Mar^ 
garet of Burgundy, the mother of Jacoba, 
having fent to her daughter a prefent of a 
fine horfe from Haynault ; and Jacoba, from 
the extreme parfimony of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, being unable to reward the perfon 
by whom the horfe had been brought fo 
liberally as ftie wifhed ; Borfelen, who had 
learnt her diftnefs from a •domeftkr, took 
occafion to prefent a large fum of money 
with fo good a grace, that the Princefs, 

touched 
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touched with his generous proceeding, 
forgot the prejudices which fhe had enters 
jtained againfl him, and gave orders that he 
fhould have free admittance to her company. 
A nearer acquaintance prepo0effed her ftill 
more in favour of Borfelen, who to a grace- 
ful perfbn joined courtly and engaging man- 
ners. At length her inclination for this 
Nobleman, growing from the retirement in 
which fhe lived, and perhaps alfo from the 
hard reftraints impofed upon her, became fo 
ftrpng, that, forgetting the difparityof rank, 
and the engagements by which fhe wa$ 
fettered, fhe united herfelf with Borfelen by 
a private marriage. 

Philip, who had employed fpies to watch 
the conducSt of Jacbba, was no fooner ap- 
prifed of this marriage, than he foftened to 
draw; from it that advantage which it afford- 
ed to his ambition. While he was inwardly 
pleafed, he afFe&ed violent indignation, 
Borfejen by his command was apprehended, 

and 
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and conveyed from Zeland to the Caftie of 
Rupelmonde in Flanders, fituated at the 
confluence of the Rupel and the Scheld. 
Here, aggravating the prefumption of 
which this Nobleman had been guilty, 
with a view to alarm the Princefs, he 
caufed the report to be fpread f that the life 
of Borfelen was to atone for his offence* 
The Princefs of Haynault, apprehenfivc * 
for the life of her hufband, collected a fmall 
force in Zeland, and, having armed fome 
veffels, failed up the Scheld, with the hope 
of furprifing Rupelmonde, and delivering 
her hufband. When fhe approached to 
Rupelmonde, fhe learned that her defign 
had been difcovered, that a large force was 
aflembled at Rupelmonde, and that Philip 
himfelf was in the Caftie, Difappointed 
in her fcheme, fhe next requefted that fhe 
might be permitted, from her vefTel, to 
fpeak with her coufin the Duke of Bur- 
gundy; and the Duke not declining the 

conference, 
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conference, flie inquired earneftly of him, if 
her hufband was yet alive. Philip, as if 
to remove her apprehenfions, commanded 
that Borfelen fhould be brought forth on 
the terrace that bordered the river ; when 
the Princefs, with the ardour that was na- 
tural to her, tranfported with joy at the 
fight of a perfon fo dear, and forgetting that 
fhe gave herfelf into the power pf the 
Duke, inftantly fprang from her veffel 
upon the fhore, and ran with eagernefs to 
embrace her hufband. 
* Philip had now obtained the advantage 
which he fought, and> detaining the Prin T 
cefs, 'wrought fo powerfully on her fears 
for her hufband, that, in order to pur- 
chafe the life and liberty of Borfelen, fhe 
confented to yield up to the Duke the en^ 
tire Sovereignty of all her States and Do- 
minions. So high a price did the ambition 
of the Duke require for the ranfom of Bor- 
felen ! Philip, having attained that objed 

tq 
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to which he had long afpired, took pok 
feffion of the States of Jacoba ; and thofe 
Provinces, accuftbmed to his controul, 
and by his arts indifpofed towards their 
Sovereign, fubmitted quietly to his go-« 
vernment. In return for that ample con«» 
ceffion which the Princefs had made, ho 
affigned to her certain eftates in Holland 
?md Zeland, which Jacoba, fetting no 
bounds to her affe&ion for her jiufbaad, 
beftowed in free gift on JJorfelen. This 
Nobleman was alfo created Count of Ofter- 
vant, and decorated with the order of the 
Golden Fleece, lately inftituted by Philip, 

Thus was acquired by Philip Duke of 
Burgundy, and by him tranfmitted to hi$ 
defendants, the Province of Haynault, and 
with it the Provinces of Holland, Zeland, 
and Friefland, This Prince has been 
diftinguifhed by the title of Philip the 
Good, an appellation to which he is in fome 
degree entitled from the general mildnefs 

of 
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of his government : but impartial Hiftoiy 
will always reproach him with the wtdngft 
done to the Countefs of Haynault ; and his 
unkind and ungenerous treatment of this 
Princefs, his kinfwoman, and the unfair 
advantage that he drew from her errors in 
conduct, errors that merit great indulgence, 
imprint a deep and indelible ftain on his 
memory. 

Jacoba, who, in place of all her pom- 
pous titles, now bore only the title of 
Countefs of Oftervant, paffed into Zeland, 
to tafte the pleafures of a humble ftation, 
in the company of a hufband to whom fhe 
had given fuch proofs of entire afFedtion. 
Hiftory has not fpoken of her in her re- 
treat, but it appears that her life did not 
laft long beyond this period. She died at 
the age of thirty-fix, and was buried in 
the tomb of the Counts of Holland. In 
her retirement, fhe had fometimes amufed 

heifclf 
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herfelf in framing vafes of earthen ware i 
many of thefe have been found in the lake 
that furrounded the Caftle where (he re-, 
fided, and were long religioufly kept by 
the people of the country, who named them 
the vales of the Lady Jacoba of Hay- 
nault. 
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•SECTION XIIL 

IN the church of Notre-Dame in Bruges 
lie interred the remains of Charles the Bold, 
th£ laft Duke of Burgundy. The hiftory 
of Charles tl\e Bold conveys an important 
leffon to the ambition of Princes. The 
gjreatnefs of the houfe of Burgundy, raifed 
by the fuceeffive cares of three fortunate 
Princes his predeceffors, had attained a high 
elevation when Charles began to reign; 
and temperate, magnanimous, and brave, 
this Prince poffeffed many of the virtues 
that belong to a Sovereign. But his good 
qualities were overpowered by an unbound- 
ed ambition, and the unconquerable love of 
arms, which precipitated him into under r 
takings rafh and hazardous, that in the end 
wrought his own overthrow, and the cala- 
mity of his houfe and people. 

On 
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On the death of his father Philip the 
Good, Charles fucceeded to the States ©£ 
Burgundy, as well as to the dominions of 
Philip in the Netherlands* The Provinces 
of the Netherlands flourifhed at that time 
beyond all the countries of Europe in arts* 
in commerce, and in wealthy and populous 
cities. Philip had united almoft all thefe 
Provinces under his command, apd Charles 
now crowned that dominion by the acce£- 
fion of the Province of Gdderland* The 
. wealth of his States, together with the vafi 
treafutes that had been accumulated by 
Philip his father, the moft opulent Prince of 
his age, raifed the power of Charles to an 
equality with that of the greateft Monarchs. 
His own perfonal qualities, and undaunted 
courage in war, added to the refpe& in 
which he was held among the Princes o£ 
Europe. 

' An early animofity had taken place be- 
tween this Prince and Louis the Eleventh, 

King 
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King of France. Charles, during the life 
of his father, and whilft he yet bore only 
the title of Count of Charolois, had car- 
ried his arms into Ftancfe, where he had 
ftirred up a dangerous war againft Louis, 
and, at the battle of Mont-Pheri* waged 
againft that Prince, contracted that love of 
war, which afterwards became his ruling 
paffion. Since the death of his father, 
Charles had given proofs of the fame hoftile 
difpofition towards Louis, and by his en- 
terprises kept that monarch in conftant 
alarm and inquietude. In Germany, the 
fevere vengeance which Charles had inflidied 
on the city bf Liege, had impreffed the 
terror of his arms on the Princes of the 
Empire that were his neighbours; and 
the Emperor Frederic, though remote, \vas 
not without apprehenfions from his war- 
like and ambitious fpirit. In England, he 
was joined in league with Edward the 
Fourth, who now triumphing over the 
T houfe 
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houfe of Lancaftcr, had advanced the houfe 
of York to the Englifti throne. Edward, 
when driven from England by the Earl of 
Warwick, had fought an afylum in the 
States of the Duke : Charles had efpoufed 
Margaret of York, the fifter of Ed\Vard, 
and, as a mark of refped: for the Englifh 
King, wore the order of the Garter; whilft 
Edward, in token of like amity, wore the 
order of the Duke, the Golden Fleece, 
The league that fubfifted between thefe 
Princes tended to increafe theapprehenfions 
which Louis of France entertained from 
the power of Charles. 

One only daughter, Mary of Burgundy, 
was the heirefs of the dominions of the 
Duke; and that circumftance was artfully 
improved by Charles to the purpofcs of his 
ambition. Many Princes, drawn by the 
profped of fo rich a fucceffion, afpired to 
the marriage of Mary of Burgundy ; and 
Charles, holding the fuitors of the Princefs 

in 
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in fufpenfc, or flattering them with hopes 
which he«ftill delayed to fulfil,, added to his 
own importance, and rendered. many Sove- 
reigns in Europe dependent upon him. 

Elated with the greatnefs of his houfe, 
and with conftant fuceefs, Charles, now in 
the £xth year of 'his reign, fought to deco- 
rate his family with a royal title* For this 
purpofe, he folicited the Emperor Frederic 
to raife his States into a Kingdom, by the 
title of that antient Kingdom of Burgundy, 
of which a part was contained in his domi- 
nions. Frederic, gained by the hope which 
Charles gave of beftowing the Princefs 
Mary in marriage on his fon, the Archduke 
Maximilian, confented to his requeft, and 
Triers on the Mofelle was appointed as the 
place where Charles was to be crowned 
King of. Burgundy. The preparations for 
this auguft ceremony were made by the . 
Duke with the magnificence fuitable to his 
greatnefs : the fceptre, tiys crown richly 
T % adorned 
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adorned with diamond?, the royal throne* 
were provided; and Charles, at the time 
appointed, made his entry into Triers with 
mighty pomp, and a fplendid retinue. The 
Emperor alfo repaired to Triers, according 
to his promife, though the pomp of his ap- 
pearance could not vie with the fplendour of 
the Duke of Burgundy : but before the day 
arrived that had been fixed for this folem- 
nity* Frederic fuddenly withdrew from 
Triers, crofling the Mofelle by night ; ap* 
prehending, as fome have faid, that Charles 
fought to delude his fon with the hope of a 
marriage, as he had deluded many Princes, 
or jealous, as others have written, left the 
title of King' fhould infpire ftill higher 
thoughts into the ambitious mind of the 
Duke. 

Difappointed in the hope of adorning his 
houfe with royal dignity, Charles turned his 
whole thoughts to war and conqueft, and 
revolved vaft and magnificent ideas of em- 
pire 



THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 277 ' 

pire in his mind. Mafter of the Provinces 
of Gelderland and Holland, lying at the 
mouth of the Rhine, and having acquired 
the country of Ferette, lying alfo on the 
Rhine, in the higher part of its courfe not 
far from Switzerland, he thought of nothing j 
lefs, than of afcending from Gelderland by. 
that river, till he had taken into his domi- 
nion the long courfe of the Rhine, with 
the numerous cities and fortreffes fituated 
on its banks, from the borders of Switzer* 
land as far as the ocean. As the Duchy of 
Lorraine made ^ feparation of his States in 
the Netherlands from his Province of Bur- 
gundy, he meditated the conqueft of Lor- 
raine ; and when that conqueft was com- 
pleted, he hoped to advance his arms fouth- 
ward, along the banks of the Rhone, till 
he had ftretched his territory from the 
ihores of Holland to the coafts.of the Me- 
diterranean Sea, Even the Alps did not 
bound th? ^ijibitious views pf the Duke j • 
T 3 and 
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and he managed alliances with the Princes 
of Savoy and Milan, that he might the 
better, by their, aid, carry his arms into 
Italy.* The attainment of the Imperial 
dignity completed that mighty fabric of 
greatnfcfs which Charles had raited in ima* 
gination. 

The competition between two Princes in 
Germany, for the Ele&orate of Cologne, 
furnifhed Charles with a pretext for carry-* 
ing his arms to the Rhine. Efpoufing the 
caufe of one of the competitors, he laid 
fiege to the ftrong city of Nuys, fituated 
on the Rhine, pretending that he fought to 
gain that city for the Prince whofe caufe he 
maintained, whilft in effedl he hoped to 
hold it for his own advantage. But the 
fecret ambition of Charles was well under* 
ftood } and the fiege of Nuys excited an 
alarm, that ftirred up a powerful confede- 
racy againft him. Cologne, and other Im- 
' perial cities on the Rhine, forefeeing the 

yoke 
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yoke with which they were menaced, fent 
large fuccours to the befieged. Louis of 
France raifed up enemies to Charles in the 
Swifs, who invaded his country of Bur- 
gundy , and in the Duke of Lorraine, who 
invaded his province of Luxemburg. The 
Emperor arid Princes of Gernjahy,. already 
jealous of the defigns of the Duke, were 
farther ftimulated by Louis, and a vaft 
army, compofed of the troops of the 
Empire, advanced to the relief of Nuys. 
Charles, having wafted much time before 
this city, was at length, from this power- 
ful oppofition, compelled to abandon his 
enterprife, and to raife the fiege. 

The bad fuccefs on the Rliine did not 
discourage Charles from purfuing his ambi- 
tious fchemes, and the cpnqueft of Lorraine 
next engaged his attention. The State of 
Lorraine, lying on the borders of Luxem- 
burg, \#as now governed by its Duke 
Reigniter ; a prince defcended from an xK 
T 4 luftrious 
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luftrious houfe, that had held the fove* 
reignty of that country with glory for fome 
centuries. The invafion of Luxemburg by 
Reignier had irritated Charles, and he now 
fought at once to gratify his refentment 
and ambition in conquering Lorraine. 
Reignier, though a prince of a gallant fpi* 
lit, found himfclf too weak to contend 
with the force of the Duke of Burgundy ; 
and ho was now abandoned by the King of 
France, at whofe felicitation he had been 
induced to take up arms againft Charles. 
Louis had concluded a treaty with the Duke 
of Burgundy, and, deiiwus* to gain into his 
power the . unfortunate, though perfidious, 
Count de St, Paul, who had taken refuge 
with Charles, and whom Charles, t<?o ficgt- 
ligent of his honour, yielded up, confented 
for that price to abandon his ally, the Duke 
of Lorraine. Nancy, the capital of Reig*. 
rtier, was befieged and taken : the country 
pf Lorraine, fubdued, was compelled to 

fwear 
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fwear fealty to the Duke of Burgundy ; and 
Reignier, an exile from his own dominions, 
was conftrained to take refuge at the Court 
of the King of France, by whom he had 
been deferted. * 

By the acquisition of Lorraine, the do* 
minions of Charles now extended, without 
interruption, from die fhores of Holland to 
the banks of the KHone ; and, lifted up by 
this good fortune, he was the more bent to 
purfue his plans $f conqaeft. The terrors 
of Louis* were redoubled bythe rapid fuo 
cefs of the Duke of Burgundy ; and he 
waited with extreme inquietude to know on 
what fide that Prince was now to dired his 
arms, not daring openly to violate the 
league, yet determined to exert all his ef- 
forts fecretly to retard the progrefs of 
Charles, The country of Switzerland bor- 
ders pn Burgundy. The Swifs, no lefs 
. than the Duke of Lorraine, had incurred 
the refentment of Charjes, haying take n up 

?trms 
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arms againft him at the folicitation of 
Louis, and invaded his province of Bur- 
gundy, whilft he laid fiege to Nuys. In 
revenge of this injury, Charles now deter- 
mined to carry his arms into Switzerland, 
to chaftife the infolence of the Swifs, and 
to fubdue a country by which his paflfagc 
was opened to the Alps. 

The. fmall republic of the Swifs had 
taken its feeble beginning above a century 
before thjs period. Long the fubje&s of 
the houfe of Auftria, whofe Princes, under 
the title of Counts of Hapfburg, had their 
firft feat in Switzerland, the Swifs had 
withdrawn themfelves from obedience to 
their antient matters, and (till held a con- 
flift to maintain their independence. Preffed 
by the arms of the Auftrian Princes, and 
inclofed by lakes and mountains, the Swifs 
were at this time an obfeure people, little 
known beyond their own rude bounds, and 
their force feemed in no degree able to fuftain 

a con* 
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a conteft with that gfeat Power by which 
they were now menaced. But, entiled: to 
war and hardships in that mountwitoij* 
Vegion, and animated With the Joveof li~ 
berty, they had acquired difcipljne iiiAfnas, 
and invincible courage ; and the iavafioa uf 
this country by Charles was deftincd to 
raife the Swifs to renown ,• and to rvtaritafc 
humiliation 6f the Ehfee of Burgundy « 

The Swifs, bearing of the dapgrr that 
threatened . then*, fought by hurpble mcfc 
fages to deprecate > the wrath of Charles. 
They reprefented the, poverty of their coun- 
try, which, as they faid, equalled ndtia 
value the bits of his horfesJand the fpurs of 
his Knights, They offered to renounce all 
alliance with the King of France,' and un- 
dertook to fupply Charles coniiantiy with a 
body of • troops to aid him in all his wars. 
But thefe • condefcenfions • availed not with 
the haughty Duke; and the Swifs found 
that their only refource was in their arms. 

Having 
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Having obtained a fufpenfion of hoftilities 
horn the houfe of Auftria, by the mediation 
of Louis, and having drawn together fbme r 
fuccours from the neighbouring Imperial ci- 
ties on die Rhine, they prepared themfelves 
fbr a ftrong defence. Meantime, Charles 
advanced from Burgundy into Switzerland, 
followed by a powerful army, and difplay-. 
ing his magnificence in the rich furniture of 
his tents, in which were contained his coftly 
pkte, and his moft precious jewels. 

The firft encounter of the Swift with 
Charles was near the city of Granfon, not 
far from the lake of Neuf-Chatel. Charles 
had befieged and taken Granfon, and had 
fteined his arms, as it is faid, by a&s of 
crueky, when he was informed, that the 
Swifs were advancing through the moim* 
tains to give him battle. His Generals 
cobnfelled him to wait for the coming of 
the Swifs in the open plain, where his. horfc 

and 
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land artillery could a& with iAote axftan* 
toge : but he defpifed this counfel, and led 
on his troops to encounter the eneftyv 
Scarce 'were his firft ranks engaged in thtf 
narrow paffes between the mountains, when 
they, were charged with vigour by the 
Swift, and compelled to retreat haflily to 
the main army, which was y^et in, the piairt* 
Their retreat, which bore the appearance of 
e flight, communicated terror to the main 
army. A general rout cnfuejdj and thf 
Duke himfelf, ftruck with the lame panic 
which had feifced his troops, fled with prec- 
ipitation. Th* camp of Charles, with kg 
fymptuous fumitune aqd rich plate/ fijli 
into the hands of the Swifs> whofe happy 
Simplicity knew not the value of that : 
wealth which became their booty* A S wife 
foldier then fold, for no higher a price 
than a florin> the precio^ diamond 
i>f .the Puke of Bujgundy* efteemed theV 

moft 
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mo# valuable in Europe, and long after 
the brightcft jewel in the crown of France; 
The defeat of Granfon was attended with 
little flaughter, as the Swifs poffeffed no 
cavalry, with which they could make a 
purfuit : but it gave a fenfible wpund to 
the military reputation of Charles, whole 
allies began already to waver in their friend- 
ship to him. The fecond battle was more 
fetal and bloody. Charles, who had retired 
to Lauiantie, having foon aflembJed a pow- 
erful army, impatient to revenge the affront 
which his arms had fuftained, advanced to 
- befiege the city of Murat, fituated by a lake 
of the fame name. The Swifs, who had 
been reinforced by a body of German troops, 
raifed by money that had been fupplied by 
Louis, not declining the combat, advanced 
alfo to Murat, and prefented themfelves in 
order of battle. A conflict enfued, in 
which the army of Charles was again dif- 

comfited, 
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comfitcd, and put to flight : but the Swifs 
had now prepared a body of cavalry, with 
which they were able to improve their vic- 
tory, and eight thoufand of the troops of 
the Duke of Burgundy were flain in the 
field, and in the flight. A chapel, that was 
eredted near Murat, by the Swifs, on occa- 
fion of this victory, and in which wctc 
heaped the bones of the flain, ftiil remains 
to record this remarkable triumph- of the 
Swifs, which fpread their fame through all 
Europe. The Duke of Lorraine fought on 
the fide of the Swifs in the battle of Murat. 
This Prince, who had been coldly received 
at the Court of France, had pafled into 
Germany, from whence he had haftened to 
Switzerland; and, fortunately arriving a 
few dours before the engagement began, 
partook with the Swifs the perils of a bat- 
tle, from which he drew fignal honour and 
advantage. , * 

The 



•8$ METCM* OF THE BISTORT OF 

The lofs of two great battles in the fpace 
of littk more than a month, wrought a 
violent effeft on the mind of Charles, long 
aecuftomed to profperous fortune. Retiring 
to his caftie of La Riviere on the frontiers 
of Burgundy, he gave himfelf Up entirely 
to chagrin, neglecting his drefs, permitting 
his beard to grow, (harming all interoomrfe 
with men, and converging only with his 
own dark and difcontented thoughts. This 
favage and folitary humour, to which the 
Duke delivered himfelf for fome weeks, 
gave a (hock to his undtrftanding, the e£* 
fedts of which were vHible from this time 
to his death* Whilft Chiles gave himfelf 
up to his difcontent, the Duke of Lorraine, 
aided by the Swifs, who thus requited his 
fervices at the battk of Murat, entered into 
the country of Lorraine, and gained poffef- 
fion of Nancy. This intelligence conveyed 
to Charles, to whom time and medicine had 

* now 

i 

\ 
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now applied f&mejremedy, roufed him from 
that ftate of gloomy ina&ion in which he 
had remained fo long, that, refuming his 
martial activity, he led his army into Lor- 
raine, to oppofe the progrefs of Reignier. 

At the approach of Charles, the Duke of 
Lorraine retreated into Germany, that he 
might collect a larger force. The winter 
feafon was now in its feverity, and the 
troops of Charles, exhaufted by the fatigues 
of the campaign, ftood in need of repofe : but 
Charles, led on by his own impetuous cha- 
racter, determined, again** the opinion. of 
all his Generals, to befiege the city of 
Nancy. Whilft the fatigiifes of a fiege are 
added to the former labours of his troops, 
Reignier, to whofe aid the gold of France 
had not been wanting, returns into Lorraine 
with a numerous army compofed of Swife 
and Germans. The Generals of Charles 
now diffuadedhim from trying a battle, re- 
prefenting that his army, haraffed by fa- 
U tigues, 
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tigucs, and difpirited by defeats, was alfo 
much inferior to the army of Reignier ; blit 
the obftinacy of Charles permitted him not 
to hearken to thefe counfels. In the mo* 
ment when the two armies were about tft 
engage, an Italian Nobleman, who com- 
manded a party of horfe in the fervice of 
Charles, and in whom that Prince greatly 
confided, gained by the gold of Louis, 
fuddenly deferted with the troops under 
his command to the. Duke of Lorraine; 
Charles, though aftoniflied at this treachery, 
yet perfifted in his purpofe of coming to an 
engagement; whilft the Swifs, whofe ho- 
neft nature deteited all a&s of perfidy, with 
a noble difdain refufed to admit the Italian 
into their ranks, and compelled him to ftand 
apart with his troops, till the battle was 
decided* When the armies engaged, the 
event of the conflict was no other than had 
been forefeen ; and the rafhnefs of Charles, 
unfortunate to his army* was fetal to him*- 

felf. 
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fclf. The arms of the Swifs were again 
victorious, and the triumph of the Duke<?f 
Lorraine was complete. Amidft the rout 
of the troops of Burgundy, the fate of 
Charles himfelf was for fome time un- 
known ; while fome affirmed that he was 
t flain in battle, and others reported that he 
had efcaped unhurt from the field. At 
length, after fome days, his body was found 
among the morafles, that were now con- 
gealed by the froft, his face frozen faft to 
the ice on the pooh He perifhed in the 
flight, flain, as it is faid, by the weapons of 
German horfemen to whom his perfon was 
unknown. 

Thus, amidft mighty fchemes of empire, 
fell Charles the Bold, in the ftrength of his 
age, leaving the Princefc his daughter, and 
his States, to prove many difafters after his 
death, the bad efFedts of his rafh and ungo- 
verned ambition. His body was interred 
with fuitable pomp by the Duke of Lorraine 
U 3 at 



S9* SKETCHED OF THE HISTORY OF 

at Nancy, and afterwards from Nancjr 
tranfported to Bruges in Flanders. 

4 

Thefe two great families, in ages paft fa 
difcordant, have in this century been united, 
and the blood of the contending Dukes of 
Burgundy and Lorraine is mingled in the 
veins of the Emperor, who now rules the 
Auftrian Netherlands, and who, confulting 
more the good of his people, has fought, by 
the arts and improvements of peace, to ad- 
vance the welfare of thofe States, on which 
his anceftor Charles the Bold, by his paffiotl 
for war and conqueft, drew a long train of 
calamities* 



SEC- 
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SECTION XIV. 

THE reign of Albert and Ifabella makes 
a remarkable aera in the Hiftory of the Aus- 
trian Netherlands, and many monuments 
in this country preferve the memory of thefe 
Princes. 

Philip the Second, whofe tyranny had 
caufed the general defection in the Low- 
Countries, having regained thofe Provinces 
that were then fly led the Spanifh, and have 
iince been named the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, appointed towards the end of his 
reign his kinfman, the Archduke Albert, 
brother to the Emperor Rodolph, to the 
regency of the reconciled Provinces. Al- 
bert filled that high ftation with ability, and 
gained the efteem, as well of the States that 
he governed, as of the Spanifh Monarch. 
His civil adminiftration was jufl, and he 
U 3 conduded 
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conducted not without reputation that dif- 
ficult war which Spain waged with Holland* 
now powerfully aided by the arms of Eng- 
land and of France : the taking of Calais, 
of Ardres, and of Amiens gave luflre to the 
military character of this Prince, 

When Albert had poffeffed this dignity 
for fome time, Philip took the refolution of 
beftowing in marriage on the Archduke his 
daughter the Infanta Ifabella, and of ceding 
to thefe Princes the fovereignty of the 
Spaniih Low- Countries, The defire of 
making a fuitable eftablifhment for the 
Princefs his daughter had fome fhare in 
prompting Philip to take this refolution j 
but it wj*s chiefly infpired by the hope, that 
the Provinces of Holland, alienated from 
Spain* might be conciliated to new Sove* 
reigns, who came to refide in thci Nether* 
lands. An important condition was an- 
nexed to the refignation of Philip, that if 
no iflite fhould fpring from the marriage of 

Albert 
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Albert and Ifabella, the Low-Countries, 
after their deceafe, fhould return to the 
dominion of Spain. The ceflion made by 
Philip was fignified to the States of the 
obeying Provinces, in that fame palace at 
Bruffels, in which Charles the Fifth had 
formerly made the abdication of his- em- 
pire in favour of Philip. The Archduke, 
who had entered into the ecclefiaftic order, 
and who had been raifed to the rank of a 
Cardinal, quitted the ecclefiaftic ftate, that 
he might marry the Infanta, and the ef- 
poufals were folemnized at Madrid, though 
not till Philip the Third had fucceeded to 
the throne of Spain by the death of his 
father. 

By the tranflation of this fovereignty to 
Albert and Ifabella, an important change 
was wrought in the Auftrian Netherlands* 
Thefe Provinces, which for almoft a cen- 
tury and a half, fince the death of Charley 
the Bold, had formed a part of a great 
U4 Empire, 
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Empire, were now disjoined from that 
Monarchy, and being ere&ed into a diftiii& 
Principality, prefented a faint image of their 
antient fituation under the Dukes of Bur- 
gundy, 

Albert and Ifabella paffed from Spain in- 
to the Low-Countries to take poffeflion of 
their new dominions, and fixed their refi-? 
dence at Bruffels. The Archdukes, for fo 
thefe Princes were ftyled, affumed, but with 
a vain title, the name of Sovereigns of the 
Netherlands. The Provinces of Holland 
were not induced by the ceflion of Philip, 
to depart from their purpofe of fprming an 
independent State. Albert, who had ac- 
quired reputation in war during his. regen- 
cy, having tried in vain by a&s of perfua-* 
fion to win back the revolted Provinces, 
fought but with fmall fuccefs to reduce them 
by force of arms, The fuperior genius of 
PrinceMaurice of Naflau triumphed oyer the. 
Archduke in the battle of Newport. Oftend , 
* - ' befiegecj 
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bcfieged by Albert, gallantly defended by its 
garrifon,and not furrenderedtillit was aheap 
of ruins, having engaged, like an important 
fortrefs of late, the attention of Europe for 
three years, yielded when taken lefs advan- 
tage to the befiegers, than it (hewed the 
determined fpirit which the love of liberty 
had infpired into the befieged. At length a 
truce of twelve years was concluded, and 
Holland obtained that advantage, of which 
too exa& a parallel has been exhibited 
in the conteft of America with Britain, 
that Spain, the antient Sovereign of Hol- 
land, renounced all authority over the re- 
volted Provinces, and confenitcd to treat 
with them as with an independent State, n 
, Albert and Ifabella continued to reign in 
that part of the Low-Countries which own- 
ed their fway, the Aiiftrian Netherlands 
^nd the Province of Artois ; and their go- 
vernment was fortunate and beneficial to 
fhofe countries, The Archduke pofleffed 

in 
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in a high degree the pacific virtues fo con- 
ducive to the happinefs of mankind ; and 
that repofc which followed the truce with 
Holland, was happily employed to compofe 
the ftate of Provinces that had been con- 
vulfed by a long war of forty years. The 
good laws of former Princes were reftored : 
new ordinances were enaded beneficial to 
the ftate: the Perpetual Edi&, a law of 
great refpeft in the Auftrian Netherlands, 

was framed at this period : jurifprudence 
was placed on a firmer bads, and the tran- 
quillity of the citizen better fecured, Qrder f 
purity and gravity of manners prevailed at 
the Court of Albert and Ifabella ; and the 
fatisfa&ion which the people of thefe Pro- 
vinces felt in beholding their Sovereigns 
among theijif was heightened by the virtues 
pf thefe Princes, and by the mildnefs an4 
equity of their adminiftration. 

Science and literature alfo adorned this 
reign* Many men eminent for their learn*. 

ing 
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ing are numbered at this time in the Flemifh 
Provinces, and the care of the Archdukes 
was happily applied to the advancement of 
fcience. Albert and Ifabella, atXouvaiir, 
did not difdaih to vifit the fchool of Lip- 
fius at the hour when that learned profsffor 
gave his public lecture : the unpremedi* 
tated difcourfe which Lipfius pronounced on 
this occafion ftill reinains, fraught with eru- 
dition after the manner of thofe times, but 
well adapted to his illuftrious Hearers, and 
conveying inftru&ion in no Uncourtly ityle, 
Bentivoglio, whofe elegant genius hag 
adorned .the Hiftory of the Low-Countries, 
raided as the Nuncio of the Pope at the 
Court of the Archdukes, and was cherifhed 
By thofe Princes, to whofe virtues he has 
borne ample teftimony. The reign of AU 
bert and Ifabella is alfd the sera, in which 
th£ elegant arts of this countiy attained to 
tl^irhigheiV perfection, the age of Rubens* 
ofVaodyke.of Crayer, pf Van- Veen. The 

Archdukes 
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Archdukes honoured with many teftimo* 
nies of their efteem thofe celebrated Painters, 
whofe genius added fo much honour to their 
countiy. Van- Veen, who had drawn the 
notice of Albert by the decoration of the 
. triumphal arches which graced the entry of 
that Prince into Antwerp, was rewards 
ed with honourable employments. This 
painter, the mafter of Rubens, was defcended 
from an illuftrious family in Brabant, arid 
to (kill in his own profeflion added the 
merit of an hiftorian and poet. Rubens, 
who to his talerits as an artift added politi- 
cal knowledge, and the accomplishments 
of a courtier, was employed as an ambaf- 
fador in England, where he has left fo 
many monuments of his genius as a painter. 
The particular refped which the unhappy 
Charles the Firft of England, an admirer 
and judge of the elegant arts, bore to 
Rubens, is well known. Eminent Sculp- 
tors and Architects alfo flourifhed at this 

time 
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time in Flanders, and were efteemed apd re* 
warded -by the Court of Bruffels. , 

Diftinguifhed by the virtues of the So- 
vereigns, by many adts of public utility, 
and by the praife of arts, and letters, the 
reign of Albert and Ifabella has been long 
held in grateful remembrance in the coun- 
tries that they governed. The comparifoa 
of the ftate of thefe Provinces under thefe 
Pripces, and in the enfuing period, when, 
Under the government of Spain, they fell 
with a quick and maaifeft decline* may 
perhaps ajfo have added to the veneration 
that is paid to the memory of the Arch- 
dukes. Among the virtues of Albert and 
Ifabella, their piety and religion have been 
highly celebrated ; but it may be remarked, 
that the weak fuperftition of Spain entered* 
largely, into their religious character. The 
piety of Albert and Ifabella difplayed itfelf 
in rich prefents to fhrines and altars, in 
the introduction of new monaftic orders 

into 
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into a country already filled with Monks, 
in' the foundation of convents on which 
were beftowed large fums, that were ill 
fparcd from the fervices of the State. Mi- 
racles obtained an eafy belief with thefe 
Princes ; and the miraculous image of our 
Lady of Halle in Brabant, celebrated by 
the pen of Lipfius, was honoured with 
their particular veneration. The relics are 
ftill fliewn, which the Archduke, though a 
prince of undoubted courage, wore at the 
battle of Newport. The hermitages re* 
main amidft the woods of Soigne, to which 
Ifabella was accuftomed tp withdraw, and 
where fhe devoted no fmall part of her time 
to religious penitences and feverities. From 
an opinion of fan&ity annexed to the mo- 
nastic order, Albert was interred at Bruflels 
in the habit of a Francifcan Monk, and 
Ifabella in the habit of a Sifter of the order 
of St. Clare. The religious weaknefs of 
thefe Princes fpread itfelf among their fub- 

jefts i 
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je£h ; and much of the fupcrfHtion of this 
country may be juftly traced back to4he 
reign of Albert and Ifabella. . . r 

Ifabella furvived the Archduke many 

years, and governed after his death with 

moderation and wifdom : the war renewed 

with Holland, and not more fortunately 

purfued, difturbed the public tranquillity. 

Ifabella, though fuperftitious and weakki 

matters relating to religion, in other refpedts 

poffeffed firmnefs and vigour of mind: 

Bentivoglio has preferred the animated 

harangue which Ihe delivered to the army 

before the battle of Newport. Thejunbi- 

tion of Philip, her father, had once deflined 

for this Princefs a brighter crown than that 

of the Auftrian Netherlands; but France op- 

pofed her Salic law, and all the fa&ions of 

that Kingdom agreed to treat the preten- 

iions of Spain as chimerical and vain. 

Albert and Ifabella dying without iffue, 

the Catholic Low-Countries, after they had 

x been 
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been for thirty years feparated from thd 
gt^rnment of Spa,in, fell back into her 
dominion, and have iince continued to 
form a part of a great monarchy. In the 
war of the fucceffion to the Spanifh 
monarchy, the houfe of Bourbon, which 
. claimed that fucceffion by the will of the 
King of Spain, made a gift of the .Spa-* 
nifh Low-Countries to the Prince of Ba- 
■~- .varia, difpoffeffed,.of his own States by the 
. Allies i but that gift had little efle&,» and 
the Prince of Bavaria could not much avail 
himfelf of a title which he afterwards re- 
nounced at the treaty of Utrecht. * 

Would it conduce to the welfare of thofe 
, Provinces* that they flibuld compofe a dif- 
tindfc principality, as formerly under Albert 
and Ifabella, or are they more happily fitir- 
ated as a dependency on a great Empire? 
This is ft queftion that may admit plaufible 
arguments on either fide. On one hand it 
may be {aid, that States are the beft govern- 
ed. 
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ed, where the attention of the Sovereign is 
not diftra&ed by the care of dominions 
too much extended or divided ; that the beft 
laws will be framed where the Sovereign, 
refiding in the countries which he governs* 
is well acquainted with the ftate of his 
people ; that arts and letters are found to 
flourifh moft under the immediate eye 
of royalty; and of the truth of thefe 
aflertions, no mean proof may be drawn 
from the reign of Albert and Ifabella. It 
may be added, that the Flemifh Provinces, 
though of no great extent, yet fruitful and 
papulous, compofe a re fpedtable principality, 
and that, confederated with other powers, 
or united in a ftri&er tie, as the circle of 
Burgundy* with the Empire, they might 
fuftain their independence againft that great 
Monarchy, which, fituated in their neigh- 
bourhood, threatens by its power to over- 
whelm them. . ' 



On 
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On the other hand it may be urged, that 
thefe Countries, in their prefent pofition, as 
forming a part of a great Empire, are main- 
tained in all their privileges; that their 
profperity as a State yields little to that of the 
moft profperous nations of Europe ; and 
that, fupported by the mighty power of 
Auftria, they find the moft effe&ual fecurity 
againft the formidable ambition of France. 
It may be added, that the prefent reign 
affords the example of a Prince, whofe mind 
embraces all the parts of a Vaft* empire, and 
who conducts with a firm hand the govern- 
ment of countries that are feparated from 
each other by wide diftances.. * 

Arguments of this kind may be urgdd 
on either fide of this queftion. An opinion 
has been entertained of late, that there was 
a likelihood that thefe Provinces might 
aflume again that form which they took 
under Albert and Ifabella. The report has 
been fpread, that the Imperial Court had 

enter*- 



/ 
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entertained the defign of exchanging the 
Auftrian Netherlands for Bavaria, and that 
the Flemifh Provinces were to be ere&ed 
into a kingdom for the Princes of Bavaria, 
whofe houfe in antient times had fo often 
rivalled the Auftrian power in Germany, 
The meafures taken by many Princes of 
the Empire have fhewn, that they thought 
this report founded on no flight grounds. 
J^ cloud refts upon this important affair, 
through which it is not eafy to penetrate j 
and it may be deemed prefumptuous to treat 
4 fubjeft that is involved in myftery, and con- 
corning which popular rumour is now mojc 
jilent. Happily fituated under the mild 
Auftrian government, the Flemifh Provinces 
have po caufe to defire to pafs under another 
domination ; and the reafons mull be judged 
to be weighty, that can induce the auguft 
pofTeflbr of the houfe of Auftria to transfer 
this antient patrimony of his family to a 
jrace of Strangers-Princes, 

X.a S E C- 
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SECTION XV. 

A VAST dominion, compofed of 
nations of different name, and in which 
many languages are fpoken, obeys the 
Emperor Jofeph the Second* The admini- 
ftration of an enlightened Sovereign has 
diffufed its influence through all the parts of 
this great Empire. In Germany, in Bohe- 
mia* in Hungary, in Italy, many important 
a&s and wife regulations have difplayed the 
abilities of this PrinCe in the art of govern* 
ment, the activity of his genius, and his dif~ 
pofition to advance the welfare of his people. 

The Auftrian Netherlands, as has appear-, 
ed in the courfe of thefe remarks, have been 
in no fmall degree indebted to the admini- 
ftration of this Sovereign, whether his care 
has been employed to raife thefe States to 
higher importance, and to give new energy 

to 



THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. JOjJ 

to decayed arts and commerce, or to coned: 
antient abufes, and fupprefs .vain insti- 
tutions .that had been long reverenced by 
fuperftitious zeal. 

But whilft an a&ive Prince extends his 
views on all fides, through thefe Provinces, 
he refge&s that conftitution which has 
been eftablifhed through fo many ages, and 
thofe privileges which his Flemifli fubjeds 
regard as their birthright, and as the foun- 
dation of their fecurity , 

The government of Jofeph the Second, 
beneficial to his own States, has alfo ex^ 
tended its influence into other countries, 
where the Sovereigns, imitating his ex-» 
junple, have alfo everted themfelves to in- 
ftitute falutaiy reforms, to diffufe the mild 
ipirit of toleration, and to correft the errors 
pf weak fuperftition. 

The eminent qualities difplayed by this 
Monarch, in the few years which have 
elapfed fince he afcended the throne, in- 

fpirc 
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fpixc the confidence that the future part of 
his reign will be happily dire&ed to promote 
the interefts of his empire, and of humanity, 
A general tranquillity is now efiablifhed in 
Europe, and gives leifure to Princes to bend 
their whole care to the government of their 
dominions. What an acceffion to the hap* 
pinefs of mankind, if philofophy, which has 
made fuch progrefs in this age, could engage 
Sovereigns to maintain this happy tranquil- 
lity, and to feek their chief glory in the inw 
provement and juft regulation of the States 
that are committed to their charge ! 



THE END, 
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